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PREFACE. 



•A HE great utility of epistolary writing *is- 
so well known^ that, the necessity of being. 
acquainted with an^ art replete with such ad- 
,vantages. is- needless to insist upon. Those,. 
who ' are aiecomplished in it, are too happy 
in thein. knowledge, to need farther informa- 
tion Goncerning. its excellence,' And such as 
are unqualified to convey their sentiments to " 
a. friend, '. without the assistaacer of a third 
person, , feel their deficiency so severely, that 
Dothing.need be said to convince them, it is 
ttieit interest to became acqiiaiuted with what 
is so necessary and agreeable. 

Had letter* been known at tlie beginning of 
the world, epistolary writing would have been ^ 
as old as love. and friendship; for, as soon as 
they began to flourish^ tlie verbal messenger 
.was dropped, the language of the heart was 
Qommitted to characters that faithfully pre- 
served it, secrecy was maintained, and social 
intercourse rendered more free and agreeable. 

Some of the most ancient compositions were 
written in this manner, and the light of the 
gospel was delivered by- the holy apostles in-.' 
the epistolary way. 

The Romans were perfect masters of this 
art^ as Cicero's letters sufficiently evince 3 n<^r 

A 5 



X PREFACE, 

are the moderns less sensible of its excellencies. 
Some of the finest French writers have built 
their fame upon epistolary correspondence; 
and the English are at present so convinced 
of the advantages attending this method of con- 
veying their sentiments, that it seems to have 
triumphed over almost every other species of 
composition; the historian has adopted., it ; 
we have the Greek and Roman histories, ia& 
well as that of our own nation, admirably 
executed in letters. Almost every thing di- 
dactive, and perceptive,, is delivered in this 
way ; tho Novelist finds it better adapted to 
his purpose than any other mode of writing. 
No great poet is without his, familiar epistle ta 
his friend; and the traveller seemed lost, till 
he found the method of conveying his intelli- 
gence in letters. 

To conclude : letters are the life of trade, 
the fuel of love, the pleasure of friendship, the 
food of the politician, and the entertainment 
of the curious. 

To speak to those we love or esteem, is the 
greatest satisfaction we are capable of know- 
ing, and the next is' being able to converse 
with them by letter^ 



A NEW- 
PLAIN ANJ> EASY . 

E N G LJ & H an A M M A K: 



OF grammar; 

GRAMMAR 18 the art of speaking properiy, readli^- 
we4l, grrwi writing. cqfreet I }% It coKiaiAs four grand* 
divi^iionsj viz, ' ' 

OnvHooRAPHY, or'fhe arl'of spellmg. ., 

Prosody, or the art of pronouncing and reading. 
Analogy, or the derivation and nit^aning of words.- 
Sx^TAXr or the use of words -in forming sentences.'- 

' OF orthography; 

Tlterc are twenty^six 1etteT<i in the English ?angaage> ©fe; • 
a^ b; c, d, e. *V g, h, i, j^ k. L »", «> ♦>* p. q. r> 8> t,=. 
u^ v,.w, ;£; y> z. Of* ihese, five Ktters, that is, a, e, i, . 
o, u. are always vowels, and y- is a vowel only when it>^ 
comes at the end of a word ; the other twenty letters are • 
consonants. \ 

By a vowel I»rrjpan a letter which has a perfect and dis- - 
tinct so'indof itself ; on the contrary, a c^insonant «igtiiiie»- 
adfcttcr which cannot form a di:rtinct sound without a V<>weli 
either btfyre or attiir it.' 



When two vowels meet together, they are called double 
vowels; without a vowel, either single or double, no syU- 
lable or word can possibly be formed; and there are justj 
s© many syllables in a word, as there are vowels, single oe 
double* 



RULES FOB SPELLING. 

* '' , ' 

1. When a consonant comes between two vowels, \vt 
dividing the syllables it must go to the latter, as pa-per^ 

^. When two consonants of the sameTcind eorae together 
in the middle of a word, they must be divided^ as in h&r-TOW, 
eom-mon, - -. 

3. When tAyo or more consonants come together in the 
middle of a word, the^ must be placed according to the dis- 
tmct sounds which generally happens to fall on the last sy Ila«~ 
ble, as in bC'Spread, r.e-storA; yet in puh^lish, whimrper, ficc. 
they are bestdividedi because the pFonunciatioh requires it. 

4. Two vowels in the middle of a word, thathave distinct? 
sounds, must be placed in dtiferent syllables. 

A word of one syllable is calM a monosyllable; a word -of 
two syllablesa dissyllable; werds of three syllables are term-- 
cd. triio^Uahles ;. and- words of many syllables polysyllab(es. 



OF PROSODT. 

As prosody teaches a graceful manner of pronouncing:^ 
. any thing we speak, or read, it isone of the politest a^cpm- 
plishments we can attain. 

In pronouncing syttables and words, two things are to 
be regarded, viz. ^tiantity^nd accent; that is, every syllable 
must be Sounded according to its proper quantity, and every 
word of two or more syllables must haVe its proper acc«?7zf. 

Quantity is the dlstift^tion of syllables into long and short. 
, The short quantity h known by a quick pronunciation, as 
not; .and the lon^ quantify by a slow pronunciation, as 
note; the latter takes twice the time in pronouncing that the' 
former does. ; - 



liTNULlSH GKAMMAK. IS. 

The accent is that peculiar stress of voice ivhich is laid 
upon some particular sYHable ip.a word, a» on R6 Ixt 
.Romany and the Epiphasisjs a. remarkable stress of voice 
laid upon some particular word in a senteace, to make the 
sense more striking ; thus in the sentence — / will walk 
home, if the emphasis is placed upon I, it means myself, 
and' not any other person; if the emphasis is placed^ on 
walk, it insinuates I do not mean to ride; and if it is placed 
on home, it signifies it is hantcl intend to go to, and not 
any other place, 

A principal thing in prosody is to be thoroughly ao 
quainted with the pom^t and stops, as they regulate the 
voice in what, you read, and prevent confusion and per«> 
])lexity; theirnames and marks are as follow:. 

Comma C , > Period, or Full Point C , y. 

Semicolon *< > f ' Note of Interrogation < ? v 

Colon t • y Note of Admiration t ! j 

The comma makes a small part of a sentence, where a^ 
short breathing-time may be permitted without injuring the 
sense, and allbws^ you to M»p while you can deliberately 
say one» The semicolon divides the sense into portions, and 
-allows- you to stop while you can say one, ene. The colon 
marks where the sense is complete, but not the sentence, 
^ and allows you to stop while you can count one, one, one. 
The pmo<l marks where the sense incomplete, and allows- 
you to stop while you can say one, one, one, one. The note 
^s^f^rno^A/aon is placed, a iter all questions; and the note 
of adnUraiion after zH sudden emotions of the soul, or 
every thing which gives surprise ; the breathing-times atv 
both dre the same as at the period* 

Though rules may greatly, assist, they cannot complete 
the learner in this part of grammar; because it does not 
depend upon so much a set of principles laid down, a» 
upon a close imitation of others; we can only therefore re- 
commfehd it to those who wish to qualify themselves in this 
useful and ornamental part of grammar, to observe with 
attention, and diligently imitate the manner and practice 
of the politest speakers, and most accomplished readers. 

Analogy. 

Analogy,, or the meaning of words, comprising etymoiogyi 
or their derivation,, is the most extensive pari& of speech.: 



Namev 
, Qqa?itie?s> 

'*• 1 Affirtnations, 
Parti</le6i 



ions, r"' 



■\ Of Namess. - - 

•iV^^zln«lv or ntmn mhstantines, ^b they hate beet) caHedi 
exfxress all. things that aee objecis of jtbe arww5, orw'Jiifr-*- 
itanding, or every thaiig that we can ^fie^Jtel^ smdl, hemr, 
taste, or conceive, as a picture, a i^U', a 3rt»^i a aound* 
sweet n€S9, timci fbnunc, &jp.. 

There are three sorts of'iiames^v<?<>;fima;»>>p/t>pei% and j^€r* 
«9]ia/. Camffion natnes express the who^e species o^ kiod,. 
as marif city, river^ are common to aU nien, all o/^e>j, all rivers^^ 

Fropep names distingoish parti culars^rom other* of the 
same kMi as JoA» is the^namt) of aparticulc^r manjJLo/z- 
do?^ of:a)}ariicular cit5% I%a«#M.ofa:.particular river. 

Personal aames) which have been usually c^Uei pj^ommns,. 
are such as'are used instiead of otjiter names^. in-order t^ 
avoid the repetition of the same word, as / instead of m^. 
ttetpw, tfiKfu or yoH i(i»tead of jf^ur name, he and shei instej^- 
of hi$ nunie, ox her nemci^ and «'* where there J* ftia 4i3- 
tinctron of sex; • , 

There are three persons in these nettie^i ttie^^r^^ is the 
person speaking, tbe^s^^-and is the person spoken- tOy the. 
Marrf ifif the ptTrson spoken .06 

< There. ar« two numhms^ nnguiarwad plural t- \h^\BiMguiar- 
number speaks oF one, as ;tt««,Jbhej^m A of more thai^ one, . 
as men, Som^ W(?i.i(s .have no piarati. bb Lmidmt York^. 
and others no singular, sBmhet, beHsw9, ^<. * 

*the persons are used in both narobeirs, thus : . 

First person I, or ine - - we, :u?, • 

Second ditto ^ thou, or y,©u - - y«^, .or you. . 
Third <{iito - he, she^ i}, this,, that, t^vey, these^ thosoi . 
Naines -have two ij,eoders> masculine and frndnine. Tive 
vniasculine geadi*r expresses the m.ile^ as num, horse, znd- 
thfe- feuiioiue tije female^ as woman, mare. There are^ 
besides two modes of gender, the neuter and doubtful ; the 
neuter expresses things withaul life, wiuch consequently' 
can have no sex, a? 2l stick, or a stone \ the douhifui requires 
another word" to'^expiain it, as sparrow, reqyirea either - 
coeLor hen tn t^e piai:ed:before Aj ladeterou^o^its geader# 



QfdOAUTlEStf . 

Sualiiics, or as they have been calted a^fuctives^ are 
words expressive of the munners* properties, affections^ and 
qualities^ of names, or things, VisgoodyJja<i, black, white, fitc. 

Qualifies are distinguUhed by making sense witti the 
word thin^ after thero, as goad thing, bad thing; black 
thing, luhite thing, &c. 

Names are sometimes changed into the nature of q;uati» 
ties, as tnan*s nature, for the nature qfman ; Rape's works ^ 
for the works of Pope; the King^s, palace, for the palace- 
of the King-^ihese are termed positive qualities, and an- 
swer to the genitive case of the Latin ; the possessive qua* 
lity is the only case we have in English. 

Qualities are compared by two degrees formed from the 
word in \i^ positive state — thus if the quality in its positive 
state is black, in the comparative degree, it is blacker y Or 
«iorc black, and in the superlative degree^ or the utmost 
increase, or diminution of its first quality, it is blackest, or 
$uost blacks 

Of Affirmations. 

Ajtrmatians* which have been called verbs, express 
being, doins;, or steering, viz. being, as JJin «5; doing,. as 
1 love ; suffering, as I am beaten. 

There are three tinier, or tenses, the present^ past, and 
futyre, or things now dptng, that have been done, or will 
be done hereafter ; these are again subdivided into the HijHe 
not perfectly past, and the time long past. 

The present time alf^rnw the thing, as love, dance; the 
past tifne ge tie rally ends in cd, ^lovcd» danced ; the other 
i-imes are expressed by h(ivc, ihall, will; 'ds I do love, he 
shall love, she wiJi love .^ thus the personal naniea Ij> thou, 
he, she, they, &c. are assistant to the affirmations, aod 
denote their ?iumber and person. As only two times, or 
tenses, are expressed by the qffirma^ive itself, its other 
times, and manners^ are denoted by the nine following 
words, do, will, shall, may, can, must^ ou^ht,^ have^ am» or 
fcc, which are called helping affirmations^ 
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()^ Participles. 

Participles' denote some circumstance of an action,, and- 
join words together;' hence; they are called the manners of 
woi^ds, and are of four sorts^ viz, 

Jdverbs denote the manner ortjuality of the affirmation,., 
or verb, as J fought well; which shows in wiiat manner I 
fought. 

Prepositions denote some circumstance of: action^ and 
show the relation- of worfis to each other; as l^U go oyek, 
the bridge,, you live without- the -city,, where orer and 
without are prepositions^ . - . . 

Conjunctions join words and sentences together, as Bob 
went to. the fair, asd 1 zecni with him. In which sentence - 
the word «W' is a conjunction,, and joins its twa distinct 
parts together. ^ 

Interjeetiorts denote some sudden emotion or passion of- 
the soul, and are independent of any oth«r words, as oh I : 
alas 1* indeed! ahj hush! hark 1 &c.. 



Of' Syntaxv- 

%w/flX5 or the composition of sentences, teaches ypu ta? 
apply what yoyjt have learnt in the foregoing rules. 
^ • A sentence must coat ain- absolutely, at least one affii-nta* 
tion and one name,, of which sonrething is afBriiied, as • 
God is just.. This is called a simple sentence ; but if we say* 
God is just, but man is unjust, it is ^, compound sentence, as 
it contains two simple sentences jpined together by the- 
conjunction, but. 

The chief rute in the constructwa^of sentences is, ihstf 
the affirmation must agree with the name in number and 
person, as John runs well, vfheve the proper nante John, 
and the af^rmaiion r««^,- are both in the third person sin^ 
gutar^ and consequently to find the name in- any sen- 
tence which should agree with the ({ffirmation, ,2Ln\i the 
question. Who? and the answer given it, as in the above ^ 
sentence, say Who runs well? Answer, John— John is 
^refore thendme to agree with the affirmation runs. 

The name of multitude must be singular; thus, the croii/A^ 
Ugreaty not are great, because it is but one crowd* 
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WheH two singular navies are joined together by a con- 
junction, the affirnuuion must be plural^ thus Bill and 

The article a, or an^ and the, come before nanies and 
qualities; a is placed before a consonant, an before diVo'waU 
and Me indifTerently before both : bat sometimes in con • 
structjon they are plated between the quality and na^^tv^ 
IS, so fair a face, so good ah example, how gnat the gi^t: 
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DIRECTIONS POK WRITIN^G tfcTTJBfca. 

IT was a j.u&t obseryatloa of the honest Qiiaker, that, ff'u 
nuin thinks twice before he ^ speaks, hi' II speak twice the 
better for it. With great propriety the above may be ap- 
plied to all sorts of writing, particularly the epistolary." 

In letters from one relalion io another^ the different cha* 
racters of the persons must first be considered. Thus a - 
£sither in writing to a son will u.se a gentle aulbofity ; a 
son to a father will express a filial duty. And again, in 
friendship, the heart will dilate itself with an honest free- 
dom y it will applaud with sincerity, and censure with mo* 
dest reluctance^ 

In letters concerning trade» the subject matteF will be 
constantly kept in view, and the greatest perspicuity and 
brevity observed by the different correspondents; and in 
like manner, these rules may be applied ta all other subjects, 
and conditions of life, viz, a comprehensive idea of the 
subject, and an unaf&cted simplicity, though modesty, in 
expression. Nothing more -need be added; only that a 
constant attendance to the above, for a few months, wili 
jK)on convince the leariier,4hat his time has not been spent 
in vain. 

Indeed,^an assiduous attention, to the study of any art^ 
even the most difiScuit, will enable the learner to surmount 
every difl^culty, and writing letters to his correspondents 
become equally easy as speaking in company. A careful 
attilidaAce to the piaia and simple rules laid down in the 
preceding Grammar, will enable him to write in the lan- 
g«iage of thd present times ; and if he carefully avoids af-^ 
tectation, his thoughts will be clear, his sentiments judi* 
clous, and his language plain, easy, sensible, elegant, and 
suited to the nature of the subject. As letters are the copies 
of conversation>just consider what you would say toyouc, 
friend if he was present, and write down the very word* 
^ou would speak, wh ich will render your epislie unafiected 
and intelligible^. 
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LETTER L 

From a merchant in London, to (he noa^^er of a coIIegeVr 
recommtuiding his Son to his care as a PiiJiiK 

Rev. Sir, l^mio^i, Jaiiuary 5^ iail^ 

THE opimon 1 hiiv^ long bad of your Bbillties a^a so^ 
\^tj yoUr behaviioiir a« a; gvtiiiemra»y ^nd fjiety' as it 
diristietoi, i»Heow«|0es me to sbitcit yoai' kind araiKamoe in 
an flffa4t- 1^ very. great importance. 

My $dn Charges has Wished his gvamt)n«tio»l st|rdi^ Iri 
Mcdichant Tai-faors* Schodv emd. is> verj^esiroosr of belD|f 
entered as a commoner in your ooiversity, THe Variety ot 
business, which i have-on my hands^ require say constant 
resideace in London: but, being wilJitig to discharge my 
duty as a. father> J kiKXv not any gentleman in- Oxford, i^ 
whose fidelity I could so readily trust as yourself; and, it' 
you a|»prove ihisi the youth shall be sent onjke r<;tura of 
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your answer. He shall be left entirely to your direct ion • 
and I doubt not but you will treat hi^ with the same ten- - 
deiness as ifhe was yout^wn; 

I^aQi> sir, &c. 



LETTER n: 

The doctor's answer. 

S*r, 

I RECEIVED- yours by this day^s postf *and am ex-^- 
tremely pleaaed with youf resolution of giving your son « 
a liberal education. My long residence in this sealof learn- 
ing, has furnished me with many opportunities of studying 
the different passions and capacities of youths Our term 
begins next week, and i^y«i» pjease to send the young gen- 
tleman^you may rest assured of bis being constantly under - 
my own direction, and the greatest cftce taken both of his 
studies and- moFftk. - ^^ ......: 

Qj^ford^JanuarySj^^ 18.11. Lai&i Sify8&Q»> 

LETTERim 

From the young gentleman to bis father.-' 

Honoured Sir,. 

AFTER entreating you to make acceptiible my duty i& 
my mother^ andJove to my sisters, I embrace this op- - 
portunity of letting you know how happily lam settled in 
^he family of the worthy doctor. Thi^ good gentleman,^ 
»nd his amiable lady, do every thing in theic power.to nrake 
my lifer agreeable, during the intervals of my attendance 
on ihe public lectures* Thie 4octor has b^un to teach me 
geometry,, and L hope soon to be able, to make some pro-* 
■^ress in that useful science, 

I have endeavoured to be as good an economist a^pos- 
«ible^ but at present am obliged to purchase several books;. 
I know your tenderness and generosity, and doubt not of 
iiearing from you sjoon. . . 

Xami.Sir, yoorgSiactionat^ and'dalifulspn; ^ 



©IFFERBNT RELATIONS; . ^ 

LETTER IV. 
The father's answer. 
DeaF Charles, ' , 

I RECEIVED youF fetter, atid am greatly pleased to hear 
of tlie progress you make in your studies, as well a« 
«your agreeable situation. I know the doctor is a worthy, 
rman, and if your behaviour cdnlinues consistent with the 

■ ^tie^ of morality* you may be assured of tiis treating you 
I with the same tenderness as if you were his own son. 

As to the affair you mention, concerning, the books, the 
, inclosed order will convince you that nothing on my part 
.shall be wanting to furnish you with every thing necessary, 
,as i am as&ured, from the whole of your former conduct, 
.that you .will not i^equire any thing bordering on super- 
;iiuity. I am your affectionate father. 

BETTER V. 

^From a mer<*hant*s widow, to a lady, a distant reLatioHy 

■ in behalf pf her t.wo orphans. 

Madam, 

HEN you look at the subserijition^f this letter, I 
doubt not of your being much surprised with iU 
contents; but. it is more on account of your amiable cha- 
ijjacter,: than that I have the honour of being your relation, 
' that I have. presumed to trouble you with this. 
i My late husband^ whom you know was reputed to be 
I in afHuerH circumstances, has been dead about six months; 
1 .his whole accounts have been settled with his creditors, and 
: because of mai^y losses and bad debts, there is not above 
, one hundred pounds left for myself. I have a son just 
l.turJijed of fquf teen, who I want to bind apprenticie to a i>e- 
r.putable trade; and a daughter near seventeen, whose edu- 
! cation has rendered her incapable of acting as a n^enial ser- 
vant, althongh she would, vyillingly be the companion of 
• .some young lady, where she might be treated with famili- 
'^arityandtenderness. Incircumstancesso distressing.Ihave 
.presumed to address my selflo you; your long acquaintance 
^ =)«rith the world, will enable you to direct me how to pro- 
, ceedj and 1 dputrt nt)t but your unbounded generosity, will 
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induce you to comply with, a request dictated by the se« 
verity of aiHiction. 

LETTER VI. 

The lady's answer. 
M.idam, 

I KNOW not whether Lam more affected with the mo- 
dest representation of your afHiciion, or pleased that I » 
have it in my power to assist you. Yoi< see, madam, that 
all human expectations are Vainx and often attended with 
deception; when wo think our circumstacu'^s tire inde* 
pendent, there is? t^enerally some latent mif^chiet hidden un- 
der the specious ajipearance j and this should teach us con- 
tinually (o look to that Providence which si/kper in tends the 
affairs of this lower world, and orders a!) for the good of 
its creatures. With respect to your two children, I have 
proposed the following scheme for tli#ir bentfil : 

Let the boy think of some trade, to which his inclina- 
tion leads him, and I will provide him with every necessary 
during his apprenticeship; and at the expiration of that " 
term (if his behaviour is agreeable) advance something to 
set him up in business. As for the girl, let her be imme- 
diately sent to my house, where she shall be brought up • 
along with ray daughters, and every lb in^ in my power 
done to serve her. 

I expect ihat, from time to time, you will communicate 
to mean account of your own circumstances, that 1 may 
be happy in aJieviatmg every calatnrty. 

2 am, &c. 

LETTER VIL 

Frpm the young gentleman to his motj^er, during his 
apprenticeship. 

Honoured Mother, 

YOUR having retired to the country, haa hindered me 
from writing to you so often as 1 could wish. Ever 
since I was bound to Mr. Anson, he has treated me witit 
every sort of indulgence, and I have endeavoured toacquire 
the good will of all our customcra* . X know that yon ate s^ 
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shBftoned io your own ctFevmstances, »s not to b« able to 
aiford iDe pockei*money; but-i haveihe f Measure to teH 
yo^9 (hat Mrs. Howafd bas taken eare in that particular, 
aod geauifoualy . supplies me (mm time to time, in every? 
part of my cf^nducl I shall endeavcnr io ad conHi'steotly 
i¥ith thefM'ine^ftleciif viriuet and am witii the utnoostre- 
i^t and dujty* Your affeciionate son. 

LtTTER Vni. 

Yrom the young gentlewoman to her raother. 

HoQCttfsd Mother, -. 

IN my last I informed you that my worthy bencfactre^j, 
Mrs. Howard, had been extremely ill; I have the pleasure 
to as^are you» that she is.npvv perfectly recovered. The 
happiness of my present situation may be conceived, but it 
is not in my power to describe it.' After we get up in the 
! morning, the family are called together to r-e^urn (hanks 
I to the Almighty for his preserving lhei;ii du-rlng iha pre-- 
'Ceding night, and to im^pforc his'prplectioji the rems^ining 
I part of the day : afterwards we retire to br^iakfasl. During 
the forenoon/we young ones walk into the garden, or the 
fields, whilst the -good lady isen^ployed in dispensing n»c- 
dicines to her poor tenants. At one o'clock we dine, and 
afterwards retire to the summ,er-house, when each, in her 
tarn, read< some part of the best English writers, whilst the 
others are employed irt needle- work. I have received a 
letter from my brother, and am glad to hear he is settled 
ir\ so good a family, j am, honoured Madam, 

Your alFsctionate and dutiful daughter, 

LETTER IX. 

From a young man to his father, desiring him to intercede 
with his master to take him again into his service. 

Honoured Sir, 
^ "f ll71THshame,ari8ii\g from a consciousness ofguilt,Ihave 
', V V presumed to write to you at this time. I doubt not 

but you have heard of the irregularities of my coodiict, 
I which at last proceeded so far, as not only to induce me to 

desert the seivice of the best erf master?, but to run into ihe 
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commission of those vices (hat might have proved Fatal to 
me, had it not i»een for the man}' examples and moral le»« 
sons I met with in a book lately published^. It was the 
allurements of vicious company, that first tempted me to 
forsake the paths of viKue, and neglect my duty in a familjr 
' where I was treated with the greatest tenderness. Fall^ 
sensible ofmy fault, I amwilling to make every reparation 
*in my power ; but know not of any other, than by acting 
diametrically opposite to my former conduct. Let me beg 
of you, sir, to intercede with my wortby master to take me 
again into his service, and my whole. ^ture4ife shall be 
•one coiitinued act of gratitude. 

I SLva, Sir, your affectionate, 

.though ondtttiful son. 

LETTER X 

The father's answer* 

* 

My dear Child, 

IF ever you live to be a father, you willknow what I fecil 
for you on the present occa«ion. Tenderness as a parent, 
resentment on account «f ingratitude, a real concern for 
your future happiness, and respect for the worthy man 
whose service you deserted, all conspire together to agitate 
my mind to different purposes^ but paternal affection be- 
comes predominant, and I am obliged to act as your friend, 
although I am afraid you have considered me as your ene- 
my ; 1 have written to your master, and just now received 
his answer; copies of whick I have sent inclosed. Your 
master is willing again to receive you into bis service, and I 
ln)pe your behaviour will be correspondent to so muck 
lenity* I am your affectionate father. 

. LETTER XL- 

The father-s letter to the master. 

My worthy Friend, 

1HAVE often written to you tVitli pleasure, l)ut, alas! 
I am constrained at present to address myself to you on a 
sabjeci I little expected. I have just now received a letter 
^ The Ncwgaie Calendar. . 



from my son> by which I am mformeds that he has left 
your service^ ^OHgh the instigation of evU company : his 
let/ercontatns. a penitential ackno^wledgmeniof his^ffeneei 
together with a oeclanatioo of his resolution to act cpitsiU* 
eMy with his duty forthe future. : He has^ begged of me 
to intercede with yoo ki his behalf p and I knovi^ your ha- 
■ manity wilbexcuse parental affection. If you will again 
receive the unhappy yoiith into yohi: family, Ihave great 
reason to hope that his conduct vvill be equal to his pro- 
mkes ; and it will confer a lasting obligation on. ajiafnicted 
parent and cbiige, >. . ..Your sincere well wisbev^ 

LETTER XIL. 

The B^as^er's anew. er« 
Sir, ..... • / 

EVER^sinee 1 6 (St .considered the state of he-man nature, 
or the diiFeoefwre between right nii^ «wrdng, 1 have al- 
ways preferred mercy to tihe ^^criiiy.of ^tjoe. , However 
^sez^Qoable )tout' request m£»^ appear tp yoursplf^ yet Jo.me 
it was really unjiecessacy. I ar».a f*fcher, jsir, and- can 
feel at least pai^t of What yoii suffer. My resentment 
against the young man i.s less Ihan my anxiety for his 
happiiiess.; and w&rp I sure of his adhering to an unia- 
\errupted course of Vk tuQ# I. should have more real plea- 
•sivre> than his acquiring ine the:rev€fnue <>C^ nabob. 

In the mean ti-mje, that rnoth i«g may be waati r>g on my 
part, to make boih you4in4 h^m as* happy as; possible^ all 
faults are from, this moment forgotten; my house is open 
for his reception; and if he will retarn^ he shall be 
treated with the same indulgence, as if he had never 
committed any fault whatever, 

I am, sir, your affectionate friend. 

". LETTERXIII. 

From a mother, in town, to her daughter at a boar<jing- 
school, in the country, recommending the practice of 
virtue. 

Dear Child, 

ALTHOUGH we are separated in person, yet you arene* 
ver absent frona my thoughts ; and it is ray continual 
practice iq recommend you t9 the care of that Being, who^e 
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'eyes are on all his creatures, and to whom the secrets of aB 
hearts are opeii| hat I have heen [ateljr somewhat alarmed, 
because your two last letters do not ran in that straih of 
unafiected piety as formerly. What^ my^dear, is this6w»|^ 
to? does virtue appear to yon as unpleasant? is your ho- 
neficent Creator a hard master ? or are you resolved to em- 
bark in the fashionabk fblHes of a gay, unthinking world? 
Excuse me, my dear, I am a mother, and my concern for 
year happiness is inseparably connected with my own. 
rerhaps I am mistaken, and what I have consfdered as a 
fault, ma^ be only the effusions of youthful gaiety.*— i 
shall consider it in that lighL and be extremely glad, yec 
bappy to find it so. Useful instructions are never too 
oflen inculcated, and therefore, give me leave again to put 
yeu in n^ind of that duty, thts performance of which alone 
can mak*? you happy> both in time and in eternity. 

Religit my dear, is a dedication of the whole mind (o 
liie will o God, and virtue Is the actual operatian of 
that truth, 'hich diffiises itself through every part of 
our conduct ; its consequences are eoaally beneficial as 
its promises; " Her ways'are ways or pleasantness^ and 
all her paths are peace.'* 

Whilst the gay unthinking part of youth are deroting 
the whole of their time to fashionable pleasures, how happy 
^all 1 be te hear Chat my child was religious without hy po«- 
critical austerity, and even gay with innocenco. Let me 
beg that you will spend at least one hour each daj^ in pe- 
rusing'your Bible, and some oV our best English writers ; 
and don'c imagine that religion is such a gloomy thing as 
some enthusiasts have represented ; no, it indulges y^ou in 
every rational amusement^ so far as is consistent with 
morah'ty ; it forbids nothing but what is hurtful. 

Let me beg you will consider attentively what I have 
written, and send me an answer as soon as you can. 

I am youF affectionate mother. 

LETTER XIV. 
The Answer. 

. Honoured Mother! 

1AM so much affected by the perusal of your really pa- 
rental advice, that I can scarcely hold the pen to write er - 
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ttsvmr : but daiy to the best of parenU obliges me (o make 
yoa easy in your mind, before I take »ny rest to myself. 
Thai levity so coospicttous in my former letters, is too true 
to be denied, nor do I desire to draw a veil over my own 
My. No, madam, I freely confess it; but, with the great- 
est sincerity, I must at the same time declare, that they 
were written in a careless manner, without considering the 
character of the person to whom they were addressed : 
I am folly sensible of my error, and, on all future occa- 
sions, shall endeavour to avoid giving the feast offence. 
The advice yoa sent roe in yeur valuable tetter, wants 
BO encomiuBM ; all that I desire is, to have them engraven 
eo my heart. My dear mailam, I love religion, I love 
virtue, and I hope no consideration will ever lead me. from 
those duties, in which alone i expect future hapntnes^. 
Lei me beg to hear from you ofteui and I hope that my 
whole future conduct will convince the best of parents, 
that I am what she wishes me to be. 

I aa, honoured madam, yeur dutiful daughter. 

LETTER XIV. 

From a gentleman, an officer in the army, to his son at a 
boarding-school, recommending diligence in hiistudies. 

Dear Billy, 

OUR regiment is pow at Portsmouth, and we ire order* 
ed to embark for Minorca. I thought to have called 
on yoiu at school, but our orders to march were so sudden, 
ihsii I had no time to spare from the necessary duties of 
my station. Let me beg, my deaf^ that you will attend 
with the utmost assiduity to y*our studies. 

Youth is the proper time for acquiring l^nowledge, which, 
if properly improved, and reduced to practice, will be of 
the utmost service to }'ou in your fature life : you are yet 
unacquainted with the world, and happy will it bofor yofi^ 
if you remain ignorant of the toils ,and dangers of a laili* 
tary life. Let me therefore entreat you, in the most earn*- 
e^t manner, to think of some employment which will pco- 
core you a decenf subsistence, and enable you to live in** 
dependently in the world. I have left an order with our 
agent to pay for your education; and although my pay is 
(u small, yet nothing on my part «ball be wanting, to make 
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.yoixT life as easy as possible. As it witLbe some days be- 
foi:e,we sail, I §haJl e;ype.cc to hav.e a letter from ypu ; and 
if loo lalCj Jfc will be sepi after me. In tbe mean time, 
t , i ' ' « • I^m y^iit:atf£cti9Qate &lber« 
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. i; .Honowred. &ii?, / .' 

I,T WAS oni^ of thp first lessons yoti taught m^ that grati* 
, -tu/de-i? ihe aoblejit principle that can actaatethe heart of 
,fDan .^ biit..whatmuit itbe, when connected with ^lisil duty, 
.jftcumbeDt pft a son to the most indulgent parent 1 1 am (eft 
Ja-a situation that' may be felt^ but not described. That 
.my. worthy and honoured par entshbuld be so precipitateljr 
^lurifjMd away .to a distant country, almost fills me with 
^horror; cspeei^llly whea I consider, that I may never have 
an opportunity of seeing yoa.any more. I am convinced 
th^t your friendly advice to me is such, tbat^ if strictly 
followed, must be attended with the most beneficial conse- 
quences to myself; my honour and happiness will equally 
depend on adhering to' them, krtd shall always consider it 
as my second greatest duty, to obey the precepts of my 
Worthy father. I have gone already so far as to be able 
f6 read Xenophon, and next week I enter upon Homer. I * 
have some thoughts, if agreeable to you, to tatre chambers 
. in 't)ne of the inns of court, in order to study the law: my 
dnclin^tiortr run that way, but I submit if wholly to your 
spprbbatioii; Let me beg to hear 'from you as often as 
possible, as it will be the greatest pleasure 1 can enjoy 
^dufiag suck a separation. • 

I am^ honoured sir, your most a0ectionate ton. 

; ,; ;; /LETTER XVII. . 

.'From a yttung gthtleman, clerk to a merchant in town, 
- f tDtiis father in the country, soliciting pocket-flioBey. 

'• 'Honoured Sic* , - - 
'WROnTE to you by master Bale, tlie linen-draperj bot 
^ ' * ' *• ^j^^ 1 
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fi-om Mr. Wiiiis^llfae grdeerV istrot safficlftnt to sapport my* 
necessary expenses, alchough il was so at firiU London \i 
such a piaee, tbal:'4Mile8s one maintains something of a 
icharacter, they are sure to be treated with contempt, and 
pointed at as objects (^TlCli<;o]^< , 1 assure you, sir, thai I 
abhor every sort of extravagance, a<4 much as you can cje.^ . 
«ire ; and the smatl inatfer which I ask as an a()dition to 
your former '^illowance, 'is otilyio promote nay own interest, 
And v^hich, I am. sure, you have as much at heart as any pa« 
rent possibly can,; , AJy m^ister vill* satisfy' yoa ihat,my 
conduct has been co;isi&,tentAvith the strictest rules of mof. 
rality. I submit it to your jiidgment what you think proper 
to order me. I did not choose to mention my want of 
money to Mr. Willis, and, for. this reason, have not takc;a 
any.thini: more than what you ordered: I hope you will 
not be offended with what I have wriUen; as I shall al- 
ways consider myself happy in performing my duty, and: 
acquiring Jjie, favour of my honoured. parents. 

I am, honoured sir, your affectionate «on* . 

LETTER XVm. 
The father's answer. 

My dear Child, 

MY reason for not sending to you sooner was, that I had / 
been on a journey toyourxuicle at Manchester, where 
1 was detained longer than I ex4>ected, and, consequently, 
-did not see your letter till last night. 1 have considered 
your request, and am convinced tiiat it is altogether reason- 
able ; you are greatly mistaken if you think that I wanted 
to confine you to the small matter paid by Mr. Willis : 
no; it was indeed inadvertency; but my constant residence 
in the country, makes, me little acquaisted with the cus- 
toms of London. I don't desire to coAfifit you to any par- 
ticular sum ; you are naw arrived at an. age, when it be-' 
comes absolutely necessary ibr you' to be wiett acquainted 
with the value of money ;your profession likewise requires 
it: and, it is well known, that prudence and sobriety in 
youth, naturally leads to regularity of conduct in more ad- 
vanced years. Virtue insures respect, and, as I well knovr 
^at all manner of precepts are useless where the inelina-*^ 
tiona«are vicious, Ithave left the affair mentioned rn70ur 
lc;iter/. eaiirely to your^own discretion; and, as the in« 

B 3 
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closed order is unliinited, I doubt oot prudence will direct 
jruu how to proceed. 

I aiD> dear child, your affectionate father. 

LETTER XfX. 

From a young gentleman at a boarding-school in the 
country, to his brother^ an appxentice w London. 

Dear Jackey, 

LIITLE master Billy Thompson is going to London to- 
morrow in the stage, and I have sent this by him to you. 
We are all well at school, and I have got as far as Ovid : 
I have likewise got tfaroagh the rules ofPractice, of which 
I shall give you a better account when I come to town at 
the holydays. Dear brother, give ray duty to my papa 
and mamma, and tell them I long to see them$ 1 pray for 
them and you every day 5 and 1 have read over the Com- 
plete Duty of Man, whicli my mamma gave mer I spend 
firti hour every day in readmg Dr, Goldsmith's Roman 
History. Pray Jackey send me some books, for I am 
xery fond of reading> and a pair of the newest pattern of 
buckles, and I shall do more for you when I leave school. 

I amyour loving brother. 

LETTER XX. 
The brother's answer. 
Dear Brother^ 

1EECEIVED your kmd letter, and am glad to hear you 
are well, as also of the progress yovL m^ake in learning. 
I read your letter to your papa and mamma, and they are 
iBuch pleased wltAk it. Billy ThompK>n dinesr at our house 
to* morrow, and he will bring y^ou this. Your auunma has 
sent you half-a-guinea; aad as you are so fond of books, I 
have sent you RoHin's Belies Lettres. Mr. Austin, our cu* 
rate, says, that altho' all sorts of history are useful, yet he 
thinks you should begin with that of your own country; and 
he has sen* you a present of Rusiel'* History of England^ 
which is ornamenied with a set ot the mo$i elegant copper- 
platesexunt in this kingdom. I have sent you the buckles, 
and some other things, which you will find sealed up in the 
parcel* We all beg that you will contmue to peiaeverema 



fas 
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ycm have begun, in an uniform' course of virtue. It will 
entitle you to the favour of God, be a pleasure to your 
parents, and turn out to your own advantage at the last. 

I am, dear broths; r. 

Yours affectionately. 

LETTER XXI. 

From a ycmng tradesman, lately entered into basinest| t# 
his father, asking his consent to marry. 

llonoured Sir, 

YOU know that it is now above a year since I entered . 
into business for myself, and finding it daily increasing, 
I am obliged to look out for an agreeable partner, I mean m 
wife: (here is a very worthy family in this neighbourhood^ 
with whom I have been some time acquainted. They are 
in good circumstances, and have a daughter, an amiable 
oung woman, greatly esteemed by all who know her; I 
ave paid my addresses to her, and likewise obtained her 

rirents' consent, on condilion that it is agreeable to you* 
would not do any thing of that nature without your con- 
sent; but I hope that, upon the strictest inquiry, you will 
find her such a person, that you will not have any ot>)ectton , 
to a match so advantageous. I, on every occasion, endea* 
v6ur to act with the greatest prudence, consistent with the 
rules you was pleas^ to prescribe for nly conduct. The 
parents are to pay me iive hundred pounds on the day of 
marriage, if the event should happen to take place, and a« 
they have no other children, the whole of their property 
becomes ours at their death. In vrhatever light you are 
pleased to consider this, I shall abide by your direction, 
tihd your answer in the mean time is impatiently expecte<^ 

By your datilul son. 

LETTER XXU. 

The father's answer. 
My dear Son, 

I RECEIVED your letter, and my reaspn for not sending 
^Qoner is, that it being an affair of great importance,! 
was willing to proceed therein with the utmost caution. X 

B4 
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wrote!lo Mr^ Johnsoti^-ray attorney in Newr Inn, desiring' 
him to inquire concerning ihe foioily you desire to be a!* 
lied with; and I am gkd tovheBr,tliat his account^oes not. 
differ from yoar own.. I bope you do not think that I 
would desire to see you one moment iinhappy. Yoar 
reasons for entering into the marriage state are every wsay 
satisfactory, and 1 am gJad lo hear that the person on 
whom you have placed yobr affections is so deserving. 
When you have fixed tbe^ wedding-day, I will come to 
London to be present atthe^irereraony, and spend a few 
days with my old friends. I hope you wilj continue to 
attend 'your business with the same diligence you have 
hitherto done, and if .3*ou should Jive to an old age| yoit 
wiil then be able to retire from trade witii honour, both 
k> yottrself and family. 

1 am, dear son, your affectionate father« 



LETTER XXIIL ; 

From a yoiing woman, jusfgone to service "in London, to 
her mother in the.tiounixy* 



I 



Dear Mother, 

T is now a month that I have been at Mr. Wilson's, and 
I thank God that I like my place very well- My master, 
and mistress are both worthy people, and greatly respected 
by all their neighbours. At jn) first coming here I thought 
every thing si range, and wondered to see such muUitudes 
of people jn the streets; but what 1 suffer most from is^ 
the remembrance of your*s and my father's kin^icss; but 
1 begin to be more reconciled to my slate, as 1 know you 
i^ere not able, to support me at home! I return you a 
thousand thanks for ^tlie kind advice you were so good 
as to give me at parting, and I shall endeavour to practise 
it as long as I live: let in* hear ffom- you as often as you 
have an opportunity :.. so with my duty to you and my 
father, and kind iove io all my friends,' ^ . 

\, . . •. . . I remain ever, 

^ . t *• • , Your most dutiful daughter* 
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LETTER XXiV.. 

The mother's answer. 
My dear Child, 

I AM elad to hear that you have got into so worthy a. 
family. You know that we never should have parted 
from you had it not bean for your good. If you continue 
virtuous and obliging, all the family will love and esteem 
you. Keep yoarseifempl&yed as much as you can, and 
Se always ready t()assI-8t)ourfellow-servanls, Never speak 
ill of any body ; but if you hear a bad story, iry to soften 
it as much as you can; do not<£epeat it a^ain^ but let it 
slip out oF^our mind as soon as po&«ible. I am in great 
•hopes that all the family are kind to you, from the good 
character I have heard of them. IF you have any time to 
spase from your business, I hope yau will spend some part 
of i,t in readiing your Bible, ^nd the Whole Duty of Man. 
I pray tor you daily, aad there is nothing 1 desire more 
than my dear child's happiness. Remember, that the morp 
faithful you are in the discharge of your duty a« a servant, 
the bet-ter you will prosper, if you live to have a familf 
of your own Your father desires his blessing, and your 
brothers and sisters .their kind love to y^a. Heaven bless 
you, my dear child ; and continue you' to be a. comfort to 
jis all, and particularly to. 

Your aifeclionate mother* . 

LETTER XXV. 

Wrom an aged lady in the counlry, to her niece in London, 
- cautioning her against keying company with a gentle- 
•- man of i* bad charactei:. 

Dear Niece, ^ ' . 

THE sincere love and affection which i have for yodr 
indulgent fath'er^and ever hiad for your virtuous mother, 
.when she \vas alive, together with the tender regard I havfe 
for your future happiness and welfare, have prevailed on me 
ratjier to inform you by letter than by word of mouth, con- 
tern in^ what I h Jve heard of youi ungitdrded conduct, and 
Ihe ihb^reat freedoms you tate with Mt. Lovelace. You 
have Deeh seen ^ith him at koth Hhe piayheu^es, 4n St, 
James's Park, fRanelagh^ 'and ^aelhatL ©en't -imagitHSp 
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that I write this from a principle of ill-nature ; !t ii on pur* 
pose to save you from ruin; for^ let me tell you^ your fa- 
miliarity with him gives me no small concern, as his cha* 
racter is extremely bad, and as he has acted in the roost iin* 
l^eneroas manner to two or three virtuous young ladies of 
ny acquaintance! who entertained too favourable an opi- 
nion of his iionoar. Tfs possible, as you have no great 
Ibrtune to exptct^ and he has an uncle, from whom he ex- 
pects a considerable estate, that you may be tempted to 
imagine his address an offer to your advantage ; but that 
is greatly to be questioned ; for I have heard that he is deep 
in debt, as also that he is privately engaged to a rich old 
-widow at Chelsea. In short, my dear, he is a perfect li- 
bertine, and he is ever boasting of favours from our weak 
^ex, whose fondness and frailty are the constant topics of 
his railing and ridicule. 

Let me prevail on you, dear niece, to avoid his com- 
-pany as you would do that of a madman ; for notwithstand- 
ing I still hope you are strictly virtuous, yet our good 
name may be irreparably lost by such «pen acts of im- 
prudence. I have no other motive but antinalfected zeal 
lor your interest and welfare; I flatter myself you will 
not be oilended with the liberty here taken, by 

Your sincere friend and afiectionatQ aunt. 

LETTER XXVL 
The young lady's answer. 

Honoured Madam, 

1 RECEIVED your letter, and when I consider your «ea- 
ionsforwriting,Ithankfully acknowledge youiny friend% 
It is true I have been at those public places you roentiony 
^long with Mr. Lovelace, but was utterly ignorant of hit 
real character. He did make me proposal* of marriage, 
l>at I told htm I would do nothing without my falber'a 
consent. He came to visit me this momiog, when I told 
him that a ri^ard for my repatation obliged me never to see 
him any more, nor even to correspond with him by loiter^ 
aqd you may depend on my adhering to thai resolofipn. 
In the mean time I return yo* a thoo&and Ihanks for your 
friendly advice. I am sensible every yoang woman ought 
to be carefai of her repuUtion, and constantly avoid such 
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dangerous company* I sball kave London in about six 
we^s, and wiil call to see ^oa after 1 liave been at my 
father's. 

I am, honoured madam» 

Yoar affectionate niece. 



LETTER XXVir. 

from a young gentteman in the English factory at Lisboti* 
to his sister in London. 

Dear Sister, 

1AM extremely obliged io*yott for the kind present by 
the last packet, and likewise to hear of your marriage 
vkh Mr. Bale. I am ver^ well settled in the factory, and 
the gentlemen treat me with the greatest indulgence. We 
have often been told by our worthy father, that popery is 
little better than paganism^ and I 6nd it to be true ever 
«ince 1 settled in this city, where ignorance, superstition^ 
and even idolatry^ seem to reign in the most sovereigo 
manner ; and that dreadful tribunal, the inquifition, exer«> 
cises such an unlimited authority over both the bodies and 
consciences of every person, that none dare utter their 
sentiments with freedom. We see little else in the streets, 
beside the processions of priests and monks : nor any other 
public' representations, except the barbarous diversions of 
buU->iights, and the horrid practice of buniing those un* 
happy people called heretics, whose greatest fault is often 
no more than speaking a word c^espectfully of the 
priests, or being absent one day from mass. Happy ^re 
you, dear sister, to live in a land of liberty : I long tp see 
you again, but the necessity I am under of acquiring a 
perfect knowledge of my business, obliges me toaispense 
with many things, in their nature disagreeable. 

1 shall be glad to hear often from you, and that you 
may |{o on in a course of uninterrupted prosperity and 
.hap^mess^ is the constant prayer of 

Your aYedionate brother. 

* Mir 
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" ' .Ll^'mER XXVIII. ' 
The sisters answer. 
Dear BroUier>>£ *i: . .: . 
T H AVE beeniaid rn vbout two months of a son, and Mr. 
-*- Bale has such a respect for you, thai the child is called 
by your name. I am glad to hear of the indulgence yoa 
receive from the gentlemen of the factory, and I doubt not 
but you will continue" to merit it. GT>od sense and good 
nianne|s,will f I ways go hand in hand Ip^eiher, and never 
far! of prbcunhg respect. The account you sent us of*po- 
pish superstition, is consistent with ihe notions 1 always had 
of it, and I sincerely bless God that I am in a country 
where the true religion is taught, and ev^cy f^oti of perse- 
cution abhorred. Your ^ttnt Barton is lately dead, and 
bas^ left you a considerable fortune, but I cannot at pre- 
seitt*fiientfon the particulars^ and indeed it is neediessi 
as Mt. Bale -will communicate thenoi to you as soon as 
'possible. In the mean lime, dear brother, persevere in an 
unifortn course of virtue, ^vvhich alone can secure your 
present and future happiness. I have sent you a few 
^presents, a's alsro cloth for a slirt of mourning for your late 
\vorthy anllt. Your time will soon be expired, when we, 
shall be glad lo see you, our brother, once more in Lon- 
flon, which is the earnest prayer of . 

Your tiver affectionate sister. 

\ LETTER ixXtX.^' 
Prom' a sailor at Plymouth, to his" wife In LondonJ 

Dfar Betty, / ' ' ' . 

WE are just returned from a cruize agaitist the Spa- 
niards^ where we have given them such a drubbra^J, 
that I believe the Dons will soon be glad to make peace 
whh England. We have'^sunk two, and tiaken three bf 
their*ships, wherein is jg^reat treasure; but it Will be some 
ticpe, before we receive^ our, prize-money. Howevet, 'I 
iave. sJx months. Wages due, and have B6itt you an' order, 
*by which •you'wiirreceive \iy at the Pay-office in Broad*- 
strtet. We sail agaih in a few'days. Do not be uneasy 
for me, my (ifcar,'as 1 tiOpelhe war will soon be over, and 
1 shall have^ the pleasure, once more, to see you in Lon- 
€U)n, there ti spend the remainder of ray days. 

1 am your iavix^g husband till death* 
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u .LETTER XXX* .1,. . 

Trora a young woman, a servant jn London/ (o her pa- 
rents, desiring tlreir consent' to inarjy. 

Honoured Father and Mother, - . • • " 

I HAVE sent this to inform ydu, that one Mr. Wood, a 
young man, a cabinet-maker, has paid his addresses to 
roe, and now offers mc marriage : 1 told him I would do 
nothing without your consent, and therefore have sent 
this by William Jones, your neighbour, who called on 
me, and will inform you particularly of hiscircumstances. 
The young man has been set up in business about two 
years, and is very regular, and sober. Most;people in the 
neighbourhood esteem <him, and his business is daily in- 
creasing. 1 think! could live extremely happy with him, 
but do not choose to give him my promise, until I have 
Jfirst heard from you; whatever answer you send shall be 
•obeyed by 

Your affectionate daughter. 

LETTER XXXI. 

The parents' answer. 
Bear Child, 

WE received your letter by Mr. Jones, and the charac- 
ter he gives of the young man is so agreeable, that 
-we have no objection to your marrying him : begging that 
you will seriously consider the duties of that important 
state, before it is too late to repent. Consider well with 
yourself, that according to your conduct to each other, 
you must be either happy or miserable as long as you live. 
There are many occurrences in life in which the best of 
men's tempers may be ruffled, on account of losses or dis- 
appointments; if your husband should at any time be so, 
endeavour to make him as easy as possible. Be careful of 
ev«ry thing he commitsto your keeping; and never atlect 
to appear superior to your station.; for although your cir- 
cumstances may be easy, yet, whilst in trade, you will find 
a continual want of money for many different purposes. 
It is possible some of your more polite neighbours may 
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^ despise 70U for m while, but they will be forced in the end 
to acknowledge, that yotur conduct iara» consistent with the 
dttties of a married state. But, above all, remember jour 
duty to Go(4^ and then you may chet:rfttlly look for a biess- 
ing on your -honest endeavours. May God direct you io 
4Bvery thing for the best, is the sincere prayer of 

Tour loving fati^er and naother. 
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PART n. 
ON BUSINESS. 

LETTER XXXIL 

From a young man in Ibe countryj to a merchant in Lon- 
don^ offering correspondence. 

Sir,' 

MY apprenticesKjp with Mr. Wilson being expired, du- 
riojj which I had proofs of ^our integrity in all your 
igs with my worthy master, my parents have given me 
two handred pounds to begin the world, which youjinow 
is not sufficient to carry on trade to any advantage : that 
I may be able to sell ray goods as cheap as possible^ I 
would choose to have them from the lirst hand, and likewisa 
the usual time of credit. If it is agreeable to you> I here- 
by offer you mv correspondence, not doubting bat you will 
use me as well as you did Mr. Wilson^ and^^ou may de* 
pend on my punctuality with respect to payments. 

My late master has no objection to my setting-up, as it 
will not be in the least prejudicial to his business. I shall 
depend on your sendina me the following. order as soon 
and as cheap as possible, and am, sir, 

Your humble lervant. 

LETTER XXXIIL 

The merchant's answer. 
Sir, 

YOURS I received, and am extremely glad to hedr that 
your parents have enabled you to open a shop for 
yourself. Your behaviour to your late master was such, 
that it cannot fait of procuring you many customers. ] 
have^ent you the gooos by the Stafford waggon, in twelve 



parcels, marked X I; and I doubt not but you wiB be 
punclual in your returns, which will always enable me t6 
serve you as low as possible, and with the best goods 
•which 1 can procure. I heartily wish you s^uccess in busi- 
ness, and doubt not but you well know, <hat honesty and 
assiduity are the most likely means to insure it, and am^ 

Your obliged servant. 

LETTER XXXIV. 

From a young man whose master had lately died. 
Sir, 

I DOUBT not but you bare heard of ray late worthjr 
master's death. 1 have served him, as apprentice and 
.journeyman, above twelve years; and as my mistress 
does not choose to carry on , the business, I have taken 
the shop and stock in trad«,.aiid shall be^iad to deal wi(;k 
.you in the same manner ho did. 1 have sent the inclosed 
order i'ot payment of Jiuch bills as are due, and >ou may 
^depend on punctuality witli respect to the remainder, for 
^^ich purpose let them be enterjed as my debt. Please 
to send the inclosed order, and lei the good? be the best 
^ou have* which will oblige 

Your humble servanL . 



LETTER XXX V^ 

5 

The answer, 
^ir, . *' 

YOURS I received, and am extremely sorry to hear of 
the death of niy good friend, your late master ; but* 
at the same tinrte, pleased to Hhd that iiis^ business has 
^fallen into sucli good hands as your«. You have double 
advantage over a stranger^ as you are well acquainted 
both with your late master's trade and customers, which 
.by his deal m^s with me, appear to be very exteniiye. 
J have sent your order in ten bales, marked OP, by the 
Speedwell, of Hull, John Thompson, inastw, and ^ou 
will (ind theip as good and cheap as .any that -.are to be 
^d 4n.X<oj2dot>.. i he|iftily tbaxUt. you for jour oiS&i^ 
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correspondence ; aijid^ 6b?U> .en ^all occ^»ions> use you with 
lioaour. I wish you allmanher of success^ and aoQi &c. 



LETTER XXXVL 



f 



To a correspondent,, recmestrng the,, payment ^ of a sooi 

sir^-' ' * ''— ■-' •'; •'•;■■ -:'\ '-;'\ ; 

ALTHOUGH the balance of the accounl between us 
bas been of long standing, ui my favour/yet 1 would 
not have applied to you at present, h^d not a very unex- 
pected demand been made upon me for a considerable 
sum, which, without your assistanqe, is not in my power 
t» answer. When I have an o'pportunily of seeing you, 
I shall then inform y<}u ofi^e nature o^f this demand, and 
the necessity of my discharging it. I hope you will ex- 
cuse me this freedom, yvbich. noticing but a regard to my 
credit and family could oblige me to take. If it does not 
sail -you to remit the. whole* part, will be thankfully rQ<* 
seived by 

Your humble servant. 



^ \ LETTER XXXVIL 

The answer. - 

Shs- 

IHAVE just received yours, and am «orry to hear of 
your affliction. That the account between us was not 
sooner settled, was owirig to the failure of two principal 
creditors. I have just received a remittance from Notting- 
ham, and am greatly ^ pleased that it Ms in my power to 
answer the whole of your demand. The balance between 
us is two hundred and ^tty pounds^ for which I have sent 
inclosed an order on Mr. Cash, ihe banker. I hope you 
vi^ill surmottiU ibis and every other difticfflty, and am, s. 
, ' Your &inc«re wuUwishrcr, ? 
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LETTER XXXyill. 

From a merchant at Leghorn, to a brother in London> de- 
siring him to sell some goods and purchase others. 
Sir, 
.A CCORDING to the agreement settled between us 
jLX when I left England^ i hav^ sent, b^ the Charming 
Sally, Captain JteihDson, twelve bales of raw sHk, marked 
A Zf desiring you to di*qK)se of them to the best ad van* 
tage ; they arc warranted good, as I examined every par- 
cel separately, before they weresent on board. You will 
receive an inclosed order for several different articles of 
Britid) maaufacttire to be sent by the first shi{> sailing (oit 
this port. Let them be as good and cheap as possibl/ 
j^ou can procure, as they are much wanted at present, 
I am, sir> your humble servant. 

LETTER XXXtX. 

The answer. 
Sir, 

YOURS I rec^'ved, and the twelve bales, marked A Z, 
were delivered at the Custom-house, I immediately 
advertised them for sale at Garraway's, in twelve different 
lots, but they were ail purchased by an eminent roanu<^ 
facturer in Spitalfields, for nine hundred and forty pounds, 
which I have lodged in the bank in your name. I have 
likewise shipped on board ihe Despatch, Captain Hervey, 
the different articles which you ordered. There are 
twenty bales, marked B M. . i am.told they are the best 
that can be had in London, and doubt not of their ^iviog^ 
aatisfaccion. 

I am, sir, your humble servant. 

LETTER XL. ^ 
An urgent demand of payment.' 

Mr* Thompson, 

THE exigence of my affairs comp|ds me thus importu* 
naiely, nay, perem ptorily, to write to you . Can youf 
think it possible ic carry on business in ihe niaaner you act 
by me? you know what promises you have made, and how, 
from time to time, you have br9ken them. Can I therefore 
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L depend upon any new ones you make? iif you use others as 
[ 3poa do me, how can you think of carrying on business? if 
vou do not, what must 1 think of the man who deals worse 
oy me than he does by others? if yon think you can tres- 
pass more opon me, than you can on others, that is a very 
bad compliment to my pra<lence, or > oar own gratitude: 
for surely good usage should be entitled to the same in re* 
tarn. I know ho>y to allow for disappointments as well as 
any map; but can a man he disappointed forever? trade 
is so dependent a thing, that it cannot be carried on without 
onutoal punctuality. Uoes not the merchant expect it from 
me for these ver^ goods I send you ? and can I make a 
return to him without receiving it from you ? what can it 
answer to give you two years credit, and then be at an un- 
certaihty^ tor goods which 1 sell at a small profit, and have 
only six months credit for myself? Indeed, sir, this will 
never do. I must be more puactuaUy used by you, or dse 
must deal as little punctually with others : aind then wlmt 
must be the consequence? In short, sir, I expect a handsome 
payment by the next return, and security for the remainder i 
as I am very loath lo take any harsh measures to procure 
justice, to myself, my family, and creditors* For I am, if 
It be not your own fault. 

Your ^ithful friend and servant^ 

LETTER XLI. 

The answer. 
Sir, 

I ACKNOWLEDGE with gratitude the lenity you liave 
a\ all times shown, and my being obliged to disappoint 
you so often, gives me much uneasiness. I do assure you, 
sir, that I am not so ungrateful as my conduct has given 
' you reason to believe. From the state of my accounts, you 
will find that the greatest part of my property is in the 
hands of country dealers, who, although they seldom fail, 
yet their times of payment are very precarious and uncer- 
tain. However, to convinceyou of my integrity, I have sent 
by this day's post an order for seventy pounds, and next 
week yea shall receive one much larger. « The remainder 
shall be sent tna very short time. I am determmed, for tlie 
luture,tomake the rules laid down in your excellent letter, 
a guide in my deaHogs with those people, whose dilatori^ 
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ness in ipaiiag good their payments to. roe^ obliged met4» 
disappoint you : and. lo convince, you fartJier. of my iat^-— 
gi-ity, the goods whicJb I order, till the old aj^couni is paid 
otf, shall be for ready r»oney. X doubt not but you will 
continue to treat me with the same good usage as form eF«> 
ly, and.Jbpli«ve ipe tobc unfeig«edly, 

Youx obliged humblje servant* 

.;;. ; . '* . letter xlil 

From 3^'Oung person in trade, to a wholesale dealer whpv 
. had suddenly made a demand on him* 

yOUR demand coming very unexpectedly, I must con* 
fess 1 am not prepared to answer it. I know the stated 
credit in this aiticleused only to be four tnonl-hs ; as it ha» 
been always the custom to allow at least two months more^ 
I did fiot'tbink you would have sent for it fill that time^ 
»nd consequently trusted to a practice so long established 
in trade. Sir, 1 beg you will not suppose it is any deficit 
ency which hinders me from complying with your request, 
lior shall lask any nwre than 4s usual. If you will be 
pleased to let your servant call this day three weeks for the 
one half of the fum, it shall be ready, and the remainder in 
a fortnight after. In the mean time, 1 beg that you will* 
not let any word slip concernii>g this, as very little will 
hurt a young beginner. Sir^ you may take my word with 
the greale«t safety, that I will pay you as I have promised ; 
and if you h^ve any feason to demand ihe money sooner, 
be pleased lo let m.e know, that if I have it not I may 
borrow it ; for if I Have lost credit with you, I^pe Ihave 
not done so. witji all the world. '. iJEf 

I am, sir, your hunMnKervaat., . 

' ^ LETTER XLIIL ^^S' 

The answer. 

* vt ■ 

THERE k no person in the world, wh^odd more wil-. 
lii^y showevery indulgence to a young beginner than 
iny^lir, and I am extremely sorry to press you on the present 
occasion 9 but I have reasens : and although it is noi alf 
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ways either fair or prudent to mentioa them, yet you will 

five me leave to «sk the following question : whether yoa 
ave any dealings with an usurer near Moorfields, and 
what is his name? if you give roe satisfaction otk^tthis 
head« I shall not urge the demand I bave.mafle;Upon.y«a 
sooner than the time you mention ; but as it aia^ ge doiie 
mt once, I expect your answer by the bearer, wh9ln yon 
well know, for he was, as be informs me, very lately you^ 
servant. 

I assure yon, sir, it is 5n consideration of the great opi- 
nion I have of your integrity, that I refer the payment 
of my demand to a simple ansvyer to this Question; but I 
fear that cannot be done. . , 

I ani youir friend jindvf ill-wisher.. 



LETTER- XLIV. . " ' ^ . • 

Soliciting the loan of money from a friend. 
Dear Sir, . . , . 

I BELIEVE that ever since you first knew me you wifl 
be ready to acknowledge, that no person was ever more 
bashful in asking favours than myself. Indeed I have always 
considered it as more pleasing to an honest mind, to confer, 
than receive a favour : but an unexpected alHictidn in my 
famiIy,.obliges me to solicit your assistance, by the loan of 
about forty pounds^ for six months; but on this condition, 
that you can spare it» without hurting yourself: fbr I 
would ^y no means choase that my friend should suffer in 
his. present circumstances in order to oblige me. Indeed, 
sir, I was some days engaged amongst my acquaintances 
' to raise the money, before I could prevail with myself to 
ask it from you ; and that I have now done it is from a 
principle far moreTtoble.thart any lucrative motive; nor 
indeed would I have asked it at all, were I not morally 
certain of paying it at the time proposed. * I hope this 
will not give any offence, and as I said befpre, if ijt is ai^ 
way inconvenient, let me 6eg that you will refuse it. .^ 
lam, sir, ' . . 

. . . Yours with the greatest sincerity* 



LETTER XLV. 
The abswer. 
DtarSir, 

1COULIJ not hesllalc one moment in aniwcring yaxkT 
letter; and had I known (hat my Wjpirthjr friend bad been 
in the want of the sum mentioned, I should never hAve pot 
his unaffected modesty to (he blush, by suffering him to aslc 
it : no, sir, the offer should have come from myself. How- 
ever the sum is sent by the bearer» but let m^ beg, thai if 
you consider me really as your frjiend^ that yoa wiU sttit 
the paymenttoyour own circumstances, withoijit be tngcxMi^ 
lined to a particular time, and not only so» but that you 
will likewise command my assist^ince in every thfng else 
wherein I can serve you. But lest you think me strictfy 
formal, I have hereby given you leave to draw on me to 
the amount of two hundred poands, or for any less sam, 
to be paid as is most suitable to your circamstances. 

I am, sir, your sincere friend. 

LETTER XLVI. 

From a tenant to a landlord, excusing delay of payment. 
Sir, , 

I HAVE been your tenant above ten years in the house 
where Lnow live, and you know that I have never failed 
to pa,y my rent quarterly when due. At present I am eK« 
tremelv sorry to inform you, that from a variety of losses 
and disappointments, I amundt^r the necessity of begging 
that you will indulge me one quarter longer. By that 
time I hope to have it in my pov^er to answer your ju.st 
demand^ and the favour shall be ever gratefolly acknow- 
ledged by your 

Obedient humble servant.. 

LETTER XLVIL 

The anawer* 
Sir, 

IT Was never my 'design to oppress yen. I have bad loBg 
triafofyour honesty, and therefore you may rest perfectly 
satbfied concerning ^eurprcsenliec^uest. No demand shall 
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he mftde by roe, upim you for rent, ttnlil it soits you to 

Jay it; ^ I an weit t:Qnriiiced# you will aot keep it 
om. me any longer. 

1 am yourt siacerdf ^* 

LETTER XLVIIL 

From a country farmer on the same ocoiaioiip 
Honoured Sir, 

IAM.extremcly sorry thtt9tfirQU|;h a variety of utifbrewen 
acci4eiit8» lain obliged to write to yexk on such a subject 
as this. The season last year whs bad, but I was enabfejl 
to pay yon. This has turrved oqt much worse^^ and it bein^r 
so long beTt>re we couJd get the corn home,, it isi not yet fit 
to be sold, I only be^ your patience about two months 
longer, when 1 hope to pay you faithfully, with gratitudew 
I am, sir, your honent tenant^ 

and hunoble servant* 

LETTER XLIX. 

The answer. 
Mr. Clover, 

I HOPE that from the whole of my conduct ever since 
you first became my tenant, that you cannot have reason 
to allege any thing against me. J never treated you with 
rigour, as I always considered yea an industrious honesty 
man. Make yourself perfectly easy concerning the pay- 
ment of your rent, till I come to the country in the sum- 
mer, and if things are as you represent them (and I doubt 
not but they are) you may be assured of every reasonabte 
indulgence* 

I am yours, 

LETTER L- ' 

From an insolvent debtor, to his principal creditor, re* 
questing the acceptance of a composition. 
Sir, ' 

WHEN I first entered upon business, I little thought 
that ever 1 should be under the necessity of writing 
to you on sttph a subjecj, as this j but experience teaches 
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oe, that it is ibilch better to acknowledge tlie state o^ 
affairs lo my creditors^ thafi> pot them to the expense of 
taking out a commission of bankruptcy. To you« thero* 
fytti sir, as'the person to whom I am principally indebted, 
do I address myself on this melancholy occasion, and 
must freely acknovylcdge that my aflhirs are very mucli 
perplexed. I have these ten years past endeavoured to 
acquire something to myself, but in vain. The viViety of 
different articles which I have been obliged to sell on 
credit, and the losses sustained thereby, always kept nie 
In low circumstances; and ofVeh whjen I paid you money, 
T had none left for (he support of my famify. If you will 
be pleased 10 employ any prudent pdrsoh to examine my 
tooks, I doubt not but yoii will bfe convinced!, that the 
whole of my conduct has been consistent with the strictest 
rules of honesty ; and if it shall appear so to you, I must 
he§ you will be pleased to call a meeting of the creditors^ 
and lay it before them. I have not spent any more than 
wa^ absolutely necessary for the support of my family, and 
every thing remaining shall be delivered up. When M 
this is done, I hope you will acceptof it, as it is not in my 
power to do any more, and consider me as one whoie 
misfortunes call for pity instead of resentments 



LETTER LL 

' ' The answer. ' ' ' 

'*-.■■- 

-Sir, 

IT is with the greatest concern that I have perused yonr 
affecting letter ; and should consider myself as very cruel 
indeed, if I refused to comply with a request so reasonable 
as that made by you. 1 have employed a worthy person, 
a friend of mine, to examine your books, the result of 
which shall be rmmedrately laid before the other creditors, 
. suui if it is as you represent, you need nQ,t be^fraid of any 
harsh usage. J always considered you as one of the 
greatest integrity, and am determined to lay down a plan 
for your future support. In the mean time, I have sent 
you a trifle to defray your expenses, till the other affairs 
are settled, and am, 

Your sincere well-wisher. 



•/I • . ■ •: : 
' letter: Lir. 

* • » 

Frpm a kadesman to 9 wholesale desTer, ta dclajf |)i|i]F^ 
flQCsrvi of a siim of moneys 



«^' 



notetp ypjj win 'be payable itt leu day*, and I 



^ _ are s<?*ry to in form you, (hat al^hougU^Lba^ve con*- 
siderafcle sums jn ^ood harid$, Vet none ,of ihem are dae 
these three weeks, which h atl the tlnp^el require* It is 
p, favonr I iieve.r asked of any o^e till tht* metnenl* and I 
liope for the future jieyer to have occcfcson to repeat ij, 
1 aoi really distressed f^r yoar answer ; hut as a proof of 
iny siiic-erit.y, |have sent iBclr>i«54.t|?iree4?ote« ftubsciihed kf 
^erftom well. known to yp^r^elt, a7v4aithouj;,h.tiieyeir9eea 
^y debi, yet I. have no objection to y(^rk^epl:pg.lhena,a<K 
IsecuxHy till d.vie, te^ tB,e beg Co hear frpm you»as »OQf 
j|a ihiSjCWQi't^ ha«uiy wbiqh will greatly oblige . 

Yoar immbie iervatit. 



, , LETTER Lilt 

: . ' ^ - ; ; v,- . 1 .Xbo/aiwiarar. 

ix«»$ftf»' ; 1 /^ 1 ,• :> . . 

IT /iw» «^trft»e^y fiai^taw^ie for you that yatw letter 
arriv«di^he da>^aftet.itiwa* ivriiten, for I. was to have 
^fiatd y«iir nfi»{e4way>yenei;da;f, and I could not have had 
^ntff>pipoftu|ii||c.<rf.feoa]U)ngit m ttme.tq have served yoit. 
ind^fi it.W0ft4ti|tpcadfiai npi'tQCoq^n^unicate the nems/te 
iiniJ90irD.ertiaayoaricr«daimighi^a^e been greatly affected 
by such an unnepcs^arv delay. However I impute it to 
yotif uawiilingness to idvhS ih^.itite of your affairs and 
ahali keep ike note in tny hands till your own becomes 
■due, and for that purpose kive returned the others, not 
dottbting bat yon wilt send me the money at tbe time 
-proiai'»ed^,'w)irth witl greatly r^bKge , * 

• '• ' ^' '^ • '■ yaur sioecre well*wtshefr." 

C 
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LETTER UV. 
F^om ft jOttog man who had an opportunity to set up in 
business but destitute of money^ to a gentienaan of re- 
puted beneTolence. / 

Honoured Sir; 

WHEN you look at the subscript ion, yoawill remember 
my serving yuu with goods when livas apprentice to 
. Mr. nofHLin, grocer; in the otrand. I have been Jittle^bbve 
twojearsoutofmy time^ which was spent in Mr. F^j^io^s 
service, ind the greatestpartof my wages have beith given 
to support a^ aged mother confined to a sick bed, Mr. 
Hopktn died alK)ut ten days ago, and having ho family, 
his executors, who are almost stranger;sto me, are going to 
let the shop. My worthy master has ieft me one hunore^ 
poutid&in his will, hut that is no ways sufficient io purchase 
the stock'm trade : nor will they give any longer credit than 
twelve Ym^nthl^. Being welt acquainted with the trade, as 
alib IHe cttslomers, and haying such a iair (^rpspect of set- 
tling to hosiiiess^ I have pr6^umed to lay it before you. I 
lmvet)ften heard of your willingness to serve tfiose uhder» 
4ificuHie8, especially young people beginbirtg the World. 
IFyouapprove of (h^s, and will advance so i^uch'on my 
bond, payable in a limited time, it shall be as^ safe at if in 
the hands dt your banker. I shall b^ as frugal and Jn* ~ 
dustrious as possible, and the whoI« of my time shalKbc 
employed in the clos^bttendance^o the dftttes of 'my 
station, and shall acknowledge your kindnesa witt grati- 
tude as long as I Hve in. ibis^ world. lv|)ope this wrn not 
give any ofi^ence, and if you give nfe leave, I will waif o% 
yjoti along'wilh one of the eKCCtitors, tbvt ^oo my heir 
their proposals. My character a« to honesty and ndelily 
Hvitl bear the^trrctesi inquiry; as Js tes^fi^ inmy bte ^ 
master's will, and also, oy alt with whoM I have aii^^ 
ilealings. / | am, honoured anil worthy slr^ 

♦ i ■ /■ . Your obedient humble Wnrai^ • , 

. IJEWERXV. /• ■•' 1 

The gentlema»Vanswer.< . . 

Sir, ' r • • . •■ 

IHA VE jiisf received yours, and ahhou|rh I am much in- 
disposed with ihegottt,yetcodd not hesitate one moment 
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in sendmgan answer. There is soch an appearance of h(K> 
nestf, together with, sach an anaflfected ftiroplicttyy runs 
through the whole of yoar letter, that I am strongly incli- 
ned to comply with your request^ and happy shall I think 
myself if your honest endeavours are attended with the 
desired success. You need not give yourself the trouble of 
calling on me> test it should interfere with your business. I 
ivlll either call on you to-morrow, or send a friend to io- 
qoire into the particulars. In the mean time, it gives me 
the greatest pleasure to hear that you hare not been wanting 
In filial duty to an aged parent ; and while you continao 
to act consistently with the principles* and regulate your 
cpaduct by the practice of virtue, you will have great rea* 
ton to expect theDivine blessing on whatever you undertake. 
Trade is of a very precarious nai(ture, and it not attended 
to witti assiduity and reg^ularity, generally invotves those 
engaged in the greatest difficulty, if not ruin. Let me beg, 
therefore, that when you beconie a master, you will avoi4 
mixing in company, with those who spend (heir (in e and ^ 
substance in the fashionable follies of the present age.' 
Such practices are inconsistent with the business of m 
tradesman; and I am afraid that it is greatly owing to 
such, that we see the gazette so often filled with the names 
of bankrupts, who, if they had attended with assiduity to th& 
duties of that station in which Providence iiad placed tkem« 
might have been a comfort to their famiJies, and aa 
honour to their different professions. But although I 
have no fears concerning your integrity, yet the best of 
men cannot be too often reminded of their duty. 

I am, sir, your sincere well- wisher* 

LETTER LVL 

From the servant of a wholesale dealer* to his master im 
London, giving an account of his -customers in the 
country. 
Sir, 

1H AVE visited the several towns between this and Lon« 
don, where any of yopr customors reside, and. although 
they complain much ofthe decay of tcade, yet their pay* 
ments and orders have been as well as could reasonably 
be expected; and indeed , I think trade is beginning to 
revive. I have the pleasure to inform %'ou, diat in4ko 
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|rlaces Where 1 have Keen, th«rc is tw)t any ajs^pi^araiic^^ 
•fkJKw^ ; and the peopfttj have been «o w«ll pleased with 
yotsr goods andfa^r dva^tng, Ihat I hare o1»laif»ed many 
new orders. I haie lilcewrse received a di^idcrwl c?f 
twelve snillin^ in ihe poitnd of <he effc^^ « of Mr. Cafn-< 
bfic, the Jinen-draper, at Derby, who tailed la«t year, 
and lh€fre is still &on)ethifi|^ remainiiii^« so that uponlh^ 
whole yitnr ftiss will Hot be so|rreat as was al6rst eitpect- 
ed. i have finished yavtr business in this town, and sdt. 
oirt«-m<H^r<iw fr Liverpool, where I shall expect to heair 
fn^m you, i^f yr>u ha^^e any 4 hi n^^ particular to tr^nsaiit 
before I return^ and afn, sir, with ^ix\y and respect, 

¥our obedieiH and faith£il aertiafii. ' 

JJETTEK Lvit 

Mr. Tmp^nan, 

*T RECEIVED yours d <>ed the 2d in sj ant at Manchester, 
'X and ani extremely glad to hear of your success. Indeed it 
has, as you observed, been greater than i expected, ram 
much pleased with your honest fidelity, in transacting niy 
business with so much care and industry : and as you are 
now at Liverpool, I shtll take this opportunity of intrusting 
yoa with an affair of importance. Ther^is daily expected 
'at that port, the ship Nightingale, Captain Koberts, laden 
with sugar and indigo from Jamaica : an^iasl am informed 
the proprietors are desirous of disposing of the whole carj^o 
by private contract, when you have examined the goods,! 
leave it to your own .discretion to purchase the whole, ac 
I think it must be an excellent good bargain. If you have 
not money sufficient, give them an order on me for the 
remainder, payable at sighu I leave the whole to yonr- 
'self^ and shall expect to hear from yoa soon. 

Yours, &C, 

LETTER LVm. 

Ffom a marchafiC's cYtrk in London, to bia master in t&e 
Country. 

' Sr, , ' 

OUR nothearing from you these tfare^ weeks has made as 
veryttoeasy, but still we hopeyou are welh Thebusineas 
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h%^ 6eet) 'carried on. ta t^e^ same manner in whldi }K>u }tkr 
k: but y^sterdaf 4n order came from New Y<wk lor goods' 
to the amtmBi of §ve thoiTHind. poanHa aacl: upwards. Yoai, 
Itaow iba Ame£fcajn credit, aa«i therefancl would not do« 
Miy tiding tiU I heard IrOm ^roorself. If voir please lo 
v<rite bymextpoM I shall abkte bjr 3rottr. dkecUons, aodr- 
«v«ry thing^ ihali bu conducted hy*. y^>ur oriler. We 5vould 
not wish yoii; to reloen bef<*rc: your healtl .is fully re-^ 
eMabli^hcd, allhough we long to see youevery day. Alt' 
the family are well, and am^ 

V ¥oiir obedient faithful servants 
LE n^ER UX, 

Wr. Tkonpaon, - ' ^ " 

YOUIiS'I received th!« d«7, aftftm pleased to hear thatf 
ray business Succeeds so wel!/ I alivays coDfidedin your 
ild^ltty, and am glad to find diatT have notbeien deceived.'' 
I am much better in my beal|h than when I left London, 
altlK^oglrit^'ia^m^t pertecily* re-established^ bat I hope it- 
will be so in a sfiort time. Copc^rn^ng the Americati order, 
I am extremely glad to hearbf it, not only on my account, 
Wt aho of trade m generaL Their ci^dit' lo be sure b lang», 
but I would, ratb^ trust loi>ar bretbren-in jthst part of the 
world>ttwo years, than tbose, who areour natural enemies, 
oae ino^tb* ¥ou i»&y give ordcirf for tbe 4i0cr^ni good^ 
wanting, U> be got ready as seen as possible, and before 
tiiey are completed I hope to be in town; 1 am much pl^a^-^; 
ed to hear that all my ser^nts are concerned for my wel*' 
&re,.a9 it will at all times give me the greatest 4iappiqes% 
^ make their diflferent si tuation« ascomfortablea$h<P9n« 
aiiCient with a 6fcai9 oi^tervitude.' 

I am, yoor aieeiiomite ma$i«ll< 

LETTEBLLX- 

ReeoBttendmg a manservant. 

ftV, 

TH^ bearer has served ra^ with integrity and fidelity^.. 
th^« tbr^Qye^rSi but having % detir^ to $«ttle in Lon^ 

' C 3 
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don, he left my house about a week ago, ^nd by a lef f cr' 
•received from him f hi» day, I find you are willing to cm- 
ploy him on my reeommeiidatian, and k is with the great- 
e«t pleasure that I comply with his request Hit behavi- 
our, while with me, was urtctly honest, sobej*, and dili- 
geiil, and I doubt not but rt will be the same n^ith you; 
I have sent this inclosed in one to himself^ and ifyoa 
employ him I hope he will give satisfaction. 

I am, 8tr» jour humble servant* 

LETTER LXl 

The Aaiwer. 
Sir, 

I RECEIVED y6Qrt>bligiag letter in recommendation of 
the young roan, and in cbnsequence of that baye tfdcen 
bim tncp my family. I doubt not, firma what yotf say, of hta 
giving satisfaction; and you may be assuried of bis bahi^ 
treated wkh humanuf, txid rewarded according to kia 
merit. ~ * 

I am, your haflible jervanU_ 

LETTER LXIL ^ 

From ft country ihopkeepef, to his friend in London, do* , 
sking him to send hini some goods. . 

* 'Sir, ' . ' , ■ . • . • ^ ?■•■;«. • 

HpH AT friendship which wccontracleain aurybuth isnot 

'1. yeC, I hope, abated, although Providence has placed 
ill man'y miles distant fronreach olher. 1 have heard of your 
success in London, and it is with pleasure I can assure you 
Aiat t am comfortably settled here. But yoti know that 
otif r^fufhs are slow, and profits small, and therefore, how- 
ever willing, I am not in circumstances sufficient to defray 
thaTMpense of a journey to London, in order to purchase 
goods at the best hand ; which has been attended with some 
loss, besides a consideeahle expense. Relying, therefore, 
on your former friendship, I have presumed to solicit your 
assistance, to purchase, from time to time, what goods I inay 
happen to want from -London, for which an order sball.be 
jcmiiled on delivery. At present I have opiy sent for a few 
ar.ticles^ as you will see by the inclosed. I doubt not of 
your getting them as good and cheap as -possible ; kad if 
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ihere ft ^ny Uitng.l c«» do to ^erve you i* tl)t»f>M df the 
country, yoa may depend oa its being eKQ^'uled w^i-the . 
utmost fidfUilf and dkpiUch. ' 

I aosi ftir» your sincere fricaiU 

LETTER LXH* 

\ The answer. 

Sir.... .. ^ " 

YOURS I received, and aits extremely glad to bear ofy^ 
being so comfortably settled. - Tliere is a ple^mre i||. 
lookih^' bAcI^ lb tAo^e youthful days we jpeot together ii 
haritriess aQias^emen^ and ft gives me grest pteasare to thinlc 
that I have it in my pawef'to beany i^ ay of serried to my 
friend; The goods yoo ordered are sent in the Lichfiel<f 
wuggon,;^ directed to you. They are good> and b$ cheap as' 
any to be* had in i>>ndoR» and^l hope you \f il) be a consi- 
derable gainer. With respect to your kind profier of ser- 
vice, !• he&rtily think- yott« and shalf, as occasion r^^quireS|: 
tft'OUble y6tt with something oFthat naiure. In the mean^ 
Ihtt^ b^ sure'to cOttiOiaAd me in every thing where^ lean 
serve you, 'as it ivill give the greatest pleasure to your tin* 
cere ixtt^ 

LETTER tXIV. 

From a country shopkM|ier, '|o^^ 4eii^r in -London, coal* 
plaining of the badness of his goods. 

^Srri '" ^- '•»••'■ • . ■ ' •" ^ •• . ^ s 

WHEN I first beganrto correspond with you, it wafc my 
fixed resolution to act with integrity and honour^ ex« 
peeling the same in return. I must, indeed, confessfthdt 
tlie goods yod »b( ibe fdr some time were as ^ood as any I' 
could porchaKe from another, and so far i had not any rea«r 
son toicomplain; But jfow the case is qahe dtfiferent : : thev 
tW9 lust parcels ypuaent me«re toba4 thatldatenotofferl 
them to my custom&rs. Frominrhac, sirydoea tHis proceeds 
^ve 1 e^r« be^n d<ificient in iny payments? no, you daro) 
not accuse due with any thing of thattiatt«ve. ilowever.« ii 
am obli^d to tell yxm, tiiiatt unless you send me eth^r^.in: 
tt)e|r room/ 1 mn St either withdraw tnf correspondence, orr 
s^attttt^ofytsbop. . Youtmay cbioose which you please, and 
let 4io h^taiMUtt) yo« aoinfviwr by return of pqsf > ai I aiM 

C4 



M lETEMS ON BOiSfN?»» 

ia im»€di«l« wui of those goods, and ik\ daogef of hmmi . 

Id so dobg yon utili fblige, ko«. 

lETTEK tXV. 
The answer. 

IKECEIVED yoitr3» andam e^tr^mdy sofry to hear eh» 
^ gooiis ftenl yott wefe so bad. . 1 kntm I bad fioaie such in 
my >»areboii».ff,.bttt was detibrmm«d Ip iwsllllwm at a Ion* 
^le« wiihottt ovff thinking of th«ir being soot to any of] 
JByruMooiert, pariicularjy so valiiabfe a corrofpoodwnt 9^ 
XPorsolf* By somo mistake my serYaaHa bave ioadverl^ 
^ntly sent tbom, for wbicb I am extrome^y sorry; b«t» iit 
^der iQ make you amends^ I send by ibis day's i^^aggo^ 
tbose vybicb I iiad.orjgtoalJy intended for ydti» at myo^^ff^ 
expense. I bopo you wilfexcuse tbis^ 9f^ be assured yoiM^ 
^1 iiOTer b^ aerved in socb a manner for (be fature. 
1 ajm^ sir, your bumble seivani; . 



LETTER LXVL 

From a tradesBum in distressed circumstancer^ detiri&g % 
letter of licence* 

IT is now above ten years since I firsl^ bed dealinga witli 
yoo>aiid during that time you well know that my p^f-^i 
meitts were regular, but at preaeet^ am sorry ibat jay* af* 
iatraare so perplexed, thai k isiioc in my power to complf: 
ivith the just <icaiainis of /mycrt^itors, nor even to pay* 
fbem any thing until my afBiirs are settM : for that f«a«oa» 
dr, I have sent fe you, desiring a letter of liceece for only 
tweiTe moiitfai*, in which time ( hope to be able to settle 
lay affatn to their satisfaction; but if tbey will oot comply 
^itb tbif, I am Utterly ruined. Yoocjiftswer itirapatjeQtLy 
fixpucied.by . Ybuf obedient; kuaAletefvaal* 
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LETTER LXVn. 

TheftiMwpr* 

Sir, , * ^ - 

YOtXRSI receive<!»aBd fim extreoMely sorf7 to Iieart^i' 
your circumstancei an$ so distressed. In order tir- 
eompty with your request, I called a meeting of the cre- 
ditorty and I doubt not but they will agree to a proposal' 
a* £uffuui iea9onablCy.of which I ^batl give you notice. 

Lam, sifi ypor real frieiK^ 



0$' 
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ON LOVE, <:oyRTSHIP, 

AND 

MARRIAGE.\ 



LETTER LXVIU. 
Madam, 

1HAV£ three times attempted to give you a verbal reTa« 
tion of the contents of this letter; hot my heart as often 
failed. I know not in what light it nay be considered, 
only if I can form, any notion of my own heart, from the 
impression made on it bv your many amiable accoraplisli* 
ments, my happiness in tl)is world will, in a great measare, 
depend on your answer. I am not precipitate, madam, 
nor would I desire your hand, if your heart did not accom- 
pany it. My circumstances are independent^ and my cha- 
racter hilBiUo unblemished,, of which yon shall have the 
most undoubted proof. Yon have already seen some of 
my relations atyoor aun^s, in Bond-street, particularly »y 
mother. With whom I now live. Your aunt will infbroi 
you concernmg our famit>, and if it is to your satislactioo, 
1 shall f>ot only consider myself a« extremely happy, but 
shall also make it the principal sfudy of my future lile to 
spend my days in the company of her whom I do prefer 
to all others in the world. I shall wait for your answer 
with the utmost impatience, and am^ 

Madam, your real adsirer* 

LETTER LXIX. 
The lady's answer. 

Sir, 

I RECEIVED your letter last night, and as it was on a 
subject! had not yet any thoughts of, you will not won- 
der when 1 tell you 1 was a good deal :>urprised. Although 
i have seen you at different timeS| yet I bad not the moat 



disl£uU'.U^0ii^)^o^><^i^p3](jng proposals of S)idba.iiatttre. 
■Tbase o)r ypu,r s^ jim-ye , aften asserted ijbat we a re, (bud t>f 
^alJter^^fUid flight Uxb]^^^^4. ^ (^^ praised : I shall.there- 
loce Pappose it Uue, Anji excuse you for those fulsome eiw 
. iqomiucns beslpwed upon me in yoar letter; but am afraid^ 
-^as I to con^jjl^ with^jqar proposals, jou Wo^Id soon be 
iponvioced that. the charms jpu mention, and seem to valuf 
io muchy are qierely^extenpr appearances, which, )ike \i\p , 
au^amer'silawer, will Ferysaqn tade^and^tl those mighty 
j>ro{isssions,of luve wtil enc{ ai last, either in indifference, 0J^ 
^whicb jU, W€ir&e, disgnsr,. , You desire me to inqulrqo^A^y 
dQAt.C99)^^{nin£ yoii^^ cliarajpter and &mily« You roust exr 
case me when 1 fell you, that I am obliged to declihe ma- 
king any «tt(;h inquiry. However^ as vour behaviour, when 
io my company, was aLw&)'k agfaea61«t I shall treat you with < 
asmuchjj^specias is consistent withcommon decorum. My 
Worthy-guianifein, Mf: MelVil, is no vifA this seat in Devbh- 
shirie,and his conduct to nie hat been so muphtUteiibfti of 
M fmreitt, fba^I tloi»HfDlKH>ieidUil^Q^^;step in an «tfaf)r of 
fiii«b imf)oi^«c« v^ iihiiiiHi)b«th his «9^ 
Th«fe is itfk appearauci^ f>f ^uioer it|r run^ through your lel^ 
Aer f hai ttec eis. one partkular.to: which I liave a very strong ' 
«bjecti(*n; iliai i« this: you «ay th^lt yott li.ve almig .with 
your molht^rj y«t yofkdoo't say, )QuJiai^i9^ either communis 
fiAt«d:yauri«otiaieatsto^iM»f,of your other relations. Imu&t 
ftecfly-asd hobe^lty leUyoii.^that a>s i wu^ild rvot disoblige: 
ffDv awoitei^kiwpi^im neiiktx^ would^, ^n any considei;ajtion, 
iMisiit ofaityaddccMec contrary Io the inclination of your». 
If yaa can .cksar up this to my satis faction^ 1 shall aend yoa ^ 
A morsfr^oKpltca ajMwtr, and. am, &«r, . ^ 

. .' ' . YourimoM vobodieolhtimble serTant^ " * 

LETTER fcXX. 

The gentleman'i answer to the a1>ove/ 

1. Dear Ma4M3w.-'. . ;^: -^^ u -^^ :..■ . 

I|1£;TU!^N- you a thousand iHankf /Qcy^wr leiier, and . 
, it is with the greatest p^eas^re th^itt^^MEi clear up ,to >bar , 
(aHsiactiOfi jthat matter ^«a» doubted <^« Befqre I vyicote ^o - 
yon^Icommonicated the affair tg my two cousins ; but,Lui|i -- 
not courage $aiEci(^tto nie^^tjip^ i^UMJ\y.n|other ^ howev^r^ ■•■■ 
th4t is novif over, and ^noihii,^, . 9he'jsa3j-s,j would give |^»r 
^e^^ plfea^urei Uxan .^o sq^ mejo^rucd to a >:$^igi44/ut 

\, o ■ 



Ill 'lJTTE<l«fcWLdVfi, 

ynttTf wtabfc character: riay, wohrh^lht ^mhwnrMf 
€ Djections. (hat »h« would have wiked on ypttas-lfe bearcj^ 
f^this, had i not persuaded her a^ainat ?t, as !?heiY«s bfleeiji^ 
these three day8ifflic|tedwil'hasetereeold,alidfwasafra^d',. 
<hiit if she had ventured abroad sasnnn, it might be attend- 
ed with dangerous consequervces* But, to coivviikre Jrod of 
toy sinccrK^, she has «ent the inclosed) vrritten with h^r 
own hand, and whatever n«iy be the contents, I aofemrtfty 
assure you that I am totally ignorant, except that she trfi 
<»ie it was in approbation of niy>tMt ff you will' giyte pa* 
leave to wait on you^ UhaflFthen bcTible to^cxpTafft tWn« 
more particukrfy, J a«, d<^r mtd^da^yifMi UA!i%Vtr£* 

tETTmhtXL \' .' '" 
From tftp youojj g[eivtle^^D> pojiher (p <&« JTobbj^T^'^jr^' 

Dear Mist, ^ / • . - -ti . >• • .i.- . > . . . » ■ * 

I¥ yoa find tfny Mtug ih> th^se 'KitM iai|i»rapedy WTiiteii>, 
you willcanHidly etlcuse ilj a«^ddWMiig.'ffOtt lh&b»adt^i* 
^ parent, in beh^fr of %a •only^ behaved, an^d dptifiil Mm^ ' 

My dear Charles' has told mejAhttty^ii^^veonidesiifchtaA^ 
Jnnpression on. him, that he knows. not how to be happy im 
any one el<^; and it gives me great hepprneiis tO'ftndthat hfO 
has plaeed his affections eo 9it«> w«04Pthy ao object.- Inxiee^it 
.-has been roy pnnctpal study to instruct him intbe fwinct|sle^' 
iC^ourholy religion ^ well knowing, tbai^boaaiw lio do not: 
fear Gtfdi, wiU never pay any rega«dtodomesticduttes; ^Hie? 
4Ekar father died when hieaon wad'oniy ten momh«*o!4j s(nd: 
being deprived of ajf tbe parent, all my eoasol«lipci'Wa»tliig|» 
I had his image left Ml 4he«OB. 1 nursed him with all ihe- 
lendernesy possib'le, and eventaughthim to read and write. 
When he was of properJM^e 1 8enjt ti>ni(o a board ing-s^hoof,. 
and after wardir to ibe pniversity, W)|iUt he W4« proseco- 
iinghis studies^! wascon^tantly employed in recommending^, 
him to the care of ibat pod whose eyes beh?ll^ airiils cr^a* 
. turts,'and wtHr^wardand |iiin»«b abcordwg to-th^r merif* 
Ever since his retilTh^from Qxt<ird> he has resided oonatantly 
with me, and hiA contiHict la every <^ne With whom he haa 
-bad any connexions, hath- been equ i t to my tttmost wisbet.. 
At present, ray dear milis, I am ln.a very sickiy condition^ 
and although 1 have concealed it from him, ye I, in all hu«^ 
mai» probftbilityj »y time m this world wiU no4 be long« 



COURTOfrtP, AHB M AMtlAOE. nrtr 

TkcvLi^ tfite .indulgent'partia^fity of a mbther, «ttien Lied 
, jau, that ik S$ my ttzl opinipn^ yoa cifW never place yotic 
'tftfectioti^ an a nior^.woritijr yonrtg mati th^n n^ u^;\^ He rs 
''endowed With mo,re real worth than thou».^df of other* 
wliortk I h^ve k.na«rn * and |havebeei:» toW of iYV$tance# of^ 
kis f>cnevglenec, which tic^ has indosirioiisfy concealed, t* 
^ have onty to add fbrtheti, that the onfy worfdly considera^ 
tion nbw'^pon my mind is to see hinrhappi^y married, and* 
then my wnofe atteiitibn shall be &xed on that place wher^ 
1 hojpe to enjoy eternafe felicity. 

1 am^'dearmMi 3f^uMr nncese well-wisheiv 

LEWER LXXIL. 

^ TJbe j(ouDg.Jady*s answeiv 

'Y' W*f LL ejta^e the fondneM of a( tendei»'rafothcr fbr her 
X, only child* Before Lreoeived yours ibad he^rd an ac* 
tcoant'^^ur nnaflR^tM piety^ and* the many ac^ompHsh*- 
"tmeMflT of your $on ; so thai I was no w^ys sarprtsed at «^h»t 
'yoi> say coneemng him^ Jtiio astore you;* madaro^ that T 
^ijiiotfid prefer an alltance with you b^foreevenfiobilityitselfV 
»ndi think it mtMlbemyowh fault ifetc^rlrepent'calling: 
yea moHter. I wa» going, to say that you had known bat 
|ibw^pleft$\ires*iii this lift;, to be depriT«d of yottr husband' 
«p soon, and the re<itof youy tlT^ spent under s6 many in^N 
%nftfi<^^ Bttt your tettep.convinces me, that yow have fejt 
'more^al pleasure hi the practice of virtue and resignation^ 
i|o' th» Divine wiH, than ever c|m:be had in any, nay, eve» 
4h« greatest l«nvporalfenjt>yments« I hjive $cnt inclosed a 
■few lines to your son, to which- Prefer you for a more ex^ 
*f licit answer^ and am,- 

MadM^yoiur siimete well^wtthes;- 

: jyETTERLXXnt 

The yfung Igdy *s an»\¥er to Ijier lp¥i^r. 
8Sr/ 

IRECEIVifeD yoarf» togettter with one fnclbsed froj» 
yourmother^and congratulate you on the happiness you- 
'i^afehadin bcfff^ brofii(ht up tinder ^sopiotts, ioindaigetti 



a parent. . Ijiope^ih^i heit condact wili be a jpftltern ..ftr 
jotf to CQp^' aftprj |n tjit; yvliok of y^urfui vir- 

tue alone, sir» wb^h can nlake yoa bappy«> "Vl^ito respect 
tomyseIfy.I fi^eetjr acknowlt;dge iKal I have not at present 
.any reason to rej^ict your offer, al though I cannolgive you 
. a pk)sUiveansWfer uivtiUhavefif^^tconsuIled wwth my guard- 
ian. Monday next I 'set out .for his seat in Pei'onslurey 
from whence yoa may be sureof heanng.froro me as aoon 
as possible^ and am. Your sincere welUwisber. 

From the same* 

Srr, ,•:;■- '.;■ :' 

IN my last I told you, .that yoa should hear from me as 
soon as possibif^ and therefore I now sit dawn tofulfit 
my piromlse. ^ I communicated your proposal fee Ntr. Ailel- 
.vill,, whoy^after he had writteu to^iis a)rrespondeiit iJQ I*o«i- 
don, told me as follows: V: .. : - :* 

Miss, I havc^ inquired co^er.ning tj:ie yout^ geaij^i^an.; 
^and the information I have received is such* ihal ( notoi^ 
approve of yonr choice, but must also cp^iess,. tliat if idm 
not do erery, thing in my poWer to fomvard ^ouc Uioipo, I 
should be acting contrary to tlie request of your fatht^r wlieii 
iie lay on his death -bed. You may, said ne^ communicate 
(his to your lover as soon a^ you pl$i»se» and may.everjr 
happiness attend you both in iicne'fnd In etf^rnityt 

And BOW , sir,, have not I tQid 3^u enougb ? some^mighi 
thinV too much : but I amdeter^ified to begin Af^itb %s 
much sincerity as I could wish io practise if standif»g. i« t^ 
presence of-roy Maker. Tp expect. the same (fom you m 
reasonable J I look for it| and shall be very unhappy jfdit- 
appointed. But I will hope the best^ and doubt not.b^t 
the religious education bestpwedoii you by your worthy 
inbther, will operate on the whole of your future conduct 
in I i fe. You may> tbf r^forf , ^ay asrdejtbe tedious formali ty 
of courtships and writeto ihe as one with whom you intend 
to spend your time in this world. . . . \ 

Ever since my arrival here, iny time hali 1>^en spenl in vi- 
€iting» soltts^ the woods, the fieldsj and cottagesi meditating 
X)n tiie loibounded goednessoftb^ Almighty Orator. H^w 
infinite is his wJsdomi how unbounded his iib«irality ! every 
^4hin|^.in xiatuxe conspires to exalt Jii& pcaASf«.a^p4.a^.a9;^ 
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ledge with gratitude their dep? ndence on him. Bail m\l 
aot lice y<ni with such dull descriptions df real beauties: 
Pk-esent my sibcere pea pec ts to your worthy mother. . i 
hope she gets the better of her disorder^ and be assured 
that I am. Yours and hers with the greatest afiectioii; 

LETTER LXXV, 

TKe young gentleman's answer. 
Mydearangel> 

$ there any medium be^een pleasure and pain f can 
. mourning and mirth be reconciled? wilt my dear charmer 
believe that whilst I was reading her letter with the greatest 
pleasure^ Iwas sh<;dding feai^s for an affectfOnate parents 
thus Divine Providence thinks proper to mix so'rao gall with 
our portion: to life. It is impossible for me to describe' the 
irnriety of passions now struggltQg in my breast. Ten Ihoa- 
saad blessings (o my charmer bn.thoiOne haiid, and as many 
tears to a b^ytd parent on the other. Lconceived a nq^ 
tion of two impossibilities^ one of which I am obliged tp 
struggle withj the pth.e^ thank s^o yoo» is over. I UiAught 
J could not live without my 4^r and honoured mother, nor 
, enjoy one moment's comfort unless I could call you' minel 
but 1 am now obliged to submit to the one« whilst I have thf 
pleasing pjrospect of being in possession of the other. WiU 
my dear sympathize v^ith me^ or will she "bear withhomMi 
passions ? andiithough all mv.hc^es of temporal bappinest 
^s centered in you, yet I doubt net but yoo will excese my 
Adding a tear over the remains of a dear parent, which I 
«m now. going to-comnulio the tomb. My dearcreature, 
jnrere it possible for me to describe the many virtues of that 
v^orthy woman, who it now no nnore, you would dr^w a veil 
over thepartiality of filial duty. Her last words were these: 
}*My dear ohilfl, I am now going to pay that debt imposed 
," on the whole human race, in consequence of oftr first pa« 
/* renu' disobedienc^e. You know what instructions 1 have 
"given >ou firom time to time^ and let nse bug of you to 
«* adhere to them, so farVs they are consistent with the wiU 
'* of God, revealed in his^ word*. May you be happy i^ 
,** the possession of that young lady on whom you have pla. 
i* ced your afiTections j but may .both joi^ }in4 she r^mesohtt 



9$^ isnssmaKiDVZ, 

f'ihstSMlliapptiissft^is not io befoundl id tbrt-^vovM; ftii# 
*^ya$ii mast ooniider ycmriiie in tilts worhi as m^miy a alate^ 
*• of probatiou,^ To the AlmiglHy God I'mcommend you-^' 
She WM going oii»,wl>en l£e thread of life w^ brok^Ot 
Kkd she cesLSMd no he an«y more, Sueh was the last ead af^ 
my dear mother, whose remains are to be Interred thiseven«"^ 
ing, and as soon as lean settle every thing with her execu^* 
tors. 1 will (as il werc):ity to meet you.. God grant that 
our happiness'in this life may be condacive towards proino* - 
ting oar everiaatingfelicUy hereafter^, latn, as before^ 

Yours wUle Ufe iTfKQ^kisc^ 

EETTERXXXVL 

From theU^after marrla^e^ to her coHsip^fUamanieiLt 
Deat6ou9iif, 

IHA\^ now changed nnr name, and imtead of fibertyy^ 
must subscribe wife. Whatan awkward e)rpressioD« saf 
aeanet-how pleasfng^ say others!- but let that be as it may«. 
Ihavc been navritd to ihy dear Ghafles these three ]|K>nthv* 
•nd liban freely aeltViow ledge flmt lite^er knew happiness- 
4iU now. Tb have a reaLiriend to whom I can communis- 
cate my -sccretSj and who^<m all dccasi«fis, is ready l6 sym* - 
jMithfze with me, is what I never before experienced. AH ' 
jl^hese benefits) my dearcousin, Ihave met with in my belov*^- 
^ husband. If is principal eare seems to be to »> ever^; 
•mj^g- possible to pjease Me^; and is there aot something. 
ieal^M dttty tnenmbent on^ne ?* perKaps ymt may laugh sS* 
%he WOfd duty, and say chat it imports something- like sia«> 
Very ; . bat nothing is more false ; for even the file of a secw- 
^ntis as pleasant asany other^ when he obeys fiom motives • 
ef-Iove instead of lear^ For my own part, my dear, I can* - 
•Mt say that T^am aowining to t)e obedient,' and yet I ami 
Slot commanded to l>e so b v my hasband. Tou have oftth ' 
apcAeiicontemptuottsly orthe marriag^ stat^, and I be*- 
)i«|re yottf reasons were, that most of those yvhom yoaknew' 
avere unhappy ; but that ts an erroneous way of judging^ 
it was designed 'l)y the A)mi]^hty, that men iuid women 
•bouid live Together in a state of .sqcrety ; that they ahonll^ * 
become miHttaPhelps to each ether: and if they are blessed 
with ekfidren, to assist ea^h other in giving' them a virtu- 
Das ^fieattoi)» Let me thesefere be^ thai mjr deac c<mia 
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wiH no longer despise that state for which she was design- 
ed/ and which h cMvi\k&d>ib aiakieh<erliappy» Butthen^ 
my dear, there are two sorts of noen yoa \(^\}fii siudioa^Ij^ 
tfvbicf; i mean f'ftis'e I s^iixid rakes' The ftrst will' take every 
opportunily of abridging 'your necessary -cxpfensjis, and the 
second will leave you nothing for a substst<!nce» The 0st^ 
hj bis pennriou^ness. wiU cause yoo to tutfer fVom ima* 
§ inary wants : the secoiid, by his prodlgnUty, wiH fnahe^ 
yoa a real beggar. But yo»r own good sense wHl poin# 
eut the proprieiy<of mrhat i, have mentioned^' Let me b*g 
Ihal «ybu wtil coom and #pend a few vnieks with as ; aaS 
if 70U httve any laste £»r fural and ^bmeslie kfe^ I doubi 
JMi >ai yiiu will Mfleu^td. 
i- I ' < i 1 BiH> ;.yoor affiietiooale ceuMti* ^ 

LETTER LXXVIL 

KrqiQa young. Boerch^nt in London^ to t widow I«dy m tbi| 

■- MaAv^ '■' " '''•'*•■ "- ' ' -^ " 

EVE& sincell taNRi^ ftti ibe Wells, wihon I wm oiiia|E>««« 
neyjtio Bfistol^ my mindtbfts been eontioually ranunaiing 
•n >aurin»fliiiy accompUsban^f itfes. AiidaKhDiigbJl^is pcMsibk* 
Hue nmycka rejected^ yetilbaninli longer conceal aip«s«tOfi 
Which h«i|Miieyedi obi my spirits these stK weeks. I hev* 
heeajtfstiUKiii^ bustnaei about Ihree years; my suoMsehaa 
beten- dq^at tOimiy 4»x|ieetatiQnf| and isiikewisia inerentnig^ 
My tfaraily ia i«speclaJl>le» lhi:>i(gh mut ridh; Aadaa la tha 
dt^rity^^ of #«rMe», w fenr^rears will ootmahli any diffWi 
citc4^ where^lie aim^etioas^re piacad on to wotthy anabject*. 
{ican cMily lajftr rgradanit that I;pre%r yomto^ili the younc 
ladies I have aeeft; and ifbttsihasS'Conltnoaslo.incr^ye,! 
sh^i be greatly la want of one e^your prudence to manage 
my domestic affairs. Be assured, madam, that whatever 
time I can spare ffoofl ihe teoieiis^ry duties of ny profes-^ 
sion> shall be devoted to your com panyy«n,d every endeavont 
. used to make your 'life rotMre agre<^ble atuT happy . As yott 
have relations in London^ they will give yai^ evecy Raqes- 
tary inforiaation concerning my eharaoiet and circiinl^ 
stances; although i have not the pl^asme of bekrg iftBow% 
to them^ If you will ^voar me with an aciawer 10 thiat H 
will be ever esleeas^das a particular, fasrour^ and acknawi^ 
tedged wiUk tk^ siaceoe^'reapacl by year coaladaucaf% 



m LETTERS ON LOVE, 

LETTXB LXXVm 

The lad^*s Tetter to her brotbert an. altpmef in ihm 
Temple, cyacerning^the afcwe* ' 

Dear Brother^ 

YOU ktM>w that in all ajfairg of importanc*e I have con- 
fltanilf acted by ynir advice, as iamsttil determined 
k^ do; aikd iherefiore have sent you inclosed the:i:Dp7of ar. 
tetter wiiicb I received by tbe^ posi, i^oin.a young gentle- 
'«)an iff LondoiH »Hk>d» I bave se«n at the Weils. tHia be* 
kaviout here yiras poHle wittioiit at&claiton, andanairof 
sincerity appeared in ali be ^id^ . With respect to thia 
snivel be arcitesof, I will giv« jtou my own thonghts, and 
delay sending an answer until I have had your opinion. 

I am at least a dozen yeafs (Jder VbM him, and possibly 
loye, contracted where there i^ such difference in the agej^ 
of ttife ^rii<!i, may terminate in wart of respecton onend6^ 
and jealousy on the othei^*'- 'Ai^resent I am so pestered 
with rakes and coxcombs, that I would almost wilUtigh(^.|^e 
iny> hand to ii^e 6riit wdrthjr person iinvl offer*, totfe^df 
teve another reason for '^entering into the marriage alui^ 
and that is I would chooi!^,. as 1 advance in yearsy to have 
a fnend.to whom I might at all times be al^ie to open jaj 
mind "with freedonif and who wanldueataie witb ihaifc 
tenderness which my sex ^nttfles. ae to«. 1 have been^ 
widow jix jFears/aad whatever r«»lbers nwiy say, I haM _ 
luirnd ib«Uettc|»d wiihsnany tncon«ieln«nc«S| and>far from 
Ibat pleaaingi life :niany are readj^io ifi|agin«i.' ^But.afiac 
all; l'wt!l be'diveoted hf yon, as^ iby «rily 'n^a:l .friend t» 
|vhom I can apply t if y oil; think proper yoWi&ay inquire; 
•nd when I hear from ymi I. will send btaa an answer. 
< .. I am your afiectiottate sister* 

. .- -. ^ '. : ^ ^ .. LETTER LXXIK. "■ -■ 

' ,^ ,, .. The brother's answer. 

- DeariSister, ^. 

I AM glad to hear of yonr'prudence in trot being over 
hasty in an affair of so great im)M>rtance, and ujiop which 
jour.bappineaa or misery in this world will inti^ilabiy de-' 
fWttd. You r reasons againhrre^aiaii ng any lon^ er in ii slata 
of ^Rudowbooidare w^at l4nttf*b«ppoo«e of^^nd It w ill givitf 
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***« great pleasure to promote your interest artd happiness 
'•.a for as I am able. I have inquired concerning Mr. More- 
t-on, and every one gives- him an excellent character, t. 
l»ave likewise conversed with htn>r and find he is a very* 
««=nsible voang mail. As to your objection concerning dis- 
parity oi age, I do not think it has any great weight; and 
upon the whole I have but one reason against your union, 
and that is, Chat there is nothing more precarious than con** 
xsierceji and the merchant who to-day has unliroited credit, 
ni ay. be to-morrow in the gazette. I do pot Qrge this irt 
^rder to prevent your happiness : but only that whilst you 
«re free^ you may take such measures aii to secure a suffici* 
^ncy against the worst. I would by no means dissuade 
you from complying with his j;iei^uest, as he seems every, 
^wray worthy of your choice, and 1 really think it may be 
Bor your mutual happiness. The«e (dear sister) aremy sen- 
timents concerning thiii affair; bat remember I leave it 
CDHrely to yourself, not doubting but you will proceed 
vrith the same prudence yoii have begun. 

-I am your aifectienate brother. 
P. S. I wduld advise you to write to the young geAt^« 
jnan as soon as possible. \. 

. LETTER LXXX. . . 

From the lady to Mr. Merlon, . ' 

Sir; -'* ■ *\ ' ' ■ ' ^ ' • . • " ■ /'• . -:* 

I RECEIVED >;our fetter, and my reaiioti for delay i«g.ai 
answer was.that I wanteB first to consult m/ brother, Whose 
opinion I bad by the post yesterday.. I freely acknowledge 
that you are far from being disagreeable, and the advan*^ 
tageon your part with respect to accomplishments are, I 
iiimk, saperter to those oh mine.. But these are but small 
Aatters when compared wiUi what is aT)solalely rtecessar}^ 
to rhake the marriage slate happy — I mean an uriiori ot 
mfnds.' Keitherolushaveha'dmany opporHmitiesofcon- 
Versing together, and when we had, you did ftot mention- 
iny thing of this. 1 have no objection against marrying, . 
were I assured of being no .wt>rse than at present ; but theri» 
are such a variety of unforeseen accidents daily happeiiieg 
in the world, and aH conf^pirirsg together to promote dia* 
tensions in families, that we can never be too careful how 



io fix our choice. I shall Dot» sir, from what I {^R^^ smen ef 
vovr behaviour, and heard of yous chs^racter, have any ob* 
j^clipu against) our request : but I confess I am afraid jfM^^ 
Have bt en T'alhertoq precipitate inyour choice^nd although 
m^. ptrr^on laay h^ve engaged your 'aUentrony yet 1 aoa 
atraui all those charms you so much e^CtoI, are i^t sjufficien^ | 
i& kee;p you lo-yahto the marriage vow. But I will bopar 
the best, and believe you dcs virtuous as you are cepre« , 
tented; nor give my hand io aoy other but you. In the 
9Biean time I shall be glad to hear that you continue youjr 
visits UT n^y brother; you will find bioa one of the moitl 
worthy persons you ever coRversed with, and much es» I 
U^med iov hk knowledge in tfhe law., 1 have rjowgivea | 
]f[,G4r leave to write ai ouen as you piease> as I hope alk! 
your letters will be agreeable ; and as for the time fisce^ 
ibr aoy thing else* I shall leave it eoUrel^ to be settled hy 
yomml^ »od nry>.bYqtbeir} v^d 9m$ dear sir^r 
... Yo4ra siacerdy;.^ 



LETTER UnCEL 

From a yoan^i^enileihany in expectation of anesfaieifrony 
bis penurious unde^ to a youngs lady of small fbrtiioe*. 
desiring her to elope with bim la Scotland* 

Mydea^MMla, , . . 

MY uncle's laying bis injofictions uponinetOK^e you lio* 
mot^y bas.only aervedto addfael Iq iny passion. ( 
«Mi|iot live without you^ and if you persist lA refusing tcr 
comply, I aia miserable for ever. I pa^ no regard to his^ 
threM«x^tng» when pat ifi conqpetition with the love I hav# 
ibc you. . fion't be afraid of poverty ; if he should continaa 
i|if«orf^bie» ) haveslill education sufficient to procure a 
geoteel employment in one of the public offices, where ( 
Ho^y ris^ t^ preferment. Therefore^ if ever you love Wr 
Ust me beg thai you will not make me any longer unhappv. 
Xet me entreat you, by all tbat^sdear, that you will comply' 
i^ith my lecjuest, and meet me at six on Stinday evenii)g«r 
ftt the bstck door of the garden, where a chaise and four 
y^ai be ready. I will fly onHbe wings of love to mett niy 
dNK mer» ana be happ^ in her embraces for ever. 
t< . iamiiour dearb^en 
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LETTER LXXXII. 
The lady's prudent answer. 

THOtJGH thoroe^hly conscious in thU act Imalce ft 
breach of ihose laws said to be laid down fir lovers, 
Especially such of our sex as would rather be celebrated for 
a romantic turn of mind, ihart for what'is far more prefer- 
able, a prudent decorum, y el I cannot be persuaded (her^ 
may occur Mich a crijiis^ as may make it consistent with the 
suidest liiks of honour and justice; wh'ch at least ought 
to be put in the balance, if not outweigh whatever custom 
yoo have prescribed. That such a crisis now exists, yoiir 
letter and former concurring testimonies make manifest. 
For l have too high ar opinion of your inlegrliy to dooot 
their truth; and believe me, when I assure you most so^ 
lemnfy; I place their validity to that a(^counf, and not in a 
mistaken notion or consciousness of my own merit. No, 
«ir/ttii.frora a too scgasible conviction of yo&r own injurious 
error of your passion, I havei}een induced to commit (his 
violence to my sex — I had almost made roy sentiments 
<:onjurp you to delist, ^re it be too late, in the pursuit 6t'a 
passion, that cannot but bring with it.a train ot inevitable 
miseries, since it must be attended with the violation of 
your duty to that relation to whom you are bound to |Say 
foplicti obedience, bv the laws of nature, gralifbde, aiia 
heaven. I will not oVfend your delicacy, in urging those 
of interest and dependency, though -each consideration 
ought to have its prevalence, against making a sacrifice of 
it to an impetuous passion tor one, whose single desert is, 
that she dreads your indigence more tha( 4he rjQgrets'rhat 
of the Uafoitonaie^ 

I£TtER LXXXlir, . , ' 

From a yo«ng officer in the awiy, ta a.gentletiwtti^t daof^ 
; ter, with whom he is in iove. • 

Bear Sophia, 
*r IT THEN our regiment recefved orders to march frqni 
VV Salisbury, I was almost in a state of distraction. Tb 
be forced to leave her who is already in possession of my 
heart, and separated to such a distance, bad almost induced 
toe to give up my commissionj nor have I any research 
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left bat that of the pen. Afler a long aod tediont marck 
we arrived here, where we are to remain till next samnaef. 
But alas! how insignificant are all the aflarements of tbe^ 
place, and the gaiety of fellow officers, when compared] 
.with the pleasing moments »pent in your company. Ho«r 
long, my dear, roust I be unhappy ? will not your sympa*| 
thizing nature pity my distracted mind? how lamentrag' 
the thought,, that whilst lam writing this, some mor6 fortu- 
nate lover may be making his addresses to my charmeri 
and even obtaining a place in her heart! but what ami 
saying? -whither does my delirium drive me? no, my an*! 
gel, I know the generosity of your nature. I dare not »m< 
pect your sincerity, and will siDl believe you mine. The 
principal gentlemen in Manchester invited the officers of 
our regiment to a ball, and all but myself considered the 
entertainment as a very great honour; each danced with 
liis partner, as I was told. In^rder to avoid the company, 
%vithout giving offence, I mounted guard for the day, and 
enjoyed myself either thinking of you, or conversing withi 
the soldiers. • . j 

According to my prom'lse I have sent the inclosed to your 
father, and i doubt not of hifr being surprised, anless^ypuj 
Iiave mentioned it to him. 1 am impatient for his answer, i 
.as well as yours. My uncle has promised to procure me 
preferment as soon as parliament meets. . Adien^ my 
chfirme]:^ let me hear from you immediately. 

I am yours for ever. 

LETTER LXXXIV. . 
The officer's letter to the lady's father. 

Honoured Sir, 

YQUR generosity to me whilst bur regiment lay at 
Salisbury, will ever lay me under^ the highest obliga- 
tions; bat at present I have Something of a more impor- 
•tall nalom to communicate, upon wJiich all my happiness 
or misery in thir work! d^pendji, and your answer will 
either secure the one, or hasten the other. 

The_many amiable accomplishments of j'our beloved So- 
phia, stole insensibly on ray hearty and I found myself pas- 
sionateljrin love, before I was able to make declaration of ] 
my sentiments, nor did 1 do it until the day we were order- 
ed to march. I hope you will forgive ray not mentioning 
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'litifiyaa^y I was realty sa much agisted a»tcajx:e to be able 
to. attend my duty* I doubt ^ei mi oue of your sensibility 
knQ>^«;.w)iat it is to be In love* Your, daughter, i freeij 
l^cHiT^vred^e, is adofoedwith so many vnttief, that^he iji 
entitled to the best huiiband in England;^ and although I 
darjs ttot hope to merit tliat appeilatioa^ yet I vrtll fxiake it 
imy constant duty to promote her happiness. 
• I have often told you that my parents died whilst I wat 
young, and left me to the care or an unde lately returned 
Irom the lS»3At Indies, where he had acquired a considerable 
fsrtuiie. My inclii^ation led me to the army« and my ancle 
]irocared me a commission. Ever since he has treated me 
as his own son, and being a bache!or has made a will itk 
, my favour*. He is now a fnember of parliament for T — ^ 
and has given me leave tochoosea wife for myself^ without 
asy otber qtialificatlon besides virtue. 1 have written to 
iilfD conQerning yx)ur daughter, and his answer is, that he 
diali C9niUder;me as .extremely happy in being connected 
with 40 worthy a family as yotirs, I hope, you will not 
baveany objection 'against my being in the arniy* It was 
eirigin^lly my own choice, and I doubtnot of rising in time 
to the command of a regiment. Tliere'is a sort of rever- 
. ential fear«pon my mind, whilst I am writing to so worthy 
m person ai the fatherof my bt^Ioved Sophia. Dear sir, ex* 
cose my youlh, and. the violenf^e o£ my passions. Let^m# 
Jbegyour.ansvreri-and O, let it contain yo^r approbiatioi|» 
I am, honoured sir, . , . : ^ 

Yours, with tbe^gK^atest respect; 

V LETtERLXXXV. 

. Tbe yoittiglady'fli letter to her loven 

DearBUly, 
TLTOT more welcome Is the appearance of an ttin to a 
X^ weary traveTler, than jyour kind letter was to me. Bci 
bow is it possible that you shoiitd harbour the least suspi* 
cion of my inlideUty ? does my K^fy ima^^ihe that I woqM 
suffer the addresses of any fof^ or coxcomb* aflerl was 
bound in the most solemn manner, 1 mean by promise ; and 
le assured, I pay the same regard to my word as my oath* 
I if there is ev^ an obstruction to cur Jove, it must arise 
from yourself* My affections are too permanently iixed 
ever to be removed from the beloved object^ and my hap- 
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^>tite5S or tni^^fjr'T*3l be in pr(>p«ttion loy^iir cwWhdi 
. The inciojed frafn-m^ fatliit AviVf, liiope', ^agreeiskb!^'; 1 
fcaveiTot^efl ih, arfd llieriMi^rfe ckn only ju^e ofltis con* 
tt»nts by thv?'coi:JvchtttjP).fr'liist'mght at* *«pp«r. -^ When 
yovtt fetter was deKrveted, 'thj honourrtf father wai- exi 
^Tcmelyill of a ct)W, so that I did W)t <kUver h to Wai»tifl 
the next raornrng at breakfast. " He retfrcA^o hts dorfet.l^ 
tead ii,and at dinfrer told me'fie WouM deliver Co^e^aa 
ans tv^r i n fire cvenW g . Accord Higly a ft er sirpper, and *t ht 
Servants benr^tetf^ed^thc'be^lWprarontsspake a«foK#ip«r9i 
•• My dear cfyild,fn»m'tfheprindplesclf^hat-«tJutiittiof> M#hi<* 

Srit have receired, I doutffnoi batyou rii^a* 6>ecen#^nt?e<J 
at it is my duty tf» prorndt* ^ot»f mt^rent a« &t^9 latn 
et)ie, and. how far my trondttct 'as a father »ha!i%e^it<%n* 
fjfsltnt'with ihatrcde, lappeaNoyoarseif; your own con* 
Science wiH wilftess wbethcrl have not at all limei st*- 
dfed to promote your iriHre^, tod it is wUhpfe^Mife fhkt 
3f now say^'thatytmr ilaaT dnty'Wa« ctiaa! i6 'rny 'W^fwrt 
Avwhes.-^Witbrespectto fhe «rbject oFth* le(t€»r^'€»iigarv«* 
tne thi^ morning, -I can <)nly'say/lhal;rhav^fao'<5t)jeetioil 
lo ybur complying with the young gientIemaVi^?¥*<iudtl, Iri 
i tHink it may be for your mutual happme«». Ipdetedl 
frad «ome saspici6n of it before he left thrs'plae'e : ^ol'be* 
Ing'WeH convinced of hi^ merit, I watt almost itfiefed't%^ 
»K> «tef) of that natute would bcjtakw withotitrti J Con«eMi 
•Pbat"C6ii«eTfit ybi •now liave,- and' even \ny ajypMbiltkMii 
May you both be as happy a^s ! with ;' I desire no more,** 
fterei^fi^ giod«i«tt eto|5ped, 'tears hindered him from pro- 
ceeding, and me fronj.maKinjf a,repjy. A scene of ten- 
derness ensued^ whidi you^rt^tt^'fcci,' although I cannot 
describe it •? His «wn IcittY will co^^vinc^ ybii, and may 
nake what ase of it you plejcise. . r 

^ J oapnpi cpnp lude wUbo^t. ^meniipni^g^^pur^jfooiupl .;^ 
ih^ lVwcn)?3ter hall- Vfs^ .t^er©,non< .among so. ratlin y 
Jeauties able iaaitract i»y„BiUy\s, ni>lice,\and>wilJ;lV^iai 
lall tijme&prpfermy co^^uy to thatof the gaj^ ao4 h^*.*** 
Jtiful? I will |iQpe.sq,,4i}4 -^^IJBy *^*"^ be*rnot.4i*ap? 

sqribe myself . » * . V^urs (9^ evw; 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 

The father^ answer to the youn^ genilemam 

My dear youtig fifiend, 

EVER siace I mst had the pleasure of your conversatioif^ 
I considered you as a young gcntleoian of real meri4y 
ivbo would not beguiltyot an ungenerous act i.on ; and to that 
was owing not only the re^^e^ct I always treated you wjth, 
but also the common indulgence toconverse freely with ray 
daughter. I can freely excuse your not cororounicating^your' 
senttxnenls to me befgrb you left this place. Your ardour 
wassoroewhai precipitate, and, asyou well obVervei^I know 
what ft is to be in love. The account of your uncle and 
family I know to be true, for I met with that worthy persgn 
who is your bonefactor a few days ago at the Red Lion in 
this city, and he confirms the truth o7all you have written. 
My deal' sir, if ever you live to be a f:ithe% you will know 
what I feel on the present occasion : a willlngntss to give 
her to you, from a firm persuasion of your merit; apd 
ansfiety §ot her preserration, from a conviction in my owa 
mind,that there is nothing permanent in this world. How- 
ever, sir, you have my free consent to marry my child, and 
may the Divine Providefice be yoiir guide in the whole of 
'your progress through thUlife{ my ill slate of health serves 
as a monitor to inform you, that my* time in this world will 
be bat short ; and there is nothing would give me greater 

rleasure than to see my dear Sophia happily settled, before 
retire to the land of forgetfulness, ivhere the wicked cease 
from troubling, and xv here the weurj/ are at rest. How great, 
sir« is the charge which I commit to your care ; the imag« 
of a beloved wife long since dead^ and the hope of my de- 
cUntng years! her education has been consistent vyith hef 
rank in life,.and her conduct truly virtuous. I have not 
ih« least doLibtofber coojugalduty, and your felicity in ac|^ 
ing conformable to the character of a husband. U^jod that 
supposition I leave her entirely to you; and as soon as yon 
can obtain leave frqm the-colone), I shall expect to,see you 
ai this plac«, ta /deceive from my hands all that is dear to 
me in tJie world. Your uncle has Jil^ewise ^^romis^ci lo ^e 
b«re> so tbat all tbings are according to your )i>ro.fti>sse^ 
.wishes. * 1 am, siri yours smcerelvi 



LETTER LXX^VIf, 
From a young mtn just out of bis apprenlicesliip, to hiV 
8.weeike»r^ <i leryaal iu the lieighbouiboocLr 
Dear Sallyi * 

IHA VE been long in loye with you, hut was afraid tp 
tell you. When 1 go witk you lo Bagnigge^ or Sadler'a 
WeHs, I a^n.almort like afool, and altogether un@t for com- 
panf ^ I jtWnk of yov aH day^ and at ^ight J dream of my 
4ear SaUy. % am well jtettiedtn work, and mv wages are 
/eighteen shiHings e^ery week. You i^nd I can live qb that^ 
andl sh^\l hnng it home untouched on Saturday evening. 
I' will not ^o to any alehouse, but as soon as my work it 
done, jfilurn home to m^early beloved Sally. 1 hope, my 
dear, you will Bot4>e angry^ for l am really in love^ I can- 
not be bappiy .^nless you are mine. I was afraidio mention 
this«toyou, but jfyou wil!teavem:eananM^ratmy.lodging9^ 
I will me«t you ne^t Su,nday, afler dinner, at the Shepher4 
;and ^t^epherdess, when we will take |i walk to Hornsey* 
house ^nd drink tea. How happy shall I be^o Jiear (ro|Q 
my charmer j but a thousand times more to think she wiU 
jbe j^ine. Jl am) my deaf) your /eal lover. 



LETTER LXXXVHL 
The anav^er. 



Dear Jaolc, 



I RECEIVER your very kind letter, iwrt 1 don^t -know 
what to say in answer. 4^*^<^'».»'* ^ would be glad i^ 
mtLTffy yet you men veao deceiving, that there is no sucli. 
^hing as tr«stin^ yott. There h Tom Timber, the carpenf» 
4er, and Jack Hammer, the smith, who hare not been marn^il 
above six months* and every night come home drunk, and 
ifteiat their wives. What a miserable life is that, lack, and 
bow do I know but you may be a« bad to me! how do f 
know but you, like them, may get drtti\k every night, and 
'beat me black and blue 1>efore morning^ I do assure yotK 
Jack, if I thought that would be the case, J would scrub 
Aoort and scour saucepans as Jong as I live. B^t possibiy 
you may not be so bad, fv there is Will Copper, tb« 
Df azier, and jack Trotter, the ass-jnan^ who are both very 
Happy with Iheir wivci ; they are both home-bringic^ 
bjiis^ds^ and jia^e ^ry day a hot joif^of n^at, and a^oi 
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of beer* Ikndw not ^et mrb^i I should do^ -btti arl Itktm 
waJk to Hornsey^ I wilt meet yoa at the Shepher d and 
Shepherdess on Slmday after dioner^ aod thea vre wiiltaliL 
more} ofthd nattec 

I ant, dear Jack, 
Your itost humble aervftiit,' 

LETTER LXXXIX. 

The siK following are genuine, and passed between a gen- 
tleman and a la^dy ^some time ago« but were neveir 
before pubtkhed. 

From tbe^gentleman. 
Madam* 

IT was a Queistion among the stq>eS| whether the whole 
of human nfe afforded most pleasure or pain ? for my own 
fATtfl havValways wished to consider ihings in the fairest 
itght, but I often |i»d-Ri^ resolution weakened; . and wheh 
fL think to act the philusopher, I feel my seU nothing bat ^. 
joan. When my late wife died abouf two years ago, ppro- 
posed making the 4aur of England, that^ by mixing with 
•strangers, my tlioaglrts might be led from fruitless reflec- 
tions on the Joss I had su«tained^ a loss which none but my- 
self knpw, k is true, it has been so far successful^ that it 
^bas taught me two things; firsts resignation to the will of 
Heaven : and, secondly, that I am stillunhappy in the want 
of a female parkier. Tiie agreeable company at the house 
©f yoiir worthy brother obliged me to spend more time at > 
York than I at Brst intended; nor did I know until I had 
/proceeded some miles, that 1 should be obliged once more 
;to return. In short, madam, lam a second time in love; 
:aod although you may be disposed to laughs yet I assure 
^ou-that.I am rn reaKeart>est, your own dear self is the oh- 
jecl. But perhaps you wiilaslc. How happens all this? I 
answer, that 1 cannot tell how it happens. But I am really 
fond of domestic life, and am once more resolved to alter my 
condition. 1 cannot flatter, and I think both you and I 
have lived long enough to judge for ourselves. There was 
somelhifig pleaded me much in the prudent manner you con* 
diict the amiirs of your hrotbet's house; but as he is on the 
|)ointof being marr>ed«thaiemployment wiUcease when the 
other event takes place, i did not hear that you was en- 
gaged by promi'Kito aniy other i and as you have heard st^mt- 

D2 
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vihing i^oneet^ing my family, character, and CHrcooMtancec^ 
'^roo are- more able to judg^ Whether my present proposaU 
Ar« fopyoar interest. In case you have any objections to my 
having children, J can only say, that they will be easily aiv- 
swereAz .1 have told }0u before, <(hat I ha^e only two yconc 
^daagbteRi now at avboardmg-scbool, and I have setiled^aca 
of their marriage portions, and the Temainder is entirely 
for myself; and w»Uiout being any real prcyadLce to roy 
.children^ is mQre.than sujOBcienr for 41s both* As to lbecoo>- 
.mon objection against being a ste^-mother^ I think it may 
be easily answered, when 1 tell you that my children will 
'treat yo|i with &11 manner oC respect. 1 do not imagine 
you can esteem n^e the wor.^ for losing my childrisn; 1 
i^ave too^ood an opinion of. you to tthink so; and as for 
the odious appeliation usually thrown out against step- 
*ino(hcTS, they can only be considered by a lady of your 
sensibility^ as (he effect of prejudice, operating 4] poii vul- 
■gar minds^ occasioned by the conduct of some inhuman 
-wretches who are a disgrace to society, and who would 
have acted in the same manner had ihey been placed tn 
another station in life. Your own g.f«od sense will point 
out the propriety of what I say. from what ! have writ- 
'Xfft yovi will be able to judge, whether or not the propo- 
. sals 1 have now made are apparently for your rea-l advaiv-> 
tage. All that 1 desire is to live in amity and iriendship 
with the woman on whom i have placed my a^ecttons, as 
long as I am in the* world. Every Jthing in my power 
shall be exerted to make you as happy as possible, as f 
think, if I am not mistaken, every part of your conduct 
wiH entitle you to deserve it. I hope you will not defer 
sending me an answer, as I shall wait for k with the u^* 
inost iinpatieDce. I afti, madam* ^ 

Yours sincerely and affectionately. 

tETTERXC. 

The lady^s answer. 
•Sir, 

1H AVE just received your letter, and for my own part 
must say, that you Jiave acted the philosopher extremely 
4ivell. I thought thatlove^letters bad not usually been e^« 
tracted from Seneca or £pictetus| but why do I wonder^ 
when «veD a lady now alive weat through ^e drudgery of 
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learning the Greek langoagis, in order to acquire the honour 
of being (he translator of the latter. However,'* «he hat- 
^ot far enough, and 1 have not. any intention of folio\rin{^< 
herj but shall consider my lover's philosophical letter. 

Whilst you remained at our house, I must acknojwiedge 
that your company war a^reeabfe; and our astiduity to* 
please arose from a consciousness of your merit as a gentle-* 
inan, although at that time* neither my brother nor'myi^eif 
had the most distant thoughts of -ever heartnjg^such a pro«' 
posal as yoa^letter contatti$. It is our common practice to 
entertain-strangen in Uie same mannerwedid yoo, which i«' 
consistent w4tfa old English hospitality^ and-sometiiing iika^ 
the conduct of the ancient l^atriarchs. **, • / 

The proposal w4iich you have sent me Is of too serious a 
nature to be treated lightly; it requtresto be considered witl^i. 
the greatest attention; especially as a wrong step of ^hat- 
sort not only destroys all hopes of temporal happiness, but, 
-what is infinitely worse, often endangers that whtc^iseter-*^ 
nal. I doubt not but you have seei{ many fatal instances of « 
this melancholy troth, viz; That lh«se who were bound by 
the moM solemn, eogflgements to go hand in hand, thronghi: 
aiflftence«arvd poverty, have' often prevented the one, and 
hastened those afElctions inseparably, connected .with the 
other. The consideration ofihose thing.* presents us «yilb.- 
a gUring proof of the corruption of human nature in genc-> 
rat, and particularly its most desirable state, pretendeocoii* 
jngal felicity. The causes from 'which unhappinessarisein 
/amiiiesare various; and 'although •l^ever was a wife, ytt 
I*feave seen many fatal -iarstaticesof their pernicious effects. 
You yourself seem lo b« aware ot-this in the objections sta- 
ted tn your letter;- and although I have convihcing proofs 
that yourcircumstanceasreconsistent with your rep^senta- - 
tionofth«m,yet thesecond objection isTiot so pasily answered, ■ 
nor indeed hare you done it to my satisfaction. Your an-' 
swcr lo the common objections niade against step-mother^^ 
afe altogether rational ; they are what reason will at all 
ttme^4ictate,and prudence on every occasion require; but ' 
you will excuse me if I tell you sinccrely> that even in the 
opinion of the thinking part of the world, the lifeof a step- 
notlier is far more disagreeable than you endeavour to per- 
suade me. Afi eyes are upon them, tind even their virtues 
sreoftcnconstruedinlo faults. lacknowled^e that it could 
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never enterinto the mind ofa rational creature (I mean on* 
who is really so) that a woman shoald tyrannize over two or 
three orpbaas, for tio other reason, save only that their mo- . 
ther was their father's former wife. This would prove her- 
guilty of three of the most odious crimes^ capable of being 
oonimiited in the conjugal state. . ¥'\Hi, inrhumanity to the 
<kcea.ced mother; secondly,crueky tothe survivingchildren; 
and lastly, a total disrespect for her husband; for what wo* 
roan would esteem themaa, or what regard could she think 
lie would have for her children^ if he did not treat, or cause - 
to be treated) with tenderness, those who were born of a' 
woman equally dear to him as herself. But you know, sir, * 
that we live in the world, and few, I believe, would choose^ 
lo have their IFvcs rendered unhappy, if they could possibly 
avoid it. Your character, circomstances, and accomplish-* 
meats might entitle you to a much better wife than me ; 
but I confess the above reasons weigh strongly in my mind 
against such a connexion : and unless they were aiiswered* 
flbore to my satisfaetioo than what you have already done^'* 
I should choose still to remain aa I am. In the mean time ' 
I shall be glad at all tim^s to bear from yott> and am 

Your sincere wett-wishfer* 
LETTER XCL ; 

The gentleman's reply* 

iSfadaOt 

I HAVE always thought, that there Are none more feady 
to condemn thecondtct of otiiecs, than IAmmc who are moat 
guilty themselvesi and of this your letter is a conyinoing 
proof. Do not be surprised, &r I am really in earnest*. 
You have accused me of acting the philosopher, whilst you * 
seem much bette^r acquainted withthoae sages-dian.mvselC 
Bjatpray, madam, is it any great fault to write a.Io¥e»letter' 
in a serious strain f or should ewary thing on that lubjeet be 
only a jumble of incoherent nonsense? shoald the lover di*., 
vest himself of the man; and because he prefers a woman t^^ 
the rest of her sex. must he act the partof afooitoebtatn 
her .^ I dare venture to say you will answer ta the negative. 
Your letter contains so many prudent ia I reaaonaibr reAistn^^ 
my offers, that I should be stupid indeed if I did not oonsi« 
iltr the,m as the result ofa well informed judgment. All 
the objeciioas 1 have against them» is tJiat they appear too . 
niucli gro^ndt'don popiuar. censure. I believe you are well 
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tfifctJs^aintH' with the v^oildy and ydu Imw that the beif 
liciioiis have been mitrepre^enied, and the mo^ araiablef • 
t:fha||^Qler& traduced. Nor has this been confined to any 
oAe smgle station in life ^ it has diffused itself througti 
fhem au^ and although its baneful influence has ofteo ren^ 
dered innocence miserable, y^\ the prudent will despise i£ 
ifrith that contempt it so justly merits^ Virtue is its own 
ri war d } a nd h a p p iness, 

J^aftofoU/s caltr 

Attends ihe music of the miiid, 
Whiis! a w6inan of your great gaod sense has ffie ansWerf 
()f agobB conscience in approbation of your conduct, hoW 
ifcsignificaht must the cfivioU!* censure of rtialice appear, 
when compafed withrealpeaceof mind! Indeed, 1 thirii^ 
yoir have carried your objections against being a step- 
lUothcfr rather (o(» far, and I think 1 shalinot be guilty of 
bi^iphemy, NVhen I call your refinement of sentimeiit,/a/«« 
Micdcy. Howefver, as I said before, I am really iri ear- 
liest; andif Mave not foroiedan erroneoiPi judgment, you 
i^rethe oxih person 1 have yet conversed wiih, since Ibe^ 
Came a wulower, With whom I think I can live happy. 
And Will you, madam, be so cruel as ta remain obstinate 
in rejecting my suit? 1 do not think it is consistent with 
your good nature^ and although I think it is beneath a 
generous mitid to purchase a wife, yet I shall be willing to 
i/take your seftlemenl ec^ual to your wishes, besides a suf- 
ficiertcjr for your children, if we should be blest with any. 
iTour annwer to this is impatiently expected by 

Your real admiref* 

LETTER XCn. 
From the lady ki aa&wer. 

Sir, . 

1P&RI7S&D your letter, and begin to be afraid that I 
have tampered with you too long, toconceal the real sen- 
timenitof my mind fromone st» jxistly ehtitled to know them 
as you are. Mv objections, I assure jcni, &ir, were not the 
effect of levity, but arose from the most mature deliberation ; 
nor would I, on any account, impose on the man to \^honi 
I mtended to give my hand, and c6n*eauently my he^tu 
Thfs i^ould have been a crime, attended with moreaggfa* 
vKtiiig wcdolstaticefs thaii a^ny which you ha\^e meiilione(^ 
• ' JL/ 4f 
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and lesfu entitled to an excuse.' Hypocrhy >s the samo 
under whatever character it appears; and ihc person wba 
ip guilty of it ki the smallest matters, will be equall)' so in, 
the greatest* Your an&wer to my objections are altoge*^ 
ihtr satisfactory ; and I am now convinced that 1 may be 
your wife> and at the same time, at least a nominal mother 
to your children; I say nominal, for although I should on 
ail occasrons consider myself ohliged to act with humanity 
to your children, as well as my own, yet 1 may stilL be 
named by the above appellation. However, as your per- 
son, company, and conversation were agreeable, and your 
character stands unimpeached, I am almost inclined to try 
that life to which I have been hitherto a strang^er. It is, I 
assure youy with diffidence, and ifaueaded with any un- 
favourable circumstances, may possibly be more my fault, 
than yours. We cannot foresee future events, and are 
.therefore obliged to leave them to the direction of an un- 
erring Providence. I shall, therefore, not detain ypu any 
longer, but only to inform you, that my brother was mar- 
ried )esterday toMiss Bright; may every happiness attend 
them both in time and in eternity. You will receive a let-, 
ter inclosed from him, and you may be assured that I have 
not now any objection against being connected with yoa 
for life. The time fixed for that 'period depends entirely 
on your own choice and appointment, knd I think yo«. 
cannot reasonably desire more. All that lexpegt, nay all 
Ibat I desire, is only to be treated consistently with the 
professions you haVe already made. If Jp, rihinx I cannot 
fail of being as happy as is cbn&istenW,ritfeKthe stale of 
affairs in this world, and I do not look ibrJ^jsTacIes. As 
you will doubtless be inirc;h hurried ^ffev^^tfF *^^ ^^^ ^®'* 
London, one letter more will be sufficient* iintil I see you ; 
in the meaA time (atihe Jews 8^3||^may you Test content 
and happy. j? 



I am, &c. 



LETTER XCiri.. 
The brother's letter* 



* Sir, ' * ^' 

I KNOW not of any gentleman who ever yet honoured 
me with their company, for whom I have a greater regard 
than yourself; and the agreeable houfjs we have spent lo{e* 
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ther cannot be equalled unlew they are repealed. When I 
read your first letter to my «Bter> I const<lerecl your projw- 
«aJ of iBarriageas the bighei^t honour that possibly coold be 
Conferred onour famHy : ««<1 yet, withotit pavttiiily, I firm- 
ly belkvfe that tlie wnmsm to- whom you have paid yonrad- 
nressesi has merit equal to any in the world. She returned 
from the boarding-school about (en years ago^ during whiich ' 
time she has superintended the aflfairs of my tamiiy, and' 
conducted rhem with sit«h'^ prudence, as is setdotn met 
with in one of her years. Many offerahave been made to 
her by fox-hunters in our neigh bout hood, but their charac- 
ters were so totally op|)oiilfe t6 Ber sentiments, that she re 
jected them, with the utmost disdain, althouglv apparently 
bfefieffcisri. My sister,' sir, has much more refined notions, • 
than to pay any more reg^ird to affluence than what would 
procure her an independent subsistence ; and t6o great^a 
regard to herronscience, than to sacriffceher peace of mfnd 
to enjoy the greatest earthly grandt.ui'. To use her own 
wordsffthe considers riches as laying herunder an additional ' 
obligation to act 'for the good of her fellow- creatures, as a ' 
faithhit titeward of that Almighty Bf*ing» who has declared • 
that'be will e)i:^ct a stricf account from his creatures, in 
what menTierthey have used those gift*, whith hisunbbund* * 
tA liberality has bestowed. Her leisure hdurs have been ' 
spevt in reading; and wbenl have met with her in the gar- • 
den, or in the fields, she has coitstantiy in her hand either 
Milton, Thomson, or Youngrbot mojJt frequently her Bible, • ^ 
bmay possibly occur to yoor thocrghts, that what I have ' 
said in cotomeodatibn of a lyeloved sister, arise* from a* 
fraternal afi<fction : but I do assure you, sir, that I could i 
not hel'p repeating her many aGcom(ilishtnenls, were you » 
an utter stranger, ahd even a married man. A person • 
destituteof virtue and seniibilit)* might remain ignorant for^ 
ever of my sr^ter's merits; but by one of your worth, i « 
doubt'not but they will be-estimated according to their real • 
value. ' L'ight'and da rknessr cannot dwell together ; nor can ' 
those of opposite tempers ever be happy ; but where there ' 
isran intellectual, a9 well as ^^corporeal uiiion^ nothing in ' ' 
tbialife call' interfere with the raiiorral enjoyments. • But I « 
had almost forgot that I am writing to one who is* well ac- • 
cjdainted with these things; nor should I have enlarged so - 
much, had 1 not regarded yeur friendship and interest on i 
Ike one hand, and my sister's happiness on the other. -Yet 

U 5 
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not to detain you longer, my consent lor a happjr union it 
liot only at your service, bul» «$ I said before^.i shall con- 
sider it as a very happy event; and I have nottbe leaat 
doubt ofyoor ttver repenting ofyour dioice. I hav© heard* 
that your secular affairs call for your att^dance in London ; 
when those are settled, I shall be ghui to hear ffom yoa, 
and likewise of ray sister ^nd you being Jiappily joined in 
marrtage. In the mean time she is at my house, where 
you may freely correspond, and I am 

Your well-wisher. 

LETTER XCIV. 

From the gentleman after his arrival in London, to the 
Jady in the country. 

My Dear, 

FOR so I must now call you : I arrived here bsl nighti 
and embrace this first opportunity of writing.^ 
What a busy place is London ! what a. variety of ^ran^fe* 
faces, and continual hurr^of business; the citizens acqoir-> 
ing fortunes by trade, whilst the nobility and gentry are 
squandering away those estates left them by thesr aacea** 
tors ! but such has always been the conduct of Qiankind in- 
trading nations. One sows, another reaps, whilst a third? 
enjoys the fruits of thvir labour. For my own part* I am 
neither fond of gaiety nor solitude. In all things there is 
a medium which ought to be preferred to extremes. A 
?:iidden elevation to affluence or grandeur, and a sudden i 
fall from either, are equally dangerous; the one too often • 
plunges (he person into all sorts of immorality, whilst the 
efiecls of the other is most commonly despair. I would 
choose to spend three months every year in London, and 
the remainder in the country. This,; in my opinion, is a- 
more rational scheme than the present mode of continually > 
hurrying from place to place, without ever relishing the j 
pleasures of any. But I had almost forgot to whom I am/ 
. writing. As soon as I have settled my affairs here, which 
will take up about three weeks, I intend going to Wind* . 
sor to visit my daughters at the boarding-school; and from 
thence hasten to your brother's ; when I hope that unien 
will take place that must terminate only with our liyes. 
I have employed my attorney to draw up articles of a. 
jointure lor you^ and which I shall bring along with me te i 
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be si^ed in the presence of your friends. I hope your 
brother and his spouse are well. 1 received bis excellent 
ktler, and heart'iiy thank biiijfoi'tbe Contents. 
I am, my dear, 

Yours^ sincerely and affectionately. 

LETTER XCV. 

Froni a lover to his mistress lately recover^ fromjsiclbness* 
My Dear, 

TH16 diayV post has jtist broog ht me the joyful news of 
your happy reiwvery . The ifndispinsable necessity I 
Was uaderofallendlffg my btt»ihesis at thiic place, hindered 
tke from beholding on a sickbed;, all tbai is dear to me in 
the world ; but I need not persuade yoa to beKeve this,, is 
Phope you have had suficient proofs o{ my fidelity, anc^ 
WhaX I bare saiSered on account of yo hi- irllnes$.raay be felt 
btii not expreued. When I took the letter in my hand, I 
tretiibled,. and po$$ib1y shoohi have been deprived of coa- 
rk^e to open it,, had not the seat beeiv red. To one op- 
flfeised v«ith fear, the smallest matter yields a glimpse of 
Jfope. — I opened the fetter, atid yoo may easily imagine 
What was my joy,^ vrhenp instead of reailitig ai> account of 
your death, it contained the delightful news of yoar reco- 
very, written by your father. Ah f thought I, ray charmer 
is stiihweak, or she would not have einpl»yed another 
hand. This led-me to fear a relapse; but i kop<; that God^ 
i4rhoSe great mercy hc^ preserved you hitherto, will perfect 
your recovery. You are constantfy ii>my thoughts, and I 
piray for you every day. That I may once more be happy 
in seeing you, 1 have sent for my brother to manage my 
business during my absence. I expect hinkhere in about 
Ihree days, when nothing: but sickness shall present my 
ebming. Yoa will receive by the coach » sukiU parcel,, 
eontaining some of the newest patterns^; boch of silk an^l 
kces, together witb some other things. Such trifles are 
scarce worth mentioning; but Lhope you wctll accept tliem- 
a« a testimony of my sincere love to her whom' in a few 
months I hope to call my own. Present n»y duty to your 
honoured |Karents^ and believe me to be, with the greatest 
sincerity^ 

Your ever a^ctienale lover* 

Da- 
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LETTER XCVI. 

From a rich young gentleman, to a beautiful joung iady 
with no fortune. 
Miss Sophia, 

TT is a general reflection against the oianners of the pre« 
-* sent age, that marriage Is only considered as one of those 
methods by which avarice may be satisf]ed> and poirerty 
increa^d; thai neiifaerthecharacternoracconrplishmenta 
of the woman are moch re^rarded^ her merit being esti- 
mated by the thousands of het fortune. 1 acknowledge 
that ihe accusation is too true, and to that may be ascribed 
many unhappy matches we daily meet with ; for how is if 
possible that those should ever have the same affection for 
each other^ who were forced to comply with terms to 
which they had the utmost aversion : as if they had been 
allowed to consult their own inclinations, and give their 
hinds where they have engaged their hearts! for my own 
part, I have been always determined to consult my itocli- 
nations where there is the least appearance of happiness : 
and having an easy inde|)endency» am not anxious about 
sucreasing it; being well convinced, that in all states the 
middle one is best. I mean neither poverty nor riches; 
which leads me to the discovery of a passion which I have 
long endeavoured to conceal. 

The opportunities which I have had of conversing with 
you at lady B*8, have at last convinced me/ that merit and 
.riiheii are far from being connected, and that a woman may 
have those qualifications neces<\ary to adorn her sex, al- 
though a(<lverse fortune has denied her money. I am sure 
that ail ifaose virtues necessary to make me happy in the 
marriage state, ^re centered in you; and whatever objec* 
lion you have to my person, yet 1 hope there can be none 
to my character ; and if you will consent to be mine, it shall 
he my constant study tomeke vour life agreeable, and un* 
diL<r the endearing character of husband, endeavour to sup- 
ply your early loss of the best of parents. 1 shall expect 
your answtr as soon as possible, fur I wait for it with the 
utmost impatience* 

~ 1 am your affectionate lover. 

) 
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LETTER XCVIU 

The young lady's answer. ^ 

' Sir, . • ' . 

I RECEIVED your letter yeaterday, and gratitude for 
the generous proposal which you have made, obliges 
meto thacvk you heartily for the content*. j 

As I have no objection either to your person pr.charac- . 
tqr, you will give me leave to deal sincerely, and stale, 
those things A^hich at present beargreat weight with me^i 
and perhaps must ever remain unanswen^d, and hinder me, 
from entering into that state against which i have xiot the., 
least aversion,. 

Yba well know (at least I imagine so) Uiat the proposal 
yda have made to me is a secret both to your relations and^^ 
friends;. and .would you depire me to rush precipitately 
into the inarrla^e state, where 1 have the greatest reason ' 
to. fear that 1 should be looked i^pon with contempt, by, 
ihose whom nature had connected me with ? I should con- . 
sider myself obliged to promote the happiness of my hus-, 
band; and how consistent would a step of that nature be* 
with such a resolution? you know that I was left 9n orplian^ 
and had it not been for the pious care of lady B. must have 
been brought up in a state of servitude. You know that 
1 have no fortune ; and were I to accept of your offer, it . 
would lay me under such obligations as must destroy my 
liberty. Gratitude and love are two very different things. 
The one supposes a benefit received, whereas the other is 
a free act of the will. Su])pose me raised to the joint pos- . 
session of your fortune, could I call it mine unless I liad ' 
brought you something as an equivalent: or, have I not 
great reason to fear that you yourself may consider me as 
under obligations, inconsistent with the character of a 
wife; Lacknowledge the great generosity of your offe/, 
and would consider myselt highly honoured, could I pre- 
vail with niysclf to prefer to peace of mind the enjoyment 
of an affluent jfortune. But as I have been yery sincere in 
my answer, so let me beg, that you will endeavour to era- 
dicate a passion, which, if nourished longer, may prove 
Itttaltousboth. 

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, &c. 
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LETTEIXCVIIL 

The g/entleman's reply. 

Dear, dear Sophia, 

WAS it not cruel to start so many objections f or cottfd 
ydtt suppose me capable of so basis M actioiij as to 
d&stroy your frecjd^ro»and jpeac'e ofmindf or doyou thihk*' 
that I am capable of ever forgetlfnf yoti« or being happy ^ 
ift the enyo^ment of another? for God^s sake do not incna*. 
iion gratitude any i»ore» Youf many Tirtneii eiitttle yois 
to much more than i am abk to give ; but all that I havcr 
shaU be yolirs. With r^pect to my relations^ i have n^ne 
to consult besides my niOther'«nd iny iinde^ and their *con» 
stnt^ and even approbation, are already obtained. Ybtk * 
hkve often heardmy mother declare^ that she preferred my 
happiness with a woman' of Yihae, to the po^ession of the ' 

Sireatest fortune; and though I fbrgot to mention iu yet i 
adcommuniGated my sentiments to her befbj-e I had open^^ 
ed my mind to you. Let rite beg thai yOft will lay a^ide 
allthose unnecessary scruples, whichoi»ly serve to make one 
unha]3py who is already struggling und^r all the anxieties 
cf real and genuine love. It is In your pb^er, my dear^ to 
make me happy, and none else ean. 1 cannot enjoy one 
moment^ rest tilt I have your answer^ and^en the happy ' 
day shall be fixed. Let me beg that you will not start 
any more objections/ unless you are my real enemy; hot. 
your tender nature cannot suffer yon to be cruel. Be mine^' 
my dear, and I aiA yours for ever. My servant shall wait 
for the answer to your ever sincere iover^ whose sole hap* 
pines^ i» centered in you* I am^ &:c. 

LETTER XCI}^ 

Thfe lady*s answer. 
'Sir^ 

1 FIND that when, one of your sex forma a reaollition^ 
you are dtrtennvined to go through^ whatever be theevent.. . 
Your answer to my first objection, I must confess, is satis*, 
factory. I wifh* 1 couid say. so of the otheri: but I find., 
that if £ must comply^ I shall be obliged to trust the re- 
mainder to yourself. Perhaps this is always the case, and- 
even the most cautious have been, deceived^ However^ 
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ttr, Ihavecommanicated the contents of jotit letterte her 
ladyship, as you know she has b^en to nde as ap-paren^t. She 
has not sny objeclion^ and I am at UM reaolfee te ooitoply. 
I most gire^myself up to y«m at a^ poor fHendleasef pbttn^ 
and shall ^deavour to act consistent witk the rako laid 
down and enfbsced by oar boiy religion $ and if yos ^hi^ulii 
so far deviate from thepaths of virtue as toupbrard me with 
poverty, I have no friends to complafn to, but that God who 
18 the father qfthefmthettaa. But I hawe a better opinion 
of you than to entertain any such fears. I have left the 
tine to your own appointment, and let me beg that you will 
continue in the practice of that virtuous education whfcli 
YOU have received. Virtue is its own rewards and cannot 
be unhappy with the man who prefers the duties of cell* 
gion to gaiety and dissipation. i 

I am yours sincerely. . 

Fromayomng ImAy to a gentleman; complaining of indi& 
leteacc. 

Sir,* 

HOWEVER light you may make oF promises, yet I aiti 
foolish enough to consider them as something more 
than trifles: and am likewise induced to believe that the 
mafi who voluntarily breaks a promise, will not pay much 
regard to an oath; and if so, in what light must 1 consider 
your conduct? did' I not give you my promise to be yours, 
and had you no other reason for soliciting than mer'ety to 
gratify your vanity ^ a brutal gratiiication, indeed, to 
triutnphoverthe weakness of a woman whose greatest fauU 
was, that she loved you. I say loved you ; lor it was in' 
consequence of that passion, I 5rst consented to becomo 
yours. Has 3'our conduct, sir, been consistent with my sub- 
mission, or with your own solemn profession ? is it consist- 
ent with the character of a gentleman first to obtain a wo* 
man's consent, and afterwards brag that he had discarded 
her and found one moire agreeable to his wishes? do no^ 
equivocate; fhave too convincing proofs of your insin- 
cerity; I saw you yesterday walking with Miss Benson^ 
and am informed that you have proposed marriage (a her. 
Whatever you may think, sir, 1 have a spirit of disdain, and 
even reseQtmeai» equal to your ingracitudei and can treat- 
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the wretch with a proper indifference^ who can make so 
slight a roaUer of the. most aoiemn promises. 'Miss Benson 
may be, your wife, but she will 'receive into her arms a per- 
jured husband; nor.ean ever fche supers* ructore be la«ung> 
which is bttilt on $aeh$t foandatkm.^ 1 leave . you lo the 
9tiag8>of- your own Gonsciencew- , tam th« injured- 

' LETTER Gli 

TJiegentienian.'s answer. ^ 

My deorAng^l, 

P>Rby thai name Imust stili cill you ; Has CTu%Hy eti-- 
fertd into yoitr lender Vrat arc, ^gr has* sbme designing', 
wretch imposed on your^creduKty ? my dear, I am not what- 
yon hare represented; f a^ heithtr falser nor perjured; I 
never proposed marriage to Miss Benson, I^ever designett 
it; and my sole reason' ^^r walking with her was, that I^ 
had been on a visit to luur ^rother» #vhoro youltnow is my- 
attorney. And was^it any fault in me to take a walk into * 
t1>efiel4&-i^ng'witk^him^and his sister? sorely prejodicei 
itself cannot say so ? but lam affaid vou have been impo- 
sed on by. some designing person, who had private views,./ 
and |)ri vate ends ta answer l>y such, basenets; But what* 
ever may have been the cause>lam enlfrely innocent; and^ 
to convince you of my sincerity, beg that the day of mar*- 
riage may be next weeki My affections never so much»aa < 
wandered from l,he deaV object of my love ; inyoaarecen-. 
leredall my hop<S8off«licity f with you only can IJi« happy. • 
Keep me not in misery one moment loogeo by entertain* - 
^^S groundless jealousies against one who loves you in a^ 
manner superior to the whole of your seX) and I can set at 
defiance even malice itself. Let me beg your answer by, 
my servant, which will either make me happy or miserable. - 
I have sent a small parcel by the bearer, which I hope you-j 
will accept as a convincing proof of my integrity.; and' 
am. Yours for ever. 

LETTER CII. 

From a young officer, ordered to his regiment, inMinorca^v 
to a young lady whom he courted. 

My Dear, 

I Am scarce able to hold the pen. Ao order has just now 
arrived from the war-office^ by which i am obliged to set^ 
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sail lo^iaorrow /or Minorca^ with<Hit having th^ bappineis 
of seeing my angjel. , What unhappiness tp us, and d^vi^Ma-? 
tionamong thQEpman race» h^s the^ainbi|ioDnfp|ince^aii4 
the periidiou9nes& of ministers occasioned ! husbaBdiObliged 
to leave their bdoved wives, and dear little children; every 
reiation is broken, and we may well say with Addison, , 

W^at havock has ambition made ! 
But what is this to my pre^^ent purpose? like ^H others m 
a slate of distraction, I am obliged to write nai^sensc;, if, 
anjf thing can be so called yvhere the name of my charpier 
is fbnnd. Did you know, my.dear, what a struggle I have 
between love and duty, yt>u would consider me as an ob« 
ject of compassion. lam bounds by the most solemn oaths, 
to be youri ; and at the same time duty obliges me to draw 
my sword in defence of the just* rights of my lawful prince, 
»nd injured country; and whatever dangers may wait ibf 
me^ I would meet them with the greatest cheerfulness^ 
were I sure of possessing one place in your heart. But why 
do i sa^ one, I muse have all or none; 1 cannot bear th^ 
most distant thoij^ht that jrou would plaee your avectiqiu 
on another. No, my dear, were that to bapfpen, 1 vo«)d 
act the part of general Caippbell at the fata^^battle of Fon-^ 
ienoy, by rushing on the sword of the enemy, to put an epd 
. to a weary .existence. I should cheerfully lay down my life, 
which would be of small valae, were I to be separated tor 
ever from you. . But why do 1 doubt? I know my charmer 
is as virtuous as she is beautiful, and that i^ttthing l^at my 
own conduct can ever make her discard me<; but, » ,\ « . 

Is^not absence death to those who love I however, I have, 
the pleasing reflection yet left, tha^ whilst I am ip a dj slant, 
pari of the worldattending my duty, I shall be remembered, 
by her^ whose pray.ers for my preservatbn will be accept^, 
able to ,tbat Qod who loves virtue, wjio^is. of purer eyes^ 
than io. heboid t^iquiiy^ Notbing in ^is werid can.^eri 
be sodeaiiomeas jou are.. Belitv^ all 1 say,|dJ[)d I. am 
happy. If I do any thing tha^ may appear >vrf)ng^ >(^f9r%' 
iQe ^f it, and it %\i^\l bemy first carel to canf^^ qiy ia^iU and 
zixf^nd^. iMesine youir ad vice jn every thing }but alaa! se* 
paratioB will render it difiS^cult, ^ugh not impossible. Not, 
naving bafl time to settle with our ^gent^ I hav^ l^ft.an pr*^ 
der With my mother for that purpose. — Let ibj&. beg tiiat, 
)(ou will honour her with a vi^t; she^will esteem^ ittas a 
lespegt. shown to m^. I have often told you .wjiat^ an ex* 
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e«ttertt woQfMi $h€ i«j Md I am Ailty pars«8d«d ^t^ vriti 
fifMl her to, jriMif itk>fe so ihah i'^ve ever mentioned. WW 
^fe to sttipai Gibraltar. wh<ire 1 bOf>^ tohave>tefier lirorii' 
5piy. If il comes too Jate, the governor wilt ^rward k to' 
Minorca. Otitt iuore» my dear, fareWigHj coiHitiue to be 
mine, 9t4 aU the victssitude^ and dangers of war will a^x-^ 
pear as trifles; and when peace tfbtf^l- again bless the na- 
t^n, 1 will fly on ttie wtng8 of love to the afms of my 
Safest angeli and spend with her the-r^maindtrof my days. 

1 am ydar sincere lover. 

LETTER cm. 
The lady's answer* 
Deiif Chtrkj, 

IF yotfr hand could scarc'ely h6ld Ike pen, I am afraid (l»i# 
will appear ttniiHeiligiBle, being wet with tears froraf 
beginning «o end. When your letter arrrvefd, we wefcf 
drinking tea, ami my father reading the newspaper, where- 
in it Was said, that all the oSieert in the army wert order- 
ed <o join ttieir regiments: I Was a good deal alafitied, but 
some hopes ren^int^ till the fatal letter convinced metitaf 
rfiy suspicions were but too weH founded. Alas ? how vaiw 
afehuinble expectations! in the morning we dream of hap- 
piness, and before evening are really miserable. I Was pton 
rhidng to m}-seif tha^ one month would have joined ouiT 
handi, and now we are separated perhaps for years, if i^' 
for ever. For how do I know but the ne)(tposr may bring' 
ine an account of your being killed in battle* and lh«n 
ftrewell eyety Aing in this world. My pleasing prespjbctl^ 
Will t!hen vanish, and ahhodgb anmarrried, wtH rem^Hi a^ 
widow tiHdead^. And is i t possible vou can dbnbi one mo- 
ifient of my sinceHty? or d6 you tliin|L titel those atfectt^ont' 
Cftn ^er be pisiced dn awntl^r which* werefirst fisted on ybu, 
Ibr a tjon V ill ring proof of > ou r ace riinpl i sh rii c^ittl andinef it ff 
Nto, iny dear, my fidelity to \^q fihuU remain ars >Aosptrtted^ 
a* this paper^ before it \¥-^ Wr^He-d uHb ink an^ bcdeWed* 
wlCh fears. IknDW;Uoi icfi We, bul m^^ngage- 

ments a r e Hir c 1 1'^^}\ \ i^u*^ il t^&^ re m e to 1 1 ut y o« ininind' 
of your duty, i l^now m t ofany fauKs, nor alh Idispos(Mf 
to look for ihenu I diiiiUt ||oi, but the religiMreaucatioa' 
yon have received ^ youEJyouth will enable yott to refhtr 
die- strongest-^t^Biptaiiotis; and^ like that eftf lasting be* 



^^ 
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nour t6 the army, colonel Gardiner, although not afraid to, 
£ght, yet you will be afraid to sin. However terrifying it 
may bd to meet death in the field, yet it is far more awful 
to appear before a jast God> whom we have offended by 
our iniquities. I have been reading Lyttltton's History of 
England, and that elegant author «aysy that at the battle of 
Hastings, which overthrew the jSaxon monarchy, the Nor* 
mans although under arms all iiight, were yet fervent in 
their devotions, whilst the English, who thought themselves 
secure of victory* were spending their time in riot and 
drunkenness. But alas ! the next day exhibited a different 
scene. The Normaos-becadie com^uerors, after killing 
many thousands of the enemy ; and such are commonly tb<& 
fiEiCal eff^QU of debauchery. Ther<^ is not one body of 
people in the world accused of irreligion more than the 
military ! and from the very nature of their employment, 
nene are more obliged to practise every Christian duty« 
They sec thousands of their fellow-creatures hurried into 
eternity, nor do they know but the next may he them selves. 
My dear Charles, never beashametlof religion. A con* 
sciousness of your integrity will inspire you with realcou* 
rage in the day of baltle; ^nd if you should at last die in 
defence of the just rights of your country, the divine favour 
will be your comfort through eternity. In the me^kn time 
fiy prayerjt shall constant!/ be for your safety an^d preserva* 
tion, and my earnest hopes 'fiiced on yom- happy return. 

I have obtained leave of my parents to r^sidi^ with you# 
ifiother duritig th^ summefi wnicii will at least be some 
cfonsolatioo to me ih Tonr absence, lietmeh^ar fromyou 
«8 often as ppssiU^e, but neverdoiibt of my ^delity. Cfon* 
Aider me as already yours, and I am happy. Farewell, m^ 
tfear, and may the wisdom of God direetycm, ami his fro* 
i^dence be vonr guard, is the fineerfc prayier ofher who 
|»refers you before nU Che wotM. 
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PARflV. 

6n friendship, &c. 

LETTBR CIV. 

The folkwing letter on friendship wai v^rittenby a^gentfe^ 
man lately doceased^and found amongst his papers. 

Mjr dear friendy 

IT was a strange option of Paschal, Jhat he would neve f«^^ 
admit any mai) to a share of his friendship. Had thatr 
great man been a niisanthrape,.or aa enemy to his fellow-'- 
cre^tures^ I should notha.ve been^muchjiurprised^but as his.- 
love to mankind eidtended as far as either bisr knowledge- 
pr influence, it is necessar^^ to consider bis reasons,- for a 
conduct apparently so strange. Paschal. had such elevatecL 
notions Qt the Deity on the on«^hand,.and so low an opi-j- 
nion of human nature on the other, that be thoaght, if be. 
placpd.liis affection on any cijeated being, it woulfl be a 
sort of insult to the Cre»tpi> a^ rubbing,him of that wor- 
ship which wfi$due t^ him iopc. , B^t whatever. were the' 
fiotio^ns of that great in^n.,yet'ther«4ir such a thing at real: 
friendsbijv a^d there is also a necessitjr for iv K is true,^ 
^ >*jaeed, that God h our only friend, and.that on hina our' 
affeclj6n,s. ought principally to l^p feed;/ But those who, 
are iacquairited with human r}a^i^re,..w«il fenpw thjat we»are' 
such a composition of flesh and spirit, and h^ever We may* 
wish to keep up an intercourse with the Deity, yet our in- 
clinations are such, that we are more desirous of being 
conversant with those of our own species, to whom at aft 
limes we can be able to unbosom ourselves. 

Friendship is a« old as the first formation of society, and 
there is scarce one ancient writer now extant, who has not 
said something in praise of it. Of this we have a fine ex- 
ample in. the story of David and Jonathan, as recorded ia> 
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4he second book of Samuel. la the sa«e sacred ^r8ck« 
we are toid that love h stronger than d^^Xh, and even the 
great Redeemer of ibie worlcf had a beloved disciple. 

The pioas and ingenious Dr.. Watts has fin.eKy oescribed 
friendship in one of his poems^ «vhich I du^bt^et butyou 
iiaveread. 

Pciendshipi ihou charmer of (l^c mind« 

Thou sweet tieluding ill; 
The brightest moments ah»f tali fiad, : . •« ' 

And sharpest piiins; wjp ieei. ! ; 

jFate has divided all our shares > 
. -Of picture and. of pain; 
In love Xhe friendship and the careii 
Are mix'dancljaiA'd again. 

Thesaone ingenious author m another place says^ 
Tis dangerous to let loose oar love 
Beneath the eternal fair. 

But whaiever the wise or learned may say, yet we know 
<hat man is a social beings and conse^uenlly has a capacityj 
and even a desire fur friendship. Friendship is in its own 
nature so necessary^ that I know aot how a social being caa 
exist without it. Are we by any providential occurrence 
faised from pove/ty to aiHuence, to whom can .weco^mu« 
nicale lh.e dt^Iightful news but our friend? on the othef 
(band, are we redu(^ed from the highest pinnacle of grandeui; 
•to the most abject state of poverty, to whom can we look 
for consolation but God and our friend? indeed there is not'* 
one state or condition in life where friendihip is not nen 
cessary. What vyretcbed mortals would men be were they 
not emfowed with so noble a principle ! 

Friendship is of a very delicate naturey and either the bap^ 
piness or misery af both. parties ,nay« in some sense^'be 
said to depend on* it. friendship is somewhat like marri* 
ase, it is made forIife> or a^ C^sar said^ Thed^ is.cast^ 
Mrs. Rowej in one of Jier letters to. the counters of Hert- 
ford> says, " When I contract a friendship it is for eternity :^' 
her notions werealways elevated, and the chief business of 
her life seems to have been promoting the interest of her 
fellow-creatures. Friendship obliges the parties engaged 
' to lay open their minds to each other; there must not be 
any concealment. There is not an endearing attribute of 
the Deity, not an amiable quality in man, but what is in- 
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eladcd in (be word fri«fidsb4p» Benevolence, mercy^ 
cempassion, &c, «re only fntrU of it. 

Frowall this we may learn, that great care ought to bd 
had in the choice of frtends ; and should they uohapptly 
betray the caered trust repoired in them, yet vre ought not 
to pursue them with unrelenting fury. 

In the cottfHs of niy experreiice i remenibeir two in- 
stances of the breach of friendships which were attended 
with very diffbretit efbctt. Tim gentlemen contracted a 
friendship for each other, which lasted some years ^ at last 
ooe of them unhappily reveated a secret to his' wife, who 
told it to the wife of the bthisr/ in consequence of which an 
unhappy divisiovi to6k place in the family of the latter. 
The injured person upbraided hh friend with' infidelity^ 
told him of the fatal e0ectft oecNioned by thisimfnrudencei 
but (says he) although I cannot be your friend siny -longer^ 
yet I will never be ) our. enemy. My heart will pity you, 
whilst my hand shall be open to relieve your necessities, 
^uch a'iJ^labration was consbtent with the prudence of a 
man, and the piety of a Christian ; but that of the other 
Was of a nature totally oppmite, and (in my opinion) truly 
diiaboltcal. A difference of a similar nature happened* 
attended with ihe like circum'stanees ; but the injured per- 
son, instead ot sympalhrztng with the weakness of his 
friendt piirsued him with unretenting cruelty^ t\6t evet 
eearsed nniit he had aceomplished his ruin, and everi 
friumphed over it. You may make what comments voa 
please; I can only assure you that both ar^ facts.— HOii^ 
different, my friend, has our conduct lo each other been • 
Airing these thirty years, no breach faai ever happened • 
and it seems as new this day as at the beginning. As ihii 
is probably the last letter you will eve? see in my hand*, 
writing, acc*ept of my sincere thanks for the many benefits 
Ilt»re received' from yo:ttr faithful admonitions, and your 
bfen^voletitronsolatioirt : and when wemeet in the veglwii 
•of bUfs^ om' ha^jpifwiss wfl] jthen remain uninterrupted. 

I ztn yours sincerely. 
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LETTEit CV. 

from ageiHleman whose wife was lately dead^ to a c?ergy* 
man in (he neighljourhood* . 
Reverend Sir, 
^\TOU have oflen, both in pubfic and private, enfarged 

j[ on those comforts and consolations which Christianity 
affords (o the afflicted ; and if ever ihey were necessary to 
jone under (hose circumstances, they must be to myself. 
About seven iast night, my wife ^ed in child-bed, and I am 
left the disconsolate parent of five young children!' Had 
^ou s^en the excruciating 4ortures under which %he expired, 
Jt would have reminded you of the emphasis of that corse 
pronounced upon our Srst parent for their rebellion 
•gainst God. When she saw the king of terrors approach, 
she was all resignatiun .to tl^ &i«ine Will, and Teft this 
lower world in the same manner» and with the-^ame choer- 
tful afacr^tji, ^ ifshehad been ^in^ to visit a friend^ or a|* 
'lend the service of her Maker. Overwhelmed with £rief 
I entered hes chamber, wheu she exerted the smalTreo 
.iQains of strength, an4 spoke to me as follows: 
My dear, 
I am now going the way of all flesli> but God, the ever* 
2jMting God, will be your comfort. When I first Jbecaoae 
yours,! looked for all the happiness consistent with th^ 
state pf httotan nature in ttiis vale of misery ; and I most 
r^onfessi that mjr highest wishes ^ave been gratiEed, and 
your tendeiiuess has been .even more than I could expect* 
Xou may have seen fauUs in my condactj but I do assure 
.^ou (and is this a time to dissemblelOthey were aUo^>ether 
4XiTpIantaryv A(y principal study was to obtain the favouf 
.of that God befoce whom I am soon, to appear. Mv obedU 
,«nc9 to the commands of my God has been attended with 
many imperfections,, but 1 trust for pardon and acceptance 
4a the merits of my. dear Redeemer. Here she fainted — 

kqked wiafully at me^ and -shed a tear t>ver her deacchiU 
.^ren who werecrying by her bed.— She attempted to speaks 
^ in vauK At last, fi^ii^ be-r-eyes towards, beavj^a^ she 

lepeated t^M^se beautiful words: ^ Inta thy hands IcommU 

my floul, for iboa bast redeemed me, O thou Go4 of my sa;i* 
(VaitonlVaad then closed b^eye«, never to be opened til4 
.|he sound of the last trumpet. I was sank for seftus time ia 

Uie gi^ateit distres$, lookmg em the deaf departed remajnt 
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of my beloved spouse^aiid eDdeavouttng to silence, by per-* 
suasion^ the <rries of her orphan children. — At last I re- 
collected that I bad still a friend left in you, to whom I 
might, wilha view of consolation, lay open the inmost re« 
cesses pf my heart. I am afraid. your indisposition may 
binder you from visiting me, and if so, let me beg thai you 
vvill^ in the mean lime, favour me with a few lines. At 
present every sort of consolation will be acceptable, but 
whatever comes from you will be dQubly so. 1 Icnow not 
vyhat to write ; excuse incoherence and impropriety from 
one whom you have often hoiioured with the appellation 
«f friend. " lam, &c, 

LETTER CVL 

The clergyman's answen. 

My dear Friend, 

I SINCERELY commiserate your variegated calamity, 
and wish there was any thing in my power that could 
alleviate your distress. You well know that all affliction, 
of whatever kind it is, proceeds from "God-^-i-*' I create 
ligbt.and make darkness, I make war and peace, I theLord 
do all these things.'^ This sir, should be your first con- 
sideration, and this should regulate the whole of jonr con* 
duct. 

It was this consideration which reconciled old Eli to the 
severest doom that perhaps was ever denounced. Though 
contrary to human nature, and much more so to nataral af> 
fection, yet it is the Lord, iet him do what shall seem good. 
This reconciled Job to all bis unpatelleled sufTertngs, 
<* the Lord giveth, the Lord taketh away;'* rapactoas 
hands, ilnd waving elements, were only instruments of bU 
Jiower, therefore 1 bless and adore his holy hame. This 
<roi?solation fortified the man Cbi-i^t Jesus on the approach 
of fatsinconceivable bitter agony. But it is my Father's 
phawe^ 2(nd not the malice of my enemies, therefore not 
my wiH but bis be doite: - - ;» ^. . - . 

\ iFyoiir Father, (dear stf;) y^**!lefcvehly Patber,who Id ve« 
you with an^fci^erfaj^tingTove, hftB'thDflgftt proper to mias 
$oi6e*gaii*wiVh'youi' poHion bf *ni^; nemible 'of the beneft^ 
'^eni hand* fr6m -which y6urvislt^tioBCome*irfaay y<iu boMr 
ybur head inaWfui silence; and say with'the^ afflicted 
fcfezekiah of okf; •<Goodfls 4he word of th^Lord con* 
ceroing me." 
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^Kifti^iiiQI^s: arte qftei) li<H:oaip«iM«d > with ma^ tilnable 
•*lieneBM'; as^PaVid «siil,.>^lt>i^good ior 1me ihall have 
*l>eeD.ftlflirtfd,'-for belera Uial 4 went asti^y.'* .\ - 

Afilidions sei^e to vif^a» us feora thfe worid. When every 
"thing goes smoothly oo« and ^nolhtfig if) terr-iipts the present 
^i^joyments, we are uptio forget the God th«t made us, 
4ml saj with unparalleled aasurancet Who is the Almighty 
^batl should serve biaji . . s . • 
; AAictioQs serve iolead«s to vmltfe the blessings of Gbrfst- 
lanity, dodtohotd in thelowest e«t4mationourown wortht- 
^esfr. Whensorrowfii»ara$souricu!cuai^lances,andtrduble 
-cppressesi oar aiinds^ w.e are glad, we are earnest tofiadre&t 
inX^hrjat, The severe a^tCtion under which I haves© long 
laboured, hinders melroin seeing }<ftUt although I sha^l take 
the lirst opportunity of doing so,- whan it pleases God to re- 
store ihe again to health, in the mean time I have sent 
you acopy of Fleet wood's X4ife of Chjist Acareful perusal' 
of that valuable work will recdntile you to the various dis- 
•pensirtibns of Piavidenoe, especially when yeh consider 
'the charactet of the Redeener, .who suffered so much for 
us. He bore our griefs and carried our sorrows. He Wag - 
-« man of sorrow and acquainted with grief. ' 

. ^roia these ednsiderations^(my dear friend) endeavourto 
Tecondleyourself to this a«fui dispea^cat'mncrf^ Providences 
i am sensible of yonr la«s, but yon know not what God 
-inay3?etbave in Rloreforyoti. 4*e»hap8 he has only deprt« 
'ved you efone mercy in order tobestow another. .1 doubt 
-not, bmt the Almighty has thousands of mercies yet in storie 
for yoti» both in time and etern ity, and that period is fast ap- 
proaching when you yourself mus^patti^ this earthly taber« 
nacle, and pay ibatdebt to aalul-e which your beloved spouse 
^has already done, . Lefyaur care at present be, to at tend to 
the e<kicationt)f your chidien.. Your duty is noiv doubly 
. iacreasedhan^ali that was^oottnibp|>t«on your beloved spouse 
is now transferred t" yourself; but the blessings of the Al- 
^aightywillbe bestowed in pniportian to y<yUr cheerful obe- 
. d ience. It is a greatxx)mi6rt that yout bekved spouse died 
in the faith and fearof th^dear Redeem er;«nd it will be the 
•greatest boneur^/)il ever can acquire, to instruct your chil- 
dren in those principles which made the prospect of death 
«greeable^ and even welconie to thei r mother : so tJiat when 
the great God shall appear to judge the world, you may he 
able to stand befomhim and say. Here 1 am, and thechiU 

E 
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dren which tlioo hmi frl^f^K^me, ' That, str^ I kaw mhcI «fl 
t li»t I can Ihitik on the present mdaiKholy iiccaslon. Bat 
hofr comfortable ar« Ihoee wdfcU «f St Paial* '< Ou' tight 
<^^ afflictiofu which is 'but for a ttomefnt* thai! work out for 
«* ns a far more exceeding and ^teranl weight of giory ! '^ 
The thin^ which are «eeii are teiiipor«l, but the Aingc 
mrhich are not seen ere eternaL There is nothing perina* 
ncnt or lasting in this wori<l« and thelsill oak is as eaaily cot 
down bjf the hand of Omnip6ttnce> as the plant is phtcked 
up, I feel myself growing weak« and must ther^fosee con- 
cIude.-^May that gradous God viFho has thought proper la 
ttAk^t you, continue to aapport yoa under this and every 
other iria)« till jou arrive at 4he fasten the4ungdoiti« where 
the wicked cease ffbm Irovtbiingy and wheceibe weary 
•»lc at ,£est^ is 4he vsiacere prayer oF 

'¥our most affectianaie fitend^ 

LETTtERCVH. 

from a def^jman to a yoqng gentleamn who hadiferiBefs- 
]y been bis pupils but mow at the untTtrsiljr- 
Dear Sir, 

WHILST you was under mycace/I m^ it liif |iriiial* 
piaUtudy to discharge the duties of my stalioftcarfsist- 
«nt with the character of a minister of the gotpei ; and bow 
^that you are removed to the fountain bead ^.leamiaig^ I 
tconstder myself income manner «t til under the same oUi- 
l^atiqn. In a letter I hare lately wcetved (mm ye«r tnkw 
1 bear, with great pleasure, that you makeigreftt progness j 
in your studies.-^ Altho^ Prov^idence bas placed me M-M» 
distance, yet I have a etrong inclination to oomouimeatA J 
my thoughts to you on a subject of the 41 lasost importance; I 
I mean the necessary obligation yoaare under of xedncingji 
knowledge lo practice, and that unlets theonecorrespoiMMl 
with the other, Jeamfng, inataad of a blessing; beooAesal 
real curs^. J 

Todifl^rent men God fias^ammunicated different advan-i 
tages. From Fagans less is lequired ibap from Chrtstiaos, 
atnd as much less, as they know Jess of their master^s wilh 
acfhi e are obliged to grop^ by the light of the moon and stars# 
and others are blessed wi^ the light of the sua. it tstnttch 
more desirable to walk by daylight than by oibon«light. 
' AU however have light enough, if they rightly improve it, 
• to «naUe tbem to find the way to God'« fiwour. If tbere| 



% at^ ene Who 4>ftB no knowledge given litm, 'heiisncyt« 
inorai agenrt, tmd nothmgcaube expeciei) from htm, #ut 
this cannfot -be supposed of any'reasoni^ble creatuce. Therd 
IS no perkon soignoraAt«s notio fasrve f^ate-knowledjgejot 
inorai good and evil.; and bis acceptanco and haf^pinest 
depend on bis acting ap to Ihia knowledge, whatever ft i% 
^hd net on Kh acting ifp to any more egcteinhre knowledge 
whicb others in more advantageous circumstances have*.' 

The most Jcnowing ougbt to be the' most virtuous ;b9tfH# 
stead of this they ^e very oflen the most vicious. They 

' employ iheir Ktiowledge, tiot to mend their beartsf or re* 
;strain their passidns^^utio gain applause, or to oilref^each 
^Mpd deceived. 'They make^ase of 4t &r ostentation or ais« 
-chi^f, and not ior directing them in a coarse of upright t&d 

^ nsdul conduct. We can novel x^onclude what a mah'i 

' cbaraic^r is from thig parts he possesses, or the opiniohsbe 
lioMs. ; Nothtng. li more conimOii than for men to 1>eli^e 
one thivtg and topjraciise the contrary. The best kentimenta 
snay have possession of their>heads, whiljit the vilest disjio* 
fiitions govern^berr actions. We see continually thai those 
•who receive the best princtplos, andmake the ikirest pep* 
fessipns, are very wicked^and worthless. In sKort, it is 
one of the most undeniable truths, that we may have ail 
4he faith and knowledge in theworid in our under»iimding^ 

' nvithout one spark, of genuine goodness in our h^ts. ' 

' The reason of this common separation betvi^een know*' 
^Ifedg^ and practice, is 4he mfiuence of particular afiecrttona 
and passions within us, leading us codtrary to oiir know"* 
Itd^Q, pur Judgment directs us one way, cMr pa4si<)na 
-draw us another. Reason dictates piety and rightedu^neti; 
brutal passions and the allurements of the wo#td incHne at 
to irrehgion and wtckedness. The Mter becomes predo* 
4ninant, and thus we are seduced and corrupted { our know^ 
-ledge -^ecomei of no avail, and our lives ace rendered a 
^ecene of inconsistency between our principles and our cOn* 
^uct. Thelnowledge ofour duty is given us on purpose 
4hat we may do it. FractiCe is iili, and it signifies iittle 
what we know if this is wanting. No jotelleccual ulenta 
or accomplishments are of any service to those who possesa 
th^m, unless they render them better than other men. It 
is the subserviency of wit and learning to virtue, that mdcea 
them indeed ornaments and'blessings. Knovlrledge thiit ia 
Dot attepded with correspondent practice, defeats its own 
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•Intention. It becomes maimed^ vain, r.nd anpfofitabJte., 
We may shine and make ;> gre^L n'oise, biit we ate still 
'destituliBpf all real worth. One good disppsUion in the 
soul, is infinitely pre], rable to the tuest parts^ or the most 
brilliant wit. One virtue in the heart is more valuable 
than a millionof truths floaling in the bead, or any, even 
the most excellent, arts and sciences with which the un- 
derstanding ca|i be stocked. 

We are too apt to be dazzled with the lustre of great 
talents, and to^et an «nder vaiueonwlt a^d genius. But 
th^ andq wments of the head deserve no admiration com- 
pared wilb those of the >hea^t. Virtue 4s the one thing 
that is truly and invariably ^eat and admirable, and .to 
(his x)hiefly all other qualities owe their excellence. Therer 
is indeed an exicellence hx knowledge, but it Js founjd,edl 
principally on its xonnexioa^ with practice. There is a 
greatiiess an it{ but, when separated. from a virtuous cha- 
facter, it is nothing but the greatness of a demon. ^ It is im*- 
portant and valuable, but the importance of it consists in 
. its furnishing-us with greater oceans arid ppwcrs' of use ful- 
ness, So^e degree ot knowledge is. absolutely necessary to 
the practice of virtue; and the more any onebas pf it, the 
more he is capable of the'improvement and happiness con- 
nected with virtue. iFor this reason, it may be considered 
. as th^foapdation of all the dignity of. a rational cre^tiir^, 
, ^nd consequently it must be pur duty to acquire a3 much of 
. ,it a$ -we Q^n,' But still we shojald remt:rober, that it h, the 
use.we'i^Bi^kG of it» or the superstructure we r^ise upo'^i it, 
that muH render It an advantage and a blessing. ' it will 
>xeqder<us ^ore honourable, or more deformed^just as^e 
.ap£lyit;,andth€ lowest degree of it, when attended w.ilh 
/. s^Hable practice, will turn to infinitely more account tl^an 
.V the. highest degree of it, whenapplied to- vicious. piirposes. 
_ ^,lt liS'UnspeaM^^y.^^^^t^'f^ ^^ ^^ .the silliest creature upon 
. j.»ear^h^;<^pd M tb^sam^ time, virtuously disposed, than to 
. tbe the 6j)est wit, or the first schofar in the world, and at 
^, the.sametimeprg^d, i!l-nat4ied, or eiwious. 

Knowledge, when separated fionk right practice, is not 

onlj.unprofttiible, but even hurtful and .pernicious. It op\y 

^ aggravates guilty and makes us more -vile and detestable. 

,. instead oV. contributing to our happiness it becomes a liui- 

san^e aoii a curse, and will siuk us deeper into rulii. If a 

man ql'an inj proved understan^ding^i's mean, or false, or ^o- 

_ vclou^ he. is so much the more base and hatt fill. Those who 
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dnB abpve vulgar errors an4 prejudices, oxight also to be ■ 
above vtrTgar passions and vices, and ^if they arenot, th«y 
are Tftofe contemptible than mcchantes o* beggars. 

1 have W few iiiore thoughts to bettd yoU on the same" 
sobject, but iimst delay for* a v few ^^ays. In the mean 
iifiae, I am' Your sif^ere welir^wishen 

V LETTER CVIIL : 

"Re clergymari'si second iettjer on 'the same important^ 
^V subjects '■[ '\ '■' ^ ;' 

Dear Sir, * ^ ; **\ ;. • ^ 

1 CONG LUDEb my last with a pfiroinise of sending you * 
a few' more thotrght^Qh^the same important subject, as 
a*pa'rtofThat diUy I owe lo you ^»d your -family. 

There is always an inconsistency in moraj evil when Join- 
ed to superior Knowledge, which increases Ks^odiousness- 
and demerit.: The more a perak?n kiiQws/ the more he must 
'seedftheimporCanceofrigbieouaness; and, (be re fore, the ' 
more inexcmable'ff hedeviates.ffojnit:;suqh"aperson musit 
b^ more depraved, and he must expose bira|f\|^^ut of 
??);^5^ 1v«"A«^'?«!?^^»".H?P&j[|i^n"abuW;l^ to live and ' 
^'^^!f.?J^?JcJffiSriatot, is mpre desirable^ tban to possess 
kiiowledge, without applying it to Ihe practice of virtue. 

\Hdw great and honourable are thoj»e, who are as much - 
, diUingutshed by the exeelience oft heir lives, and sweetness 
of thei*" tempers, as* by the brightness of^heirparts, and the 
auperiorliy^^of their' understanding. What an honour and 
dijgnity knowledge^ when attended with virtuous practices, 
bestows on adiaracter! as there is nothing more roonstrour 
iktLtv a bad heart, joined to a head adorned with kno wledgCi > 
so there is nothing more excellentthan the contrary. A life 
regulated by piety and virtue, united to an understanding-- 
improved byscicncfe ; su{>eriortk1ents of judgment and leftrn" 
ing, directs by candouf, benevolence, and goodness; this 
indtides 'ftll that is ftolyfe and res pec i able in arharaetcr. 

'Pratftice unhedto knowledge, capacitates particularly for 
uaefubiess in the worW. ' There is no such ornament to re^ 
I^fon, as the man who empfoys his knowledge to do good, * 
and^ives agreeably to theltght and dictates of a well inform'^ ' 
ed judgment; ' such a person has the greatest satisfactioa 
mthin hitnself; he has, in his own mind, an inexhaustible '. 



fa«d ofjby apd pleasWe ubeU free from those repr<»rfie*^f 
conscience by which these who kn<^w what w f igbl ivi^out 
dt^ing iHfflQ$i^b«tor|n€ated Aper$on whoseacttons^areat 
variance with his |udgm.^nt>. must be the wat of constant 
tumult and vesuition. The jicister bis- sentiments are, the 
SMkre extensive hts knowledge, sq much tlie more must he 
be the object of his oy^h abhorrence, Biit li person who- 
kas af) enlightened rninc}^ and at the $aine time artsup<^ 
lighiljr and is oonscious of obeying^ the dictates ef his rea"- 
S4^n, if the more happy in proper lim) a» he sees mor^ of ther 
ligKt of truth, and is better instructed in his duij. 

You see^ir, what strong roo<|ves we have to endeavour 
toaccoropany ourknowledge witii practice. 1 haf^e already . 
toFdyou that. knowledge without practice is much worte- 
than vaixx and insigv^i^cant. It is a ba^e aiid a curse ; i^ . 
fenders those who po^«ies$-it more despicable and vile,;, it 
increases guilty. and will inflame our felore reckoning and 
"■-jjl^j^p^^^j^ deepest misery. Let these argarae«u,-my 

LowledlwrT^S^r^^ *^*® *" thingsto 

impprlant; but 1 am sl/cmiTigy^SlCmMy^ 

Desire knowlei.'ge, btit tle^ire it in order to practice- 
Desire knowledge^ but Uirb )'our main zeal towards reat 
goodness. It is this alone can render y6u lovely andrespeci* 
able* It is this atone that can.save fovk from fatui^ coadeuw 
nation^ and bripgyoa to everlasting happinesfi. The prac'^ 
ffce of virtue is tlw proper bpsines^ otllie^ it Was foe thi^ . 
we wer^ stationed in the present wo«)d> and not to nuicb 
for any oi^ihe purposes of5peculationa^ literary improve* 
ment. .The only. science worth pursuing wilh anxie^, i^ 
that which leads to the amendment of th^ hearty and h«|p» 
VL$ to. establish our souls in purity and trai^qitiiiity*- 

If God gives Uji knowledge enough for t^S} we need not 
be very sorry for our ignorance in other respects^ U is, 
without dottbtj extremely desir)ible to be possessed 0:f kino w« 
Jedge; nor can any person of liberal sentiments avoid wish* 
ing he W^as better satisfied than he is on many points of 
epecul^tionv A thirst after knowledge is a noble and ex* 
cellent principle i and we cannot cherish it too much, if wis 
take care to keep it in a proper subordination tet a thirst af- 
ter moral improvement. We shouldi bowevert always re* 
^memberi that in the present world we cannot hope to have 



Ab p«incif))e ^aU ikdv He that appK^i^ bimseif how to^ 
tbe practice of moral virtue^ shall have ajl the knowledge 
hiBL wid)ie9 for in a<ao(her statep bat b^ that neglects ihia" 
now, ai\d whose knowledgje leave h\t» 4 slave to bratal 
pa^istODS, is more wretched tb^ can be imagined ; he 
astttl &11 a sa^ri&ce to divine jjasttcer and bi« knowledge 
eiidin shame and ruin. 

It is bm Hitte we are ctip^ble of knowing' in< this life : 
we are at present necessarily in a state of great ignorance t> 
weareobligeii t^^^^teniiourselvie^in nuibberlessiostancesr 
vith eooi)^tttret» instead* of knowledg|e^ aed to tit down ior 
doubt and darkoesft with riespeci to sabjecH> Whieh wecan-^ 
snothelp'iongiog tobe better acquainted Witfai Would 
sfreoacqtiire real knowledge ^ would you have all year 
]MreHmt dodbts resolved ? wonld you become acquaintied 
witH the consiitutionofnatufe^ the wisdom^ providehce> and 
wbikljers of the creation? would yoa eificb^nge this istateof 
darkless and ignorance» for 1hefegie6s of light and ^oty'f, 
(h^o applyyo^rself to (he practice efkndwi^ge. Bevif-' 
IliottS niowi^ and yoii amy be hap^y hereiiher. 

I am> deaf 8ir> your mest sincere frkiuL. 

^ LETTER ClXi _ ^^^ 

oir, ' ' ~ [ 

TEN thousand thanks to my worthy tutor, and secot»d- 
parent, for his kind instructions. Ybu first taughime to 
ibhn a prajrer, and now you have instructed m6 h^w to re- 
dlK*e irty knowledge to practice. Your letter came to m^ 
At a very seas^n^foie juncture; I had been cbhvetsing witk 
•bme of niy fellow^stttdents concerning the Utility ofiCudy* 
forg bistbry. Ohe represented it as disH and insipid; ano* 
ther' as Only suited to an idle p^son, who wa^ so i;nean at 
fc^esptse the iftaa monifei For my own part, 1 am very 
dRmd^ in deciding dogmatically on an affair of any im''* 
j^orta^ce, eithet real or apparernt-. But as I would not 
4hoo)i<^ to speVid my time in idleness; so neither woukl i 
ji^gleet any opportunity of acquiring the knowledge of 
jy^b sciences ai^ ean either enlarge the powers of the hu** 
Afan Ifljifnd^ or become useful iir common life. I know that 
We af e Habte'to be swayed by a grefat numi>er of preju'- 
dices ; and being well convinced ofthe depravity ofbuman 
iatntrci I am glad ^o seek for instnsctton wherever i coa 
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iind i\bat muob inor« so irojn you. lshail,tberefore4r)9»»- 
- bJe }*ou with the foHowin^ querieSy viZk 

I, Is the tiudy oi h'i$ioiy:ntc^SAry ;wad,if $6, imioLi are- 
the benefits arising, from it? »^ 

II, Whether is it most proper to begin vrith the Sacred«. 
the G«eek,.or Roman histories, or those ofour owne€iua>^ 
tr^ ? ■ - ' ' 

III, Is' biography a. part of history, or whal are ita oon-^ 
com-itantB? 

. As your knowledge can onW be e^ecded hyyoar hu*^ 
man ky, I doubt not b^^l you will* fovour roe with jour an-- 
swecjs to the above 9 and l<d%)r.assure yiOii 1 ^hall abide by/ 
your directions. Let niealso bt^ that jou will be pleased 
to mention in your next, which are the most proper anihort. 
to be perused in the -above studies. There is-such a vari^jr 
ef ivriters, that the citraost extent of human life w41t not 
admit of time to peruse them. In such a wilderness, tt ia^ 
to ivonder if I look for a guide. Your ipse dixit shaJVon 
all occasions, be the rule of mj conduct; and so far aft £ 
obtain your approbaiion, { shall consider myseH'in the wajsi 
•fdulyA ^ lam, sir, yours wither alitude^&Q^ 

LETTER Ci-- ^ 

.^My dear Sir, 

1 RECEIVED your letter, and am glad that I am in Somti 
measure able to comply with your request, baring spen^ 
nany years in the study of history. To attend unto the 
cvenu of Providence, to w^tch tbe stream of time anapb*, 
serve its various revolutions, is an*ex.ercise as useful as it ift^ 
pleasing. If we neglect it, we lose the noblest employ-- 
mentof thehumanunderstanding, weslight the best if iend 
of virtue, and despise the most, faithful advocate for tl\e 
wisdom and goodness of God. History, presents us with a, 
view of the conductofour fellow -creatures in, everjr agfs 
and nation^ By it we are led into the secrets ot princes 
thousands of years ago; we learn what were the C^us^^ 
that the once famous Persian empire beqame so easy ^ prej^ 
to a handful of Greeks, under the coronaand of that illu$^ 
trious murderer Alexander; and why Julius-CeBiar^a^serr^ 
vant of the republic at Rome, should be able to trample oa 
the fights of his fello w -citiaen^- But above all, by tracing 



eWtds up to their original cause, sve see and are convinced 
of the wisdom, equity,andbeauty of the Divine Providence, 
and with the patriarch of old say, "This hath God done.*' 
For example; when, we consider, that the efFecl« of the 
Grecian concjuests in Asia diffused artidngst tiiose people* 
the knowledge ofthe Greek language, and the Rotnan con-* 
qaests On the other hand made the Latin as well known; 
at first sight this may appear a trifling observation; bnt in* 
reality it was attended with Very beneficial consequences 
to 'mankind. A t the ttme of Chrisrt'i appearance, the Ro- 
man- empire eitendied over the greatest- part of the then- 
known vvorl<f ; and'abstracttng*firom a- fe wndialects, the 
greatest and most general body of thepeoplespokeonly two * 
languages. This, in a great measure, facilitated the prp- 
pagatton of Christianity, and the glad tidings of the gospel 
were heard through aU lands. History^ like every other 
science, becomes useful according to^ (he manner inwbfch i 
wie f ead' it. A chroriolbgicai series of fjicts may satisfy aa > 
Jdfe curiosity, 'but ttie thinking persoo-will deduce rational- '■ 
itofei-e^rices'frafai dv^ rtiat^Vial occiirrence.' A barenarra*^ - 
live of facts H' Kkff the rpaierra Istttied iii buiWings^ but tt is * 
6h1y the skilfiirardirtect'whocan complete'lbe edifice.^— - 
The niind may be stored virilh /acts, whilelt is altogether " 
lininformed. ' Vattiiire hasjustly observed, that it i^ oflitUe'' 
eoncern lo u<?Jvhen a tyrant was slain by his^ injiffccl sub- • 
jfects, ^rfri a' reVolutidn happened, unless welearnttt thesame 
ttme'wlfe't were theca:,use8 frbn> w.bich those effects flowed. 
Titei'e are ih^efe Ways Ih wbicb hist pry^^.ought always to be 
read; Viz.-r'F1r^t, ih a;^ortabslraot; second, in a moreen^ 
larged m'anherj and, lastly,* in a j,udicious?abridginent to . 
refresh the liiemoi'y. Hfsteiry has likewise three in^epa- 
rtfcble cofnpahidnsi ' chrpnologyi g?ogr»pbyf «,nd' logic.-— ' 
Chrbholrtgy: marks out 16 lis the steps of our journey | geo- 
grap*hy porrnts>x>ut to us the bounds of that <^ount ry :«tl>tough^ 
wbich-vVe ate '(ravelling, and Ipgjic. enables ns to* form a - 
jadgme^itof men and their actions. Thefe h titit any. body 
o^ men ,' id wliom h t story is not use fuL Would you enter' 
iBte Ibe church; you would find it absolutely necessary. 
For-how should I frey b^e able to understand ihe different^ 
Jleresies> or tii^' causes yvTiich ;vroduced,ihem, uplesihcy 
, wefeHivelJ abqliainted with edclesia&tical history, both an*' 
©lent aind'itiodern.-- ' " \ ■',] .' ,i- ' 

• !Ebe pjrysicikif cktihbt understa'nd the nature ofthat science 
'^ ^ i . •. ^. .>. .' ..* '4 •. {■ »• •.E*.5:'' ' ' ' *'• 
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which heprofes$eS|UiiIesshe is conversant with hhidtj; abd 
iti« well jcnown^ that law is^ inseparabi^ connected with it.^ 
The senator can never discharge his duty as the represent 
tative of the people, unless he knows the histoVf, laws; and 
constitntion of the country wherein he lives. By it the soU 
di^r isHred with emHUtion, when he rejects on the cha**^ 
l^cters of Xenophon and Epaminondas, ancl wouhl wish^ in 
some jnea&ure, to share in their glory. These are a few o t 
the advantages arising from the sta4y of history \ and this^ 
ijho^, may serve as an answer to your first query. I 
ahali consider the other two ia the next, si^d a.>n 

Your sincere friend. 

LETTER CXK 

From the same. 

CQMfe now to consider your second question^ namely^ 

Whether we should begin the studv of history by reading 

the sacred oraclea^ or the records pt oar own country : l 
Answer, that it is one thing to read history ; another to study 
it. Jli is well known that we are made acquainted with tM 
fcontents of our bible, before we are able to judge for our^^ 
selves. It is one of the first books put into our handstand 
indeed all that is authentic in sacred history is to be melk 
with in that book. I shall not hesitate one moment in de* 
darings that you ought to b|egin the study of history with 
ihat of your own country. How foolish nnust that gentle* 
man appear, who having jnade the tour of Europe, and ac^ 
* quired a perfect knowledge of the laws and constitutions of 
foreign nations^ returns tiome ignorant of his own. It h 
like one who is master of all knowledge, but at the sarme 
time ignorant of himself On'^ subject of so much import* 
ance, 1 intend to be as explicit as possible ; and whilst I am 
Recommending the hisjory of your own country^ I.shail lay 
diown the same plan which I follo^^d when engaged in that 
delightful stady ; and not on|y^t^a|, but even history in ge- 
neral. Britain willmake a very di^,t;^g/i^ishifig figure in th^ 
Mnals of tune, as long as human lit§rft^i;e^s cultivated in 
the world. There is not one action c^j^^^^t^d amongst the 
Greeks and Romans that remains unequafliq^in Britain : and 
whilst we admire the disinterestedness of Themist'ocles, the 
bumanity ofEpaminondas, the wisdom of NumaPompilius, 
nnd the valour of Caesar^ we find ib«m all t^uallcd in Ca^ 
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ractacos, AMrtd, Taibot, and Marlborough* betides tbo«* 
aandsmoro. There tsnot an arior8Cfei>ce which wt^Knowf) 
to the anciejiis ibat has not bees carried to its highest per-, 
ffection in England; and the la wr$, those sacred securities of 
lire^ and properties, area thousand ttmes seperior to any 
kysiem feyer devised by the Greeks or Romans. ' 

The hiatory of Briuin is lyiturally divided injto jthe fqlf 
towingparts: r. It« statp at the arrival of Julius Caesar, 
and the di^erent improvenients made here wliilst we wer^ 
sabject to the Roamns. in. this per iod we are to be $oleiy 
tKre<;ted by the classic aathors/as I he jno#t ancient Jiritish 
writer-is Gildas, whoriived at the time the Romans left 
this island. Meve we cannot help reflecting on the havock 
niadk by lima of ancient moniiroents. Without doubc there 
iv€re many valaable writers in Britain during that period* 
htA'thfey have been long irreeaverabiy lost* 

*2;. Ufider the Salmons, until the arrival of WcUiara the 
Normaib Tiiis is a very important period^ as the fuiida- 

* mental prihoiples'ofourconstitQttoii were then fkst farm^^ 
vrfeicsh, to use the wordaof a noble author^. '' is the glory 

' 61 thivaiKt the envy of all other European nations/' We 
are happy in^ a > variety of writers during this period ; even ' 
the great Alfred Iiimseirwasonei but Ihey may^allbesuQi- 

* itoed tiptn the Saxon chronicle^ 

Si Protn^the Norman conquest till thafirst union of both 
'' MiigdoiDa ander James I. Hare we find .the constittttion 
'imdefirent a variety of changes. There was a continual 
' ttrtiggiebetwfXt^raanjroB thie onehand^and ajpredoipi- 
' tiaht Mveof lilierty-on^the oilier. . Many of our princes.en* 
deavoared totrampleon those laws 4>y which ^heircondyct . 
was bDuaded; . but their designs werehappilj frustrated^ 
ai^ they generally perished in the attempt. In this period 
we BndF^pery raised 4o its utmost hi^ght. and by a won- 
derful interposition of Divine Protidence me whole fabric 
isihrowndown> and C|hHsti9.n}ty restored- to- its primitive 
I»irity< The darkness whioh had so long. overspread the 
human. mind^. was gcadually dispelled by the invention of 
printing, and the aruand.^ci^nces brought to a pfsrfeciion 
imknown tothe aricients. 

-.4. From the accession of jimes I. to the present time. 
The nearer we approach to the times wherein we Ijve, his- 
tory becomes 80 much the more important , In (he study of - 
•ACtiAihiitory; w0 oftea wa&der in Ihadark^ witbottt jevea- 

E 0^ ' ^ 
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fiioon>)ight to guide us • we are bewilderied }D.uoccrtaih-% 
t^, and scarcely, know how to form rational cpiiject ures ; bo t^ 
^ we approach nearer ouc if mes>. light br^aM in upon .u^>.. 
and we see thingsin their genaine colourH-'^»ich Is the pre-^ 
•enl period Lam now vwilingof; It4s fulJ o^^real* eyenu,- ^ - 
and ought to be well attended to by every.one.wiio wauld^ 
deMre to make a propei usepfhtsiory, fea, by every free-». 
born subject in Bfitain. In tbi$> period v^e find the sam^ 
struggle of liberty, in opposition to tho^designf^ of weak \n^ 
fatuated princes. Qne king is.bcoughi to the &ca$bld by 
his own. subjects, another, W. driven from.the scat of so--, 
vcreignt}^ and forced to 8ef?k refog^ in another nation. / 

There is something very remarkable in the care wbich'^ 
F/ovidence hasal ways had of Ef ttish liberty .^ The Reijgh- 
• bouftng nations around us were once aiiree. a^ ourselves, 
but they have gradually become slaves to liespoiMc tyrants ;c, 
whereas every attempt to overthrow the la^s Q£]^ngland» 
has proved fatal to s^U concerned in it>^nd freedom has bectt, - 
even enlarged in consequence of tjie plots laid for its desir-uc-; 
tioii. These are only a feW;of the.oujiliijes of. this ii|apor<^ 
tant'period. To descend t(^ particu tars I most ir^feip you. vo 
the history itself. The histories of Englaij^ bave^ ofia^e- 
years/ beep so^muttipli^d, that the term of human life is 
not sufficient to go over tbietn* Ypu will have occasioa Ip. 
peruse Several ;.bui$ after all^.as the occurrencj^ are so va-^v 
TJous and diiferent, it wtl) be proper to have sua epitome ^r^ 
abstract of the wholie in. order to refer io^mi refresh y9Mr 
iBeosory occasionally. The best I kjiow foe this purpose is« 
E.gerton*s N|J^« yislory of Englatid, in vc^rse, : In my n^xt^ 
1 shall finish the plan which l^have laid dawi\ fo£ you^ 
siodying the history of other nations, and am^. 

Ypur sincere friend^^ - 

♦ Far greater yet to cooie, thati.even tbeae^ v / 

On the vast wbrld's^ most CAmpreheosive stitg?: 
Id which wt're iDterestfdk having life, 
4nd thopgl^ 'tis shorty. there's, hapj>ip$8S above. 

J LETTER exit 
' IVem the same. 

WITHOUTcoHsidfiingyour questioo c<nicernijighiogiai-. 
pbjf^ I ahall^d flsA with .th« pUo proposed 1 1 ju^^f^he. 
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tis^ory of other nationis. After yai^have proceed^ in tjiec 
manner I have alrieady pointed ou4, and ajrquired a tpld/ar, ' 
ble knowJedge of your own ^0UDtrj,lfWould advise you to^ 
begin with the' most ancient, I^ngLeanth'e J^ews. This is as 
veryjim port ant subjlfcct, as to them wero the oraclejs of Gorf 
comtoitted. It is true, |hat tlie most authentic p,art of Ifieifv 
history is to be ^found in the Otd Teslaroent;., but ^reat 
lightsare throvvnon tb^ more-obscure pas*agev<iby Josephus, 
Hai?^ing /proceeded so far,jl witt be necessary to peruse the 
vvhole in.phe cpnlinaal nacrative, where Ike history is^re- 

fresented to you in one continued serjes-offacts* And h*er^< 
,am happy in hayin^g it lu.iDy power to riicommend to 
your perusal the best book ever ypt published on that sub^. 
jecty I- mean Kjmj^ton's History ofthe H<>ly Bible; 

In reading the History of Ancient Greece you ^411 Be 
led into tbi, know ledge of that of the Fersian-s.- Greek, 
writers are models for all succeeding ag-es to copy, after j- - 
they may be imitated, but they Ci^nnot be excelled. • 

*rhe next in order of time is th^t of the Romans, whldfr^ 
is full of as great cwenfsas ever happened on the. theatre of 
this world; Here\^esee a baud of lawless robbers, assem-*- 
blii)^ together,in a wood on the barikipf the Tiber, and af- 
ter ravishing their ueighboujfs^'daught^rs, gradually extend-- 
ing ihdf conqueslsover the states around theq?. Xhe great 
republic of Carthage is^ obliged to submitvto tf^eir jfoke*^. 
They extend their conquests \h the east as fair as Arabia; to^ 
the south into ihedeseU8 6f£«ybla,aodnort^\vardinlothe- 
' middle of Britain. . They . were at. last so iSll^d with pride^, 
a$ to boast that thb SUA. rose aiidietia their aoniimona. ,But 
' there is no thing J)e'rihanen|4h this world, fof as the poet^ay s, . 
"All huj^an thingi are' subject to.dtcay/* 
' The 6am.e eitljfi^mous empire which had been so long in^ 
forming, is swallowed dpin its^wn greatnessy«and for some 
ages past nothiiig has been leil of it but th«*name. The 
b^dy became too unwieldy for the head; and those barba*- 
lians whom the Romaii&^had neveci been able to'sabdue,^ 
poured iQ upon them> and seized their tefritodes, which 
' tbt^ had long ruled with^a rod of iron. But this did notv 
happen till they, had fulfilled the designs of Providence, and. 
performed what (he all-wise Governor of the world had ap- 
{tolnted. This isbeaut^ffuUyexpr«Med by the prophetI)aiiiel|. 
yihen he repr^scnU the great kiog.,NebuQfaadne^ai sa^-^ 
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. ing, **Ee idtih luxoi^jhg'to his will in the armies of 
<' neaven» among ih^ inhabitant^ of the earihi and' none 
'« can nUf his hand.'' After you have perused the Roman 
daistcs, y>ou willbegreatly assisted by reading Mr. Hookas 
aa4Dr. Goldsmith^s histories of thai celebrated republic^ 
The next pari of history which cfairos joor attention is 
the constitution, manners, and laws of those nations who 
overthrew the JK^oman empire^ and established sovereignty 
on its ruins. . 

\xi order to fbrm a right notions of America, it will be 
tiecessary to consider the state of navigation before Column 
Inss lived. In forming a right judgment of those things,. 
It will be neceSsary.fo peruse (he best authors of'voy ages and- 
travels, &c. For thatreason you must have recourse io a^ 
j[udicibus system ofGeegraphy, where every thing necessarv 
to be kno>W|i isi/iserted ; the latest and best of which is 
'Bankes's, and I heartily recommend it to> your perusaL 
There you will find the progress of navigation and commerce: 
^Hfom tne most early period down to (he present time v 

Las( of all, concerning biography, I answer, that it is a^ 
^|iartofhis(ory^ and Tikewise ought to he studied^ bat. not- 
till you have read (he accounts of nations ingeneraf*. Ge-~ 
jierai history presents tts with a V4ew of the puUtc coiiduct 
of great' men. The oiie presents us with arepreaentation^ 
' of things in general, the other leads tt< into a minute detait' 
of particulars. Thus, sir, I have laid before yoo the sanoc: 
\i>lan which I used myself wlien I first undertook the study 
^of hisioryw You will find (his'method aat^nefictaf a& any^ 
'yet poinlecT out' by the 'moRjt learned* in either ancient or. 
inOderq times^ I shall leave the whole t<cr your cpiisiderax- 
tipn, and doubt not but you will improve it«to ypuf owiii 
Mvahtafe. 

Tam, dear sir, your all^ctionaie wellHyisher. . 

tETTERCXlMJ 

Trom a ycmng.woman to a lady,*v^ilh wfieA .she hiadibr^- 
merly lived as a compiinionr 
Mad»n| 

THE^preii^tate manner in which lleA your famiFy^iiMiy'. 
teem^incc^nffr^tentwith thegreat tenderness yeu alwaya • 
^cfttedijM wi^i^ ^oremoTOj tbereforei every impatatioAof 
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tngratitude, I embrace this first opporionity of appearing in- 

iny own vindication, altbough for your sake^ ) am sorry to 

descend to particulars, especiaUy to mention names. - 3u^ 

|ny reputation, which is clearer to me than life itself^ is at 

stake, and as a woman, I doubt not but y oo will bear with me. 

When I first came into your service, I was determin«id 

to act in such a manner as not to give any offence to the 

meanest of your domestics ; well knowing thai good nature 

an4 atfability always procure respect; and f appeal to 

ever^ person of your fanufy; whether my conduct was not 

CMuisistent with my plan. In this manner I remained, ^n« 

joying an uninterrupted state of felicity for seme time. I 

obeyed your commands with aiacrity |^ and even servitude 

became a pleasure. But tftis was too happy a state to last 

long without interruption. But I scarce know how to 

proceed. Whilst 1 am vindicating my own condilict to mf 

most generous benefactress, lam obliged tlb impeach thai 

of ber dearest and most beloved folation* . 

When your son Sir George returned ftoaa the univenityv 

v^here he had been* ftaishing bis stadtei| Ihad no tbeugbls 

that be weald ever have made any attempt on' my virtme^ 

Bat alasi I was wretchedly deceived. He had only been a 

few days at borne, when he laid hoU of everv opportunity 

of being in tctf company. At ^rst I did not taae any notice, 

as I had not; the least suspicion of his intentions. But I 

was iKMOn^ convinced ofmy error, ^hen. he told me, that in 

eonse^ ¥en<P^ of my prostUutihg myself te his nnlawfal plea** 

furey he would nnifke me a handsome setUeinent. This,ma^. 

dam, wat a strong tempUtionj bat blessedibe God who pre* 

served me inooc0nc. You have o&en told Ebe, that y6uh|r 

>vomen ought to ^o from eviu-y appearitnce of sm;- and 

if so,.holnr great was fifty necessity ot avoiding the i^il I had 

I laid snarestQ entrap your son fbir a husband, it mfght have 

destroyed your own peace^of mind« an(l been considered as 

a di^boDOurtoyoof tainily* Had 1 submitted to his unlaw* 

ful desires I should have forfeited every title to respect iii 

the. world, andhighly offended that God who has gracious* 

Iv. preserved me hitherto. Jie'became more and more assi* 

a^^us^ till for his, for yours, and .for my own sake/ I was 

ob%ed to retire in as nuleai a manner ai possible. I am ndw 

at the bouse of a distant relation in Millbank, who takes ip 

plain-worky where I bopei youlr.Iadyahip/wiU be. pleased to 
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send my clothes. With respect to wages, jrQU Rhow I 'air- 
ways Feft'tb^t Id ymir ow4i discretion, and yoirr humanitjr 
exceeded mjr -utaiDS^ e^tpectations ; thereforel agafin leav^ 
th*t matter tt)' yourself. Lei me beg, thatif you mention- 
tkintinhappy afi^ir to the yjoiung gcnt7emart,Tt may be with 
yi^ut usnaltendei-ness. I would wiHingly impute his foH/.. 
to !he-irreg\ilarit4eR of )odlhfu! passion, rather thai^ to any^ 
pf€liiied!laied.-sGl>eme. ' '^od I douht not when.reason rc- 
tssume»K«rthf otia iti his heart, he wiHbesorry tbatev^rhe 
liftei#().ttS ti> ruin one who'wais scarce worthy of his notice. , 
'' • \'' 'I am, madam, witb gratitude and respect, 
' ' Your afFjfcti'oiiate welK wish ePi- . 

• ' , LETTER CXIVr , 

,^.. ;. . The lad)^*8 ?inswcr,^ 

Dear Bettjr, ' ' ^ 

WH4LST f lament thCflDinducC «f fey^ onh«lppy child; ¥•{ 
lift up my'eycs.ifcifli[*4hA«kMn^'ss tothat g:racioatf 
IktB^wilio hafl pre^^r^^edfifr J frtkm'4iAi\^^ Y«b wa^ left anor- • 
fidi^;«iidePihy.<5^re:^|ehd«'wberi I inito toy . 

hMily, /it was^ wich a id^igo M -prcmiot^ f^r ''4rtlere^t. 
Bleised ))e G«»d, thkt4he precepts wbich t endeii^llir«d<td 
instiiJ TDtp. your tender tmrid, have so ta&op6ratAd'<m youf . 
conduct Your b«haviour>in that unhappy Jd&#roiight to > 
belaid down at a- pattern Ibr; all young women lo cof^ > 
after, if ihe^ Would either be respected itt d^usr #0rki, ot^ ' 
enjoy ba]ypines«.tn' fhenex4. i have jastt been rMdiiij^you^ r 
letter toi'my scm,aad^be was^lilled with th^ utmost sh^me 
and coniuJBioD. The^trut b of your narrati ve forced hk con- - 
science to make a genu! no Confession of his guilt;. and un* • 
less I:j>juige with the partialky of a« mother,, be i^ ready t , 
tinc^rc penitent. I laid open to him the nature of his crimei . 
and itsaggravatingpircumstances, arising from theobtiva* . 
tion^twbicb bis elevated rank «ubj*::cted htm tOy Co bean ^ . 
example ofvirtue to Uiose^iii a lo wei^sp here of life;') lto1#^ 
bim^ that however triiViTi^ sttch^actions mtghl* appear in the 
eyes of iiis graceless conipdniohs^ yet th^re was aCiod wlio t 
beheld his' inmost, thimghts^ and. would reward or pufdsb : 
him afccor di ng to biamef its.- -He declares btoMe^i t fu liysen*' 
«ible of his foi lyy and say^iheis detcrminedDever to-atlenrph 
i|Dy sue h thing for the ml are. The beater will deliver you^ 
cJUbeSy, tp^her.v^th a.baiik»b.iU of ohehundced poundsi 
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Be MSBwd of 0»y contUiii assistance.; Bn4 may that Qod 
■who has prewrv^ yoi^ro «uch unmnwpt 4a«gW, be youe. 
conliBuale»i*Ji»i;»u»ti«*.andi«ieu.rmty! ., - 

I.B»>yo«r«iB«wrew«U-Wi8P«- . 

, ... . ;• - . ♦ .• . -^ • ' ' . •■ : • • " 
LETTER CJCVr; 

Froin a. gentlemaneon hi» travelt abroad t<i bi* WeDd in. 
LondoJ on arbitrary po««€r,^nd Popish. super. tiUon.. 

^ TTirnow above two years since 1 left England ; an4 1": 
IhaveiK.t^nx>kaseilWM4^ 
ties of acquiriDg kDOwledge. tou know ^^^^^ J^f P^^^.? ^ 
told yoa my pnncipal de$igu, was toinqviire whether the 

were more happy.ih respect t^ their hves. an AenjoymenlQt 
. Se r ?ropertyi than IhW^ of Great Britain? or second,, 

- whether virJe was ^oreqon.plcumismtheco,!^^^^^ 
pe^le than in our own at hopie?. W^^V'^f ^' t it fe 

- fi^ not hesitate one morn^pt .,n d^^"^;^'. ^^^^^^ 
^leanest subject in England,. or any P«^^^^^^*^?P*^'t^^°'* 

a'pw'Smance. .fi.ut what! have chiefly m view, is the 
l^e of Oie middling and lower ranks of the people. 

•;,^~r.~ ■ , .' ^, .^ . ■ t * , '". .i- Af nrocess miM^ 

l£«Dgli8h courts, both in criminal and civil causes. ' AUlnn* 

ters •f law are deterinined in, open court by the jud eres, 
wha are responsible for their conduct to tfie people ;. and all 
iactsare determined by the. verdict of twelve nien, stran- 
' ^ers to both par ties^.and hindered from speaking with any 
person durinj^ the trial. How difierent is the case here 
and in the other countries through which I have travelled'!' 
when a person is injured in his property, he commences a 
anU at a great expense, and.after a long train of pleadings^ 
on both sides, the deiermi^aiion both of law. and fact ir 
left to the judge, wh6 toay possibly* be biassed in favour of 
on* party, or which is still worsei, pay be corrupted^ But 
in^ criminal prosecutions the unhappy defendant iabp^rSi 
under still more deplorable circumstances. When a man 
is apprehended On suspicion of murder^ or atiy other Capi- 
lal o^ence, he is immediately shut up a close prisoner, and 
the witnesses agaifi&t hin) are examined, no; vma voccrhui* 




perhaps^a mile dUtanl^-ttndibeif. «^eiice vityUteffiaMllffg^ 
in a jotfriral kept forthe purpose; AH Uifs it dodei ft»d> 
eircntbejodgaient ^eeo-on by like courl^ vMUhl^tbe pri-- 
•oner isconfined in the dengeoo.' The witnesses are er-* 
derc4 to atieoil on anoiiier day. when the prisoner is- 
broiwht into court ;. the evidence »s Fead4olHBi^ and thii«>. 
for tne first time>.he knows wtio are Jiis accusers* He is^ 
then ashed if he is guihy of the'factk swoiti a^insl himf if 

^ be conibaser, he receives jiidgment of death y but if te de- 
nies the whole, or any part| he is immediately pat to the* 

'torture, where, perhaps, by the extremity of pain, he majr; 
be forced H) Gbnfess criites he neTercommkted^aiid nU^rii- 
wards sufiReip death. A^ain» the property of indlvklTiak: 
^^^i^^^^^i^^A t.^ 1.-.-„^:. ^_^_. .^ rcWard*he miquitjr- 

famistrefsi Q^ppy* 
, i edit agcr is-as secase in the enf oy ment' 

of the fruits of h.is hdnest industry,: as the prince id pos«' 
sl^ssionofhisrevenues oh the throne! ^ * 

I come now to speak of their ieltgton,. whieh triamphi 
n^itb as mach rigour o¥c(r the nvind and conscience, aathe 
civitpoweroter ihebod]^. Religii>nha'sbeeb|iiftfy define^^ 
*1 A dedication of the whole man to the wilPof (iod.**^ BaV 
Popery,, so fer from answering theii4>oiec^^>^»*j»**nn. •o^^i^. 
to bea Uairish submission to the dictatesofidl^e utelw^ttestSj'. 
y hy ;"j€ th ec^fi fe n-jiv;,^ ,.^; - A na^tndeeJt&ere Is no great 
^brd'eVUenweconsiderthatiuati^^ 

S'S of every family ^^ 'tl '^ f *. kKI^^^ 
SrVady sufficiently tiied with the srgbt of th^^^^^ 

accounts which you have read of the mcprisiti^arefer frbm 

bd^ exaggerated. I intend to return in an Bnglyh vessel 

hruKo?Lrseil1es,an<lfromthenceh^^^^^^ 

ll shall expect aletier ftom you, to be ^^J^;/W^ 

cr atParis,and remain Yours afiecUonately. 

tETTTEIt qtVL 
Hitfrlfcnd'iiattsn^n 

JiomJ^niotihecWA ^nd religious tyranny under 
YwW€hthepeopfegroauinforei5nnation8,togetherwh 

ti^ progress o? deism, exhibits to V view a melancholy 
picture of human liature. Yoar description reminds me of 
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^^»t beautiful passage in Addis6n*s letters from Italy, wher« 

Tbey.sUrve 1ft midst of nat^re^s t^oanty curst. 
And 10 the loaded vineyard die for thirst, 
TiiQS^ people once enjoyed the same privileges as oor- 
jBelves, and possibly that time may not be far distant wizen 
"^jre may be as abject slaves as they. However disagree- 
atble some things n>ay have been to you on yonr travels^ yet 
X congratulate you on the ht^pptnesA of being absent from 
£ngland in these times of piiUic divisions. Never was eur 
Skvi^ur's vrords more plainly verified in this coontrj^ than 
at present, when there is scarce pne family, wherein the 
Asost vtoleat dissensions have not happened. An author of 
XK) mean rank baa asserted, tha^if evei; English liberty iir 
destroyed, it must arise from the people themselves; and 
that if ever the people should become jealous of the conduct 
of their representatives in jiarliament, and those jealousies 
mre welLBuoded^ they will soon throw themselves into, 
^ the arms of arbitrary power, . . / 

They^ll fly from petty tyrants to the throne. 

Virtue and unanimity have at all tfmes preserved Iiber«^ 

♦H-tj^viceand discord have always procured its ruin. At. 

w \"«1Peopic^^j^,HAixecsaU an;oi^ nine-tenlht 

piam of the conduct of the^Siuu^^f?W^»<>t onU com*. 
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soon, ' *^*'>^ *'"* '«"V **°P'"« '° '^'^^ott, 

, ' . ^ *"" joufs sincerely. 

• . I^TTER CXVIL ■; 

, -ctort..<oa,cler||^mw,ia.thft,<»iunr,. 

•RevirendSir, . ; . ,. ' . 

_X^ili^^4l2fe\^^ are nof only ignorant of the | 

principles of our holy religion, bat also greatly corrupted 
ii^ Iherr morals* *^ The city itself, as well a^ the suburbs, 
present us' daily i^lib'^such tricks and iibpHpisHiens on the 
ttiiwiry-, that few would bfelieve Ihe accounts of 'them un- 
less they wfere reatfy e)^-witnesses. If 1 walk-through 
^fse sireelf; in the evening, I am ievei7 minute accosted' 
by the most abandoned prostitutes. If I go into other 
^arts^ I am weFloff if I escslpe wfth njy handkerchief or 
podiet-book. Nay, "siti hackneyed are those unhappy 
wretches In the paths^bf iwqnity, that tbey even commit 
those erhiiesin^ltefacerf 6pen day, altd in'the most pub- 
lid the^ro«i>hfareii; atid so dextrous are they in the mystery 
of their pjofessioni that 4be.most cautious cansc^ree'escape 
their snares. If I take a walk into the park, I am not able 
todtfltingutsh betwixt pfeer^,'sharper8, and French barbers ; 
and If 1 spend an evening in the playhouse, I am obliged 
toieave my wak4i sKmychaftrb^rs; lest I should be qndcf 
Ibe neieessiiy of purcWsmjf anothtr in the morrfing. Y^a- i 

I 
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rfiave often told me, that'll is (h^ <fatv of e^eiy Hjatt to re- 
lisath ctmttiiied w^h hisBttu^tiontinddrcamstanres inthat 
-station whereiiKPfDVidemire lias' prla'cfei him^'^nd ttiat the 

- temptatiotis with which weare furroonded, o\ipti to tee6»> 
'sidered as so many motives to dkty and watchmlne^s. Thdt 
ffae more Vigilant we are in watching against temptattofks 

•to vice, the greater will be our reward hereafter. For ray 
own part, my present fesohltton^is to -apply myself with the 
• greatest diligence to my sttidie«, and associate myself with 

- as few strangers as possible; But as I am Veil' convinced of 
-the frailty orfruntan naidne, aidilie vanity <^out most vur- 
-tuous resalutionsj, 1 roast still beg tb h^f from you as often 

as 18 convenient. You rtnstructioTfts Were iil ways ias pfeaisiug 
•as ttsefol when Iwas present wltkjrov, knd will be much 
more so now that'I afm removed- s6 far drsiafit. ' l shall riot 
tronbleyou vvith any more «t this itme, b\it subscribe my- 
^seFf^ ' / ^oiirs, in*l6v*,'^rktrlade, tiTfdsiticerity. 

I ' . '•(•..: in J ■' ' ; •;. ;.j*; ; ,' i' r ■ - ^v^ ;, " 5..'/ 

ii:.:; ^.'';xz^-'xs^ :;; 

r:..-- ui vn.,.. ,: : .i 'TheaHswe*;'—^""' -'•.'-' 
_i TDewriSkir,. .;/..,• „:;,:i.,.i. .-.,,,, .:.,, ,.,.... : , ^ ^ 
^*^?»THAT tutor^s tertai»ly nqjwoirtbyof 4»itog»inlfiiil*d 
'X 'Wikh-th^^i^re'ofyfMitdivwbipassiatieqjiaHy^CQnceriicd 

I 'M the t^unrityoF their liuodik^ iiKbiiciiiS'fv^^ 
J they makie in ikmr Mtdm,r Wi)ess> J oonsiden-ywif leister, 
<!^l;kd wi|lnd«iany:'faiit»em^rk»Ioat.he,gT.eaUdepcaviijr of 
T^iofnan nature, I rejoic^e ihat»y>canirb£yoar^oratofaB$fxot 

^ been yet rendered useless. Wrhenl-vead youc accootttpf 

.the many impositF^ms praotkeddn tbe^simpie and unwary 

(!»' London, together with Uie maxiy tern ptalion^ virtue .'is 

I* daily sarroun&d with, I ani.«orry^ii»«ioti«HBy power to 

I -.^oir^t out the different mel^odi tt3ed;by tbe^e mttcreants ta 
i ' debaHQtch innxx^ncev &x>d ^pcopagale^vice*. 4 isaye often toid 

I '. < ^tt ^at 1 4iev6r w^s in London^ ai^d cobsefju^tttlya stranger 
-to aHyotfhave menlioaed. Ail.Lcan sayfia^th^t it aiutst 
•; be yoar conlinjial care tokeepjn mtndlhos^adivnve pre- 

U^eptSrof our holy r«ltgi^n, wbere'GodbajKleQlfredvthttiie 

; wiil pimish or reward^in propofftiqn to the degr^^ of ImoW- 

ledge whereof we arc possessed.. » It i»anawfuicon^Wclr- 

a(i«i> tO'read.those words ofjoiir Lon4# <•> Tv/tfeefct^to whom 

I much is giv#n, ffom them much will be required '' ,\,^^ 



Bat, sir, jrott «re nQwea^e^on ibe Mv^y pfa profettioo, 

wbich 4oagb bpnourabie p^odai^fiil, jret ^^^en^filily pf 

. people bave cqn8i4ered as a real myBiwf Qf mi^Ujr, aodj 

tbat 99 tooo as a genllemao enters on the profession of the 

l^Wy be sbi^kes 00*^1 riBgird to moral obligaitons, and it 

e<|oaliy anxious of being emplojred as an agent, wbetbet 

. the cause be good or bad. This n^gy be .sometimes /^ 

. perhaps too orten) tr>ie ; bui then i% oifgbt to be considered, 

that it is not the profession ^fftiff but only the abiue of it 

-. ikat. pc€asioiu sfK^h coroplainis* There is not ope pro* 

iessioninihe world exempted fropi il:.^ ^ver ^suiqt 

ibere.^asa Judas in Christ's family, ith^reiiaTe bft^ hv- 

^ pocriies in bis church. •—The law hits had both its HaJe 

^ abfi Jeireries« I j^pn^onvinced, that youmay be as bon^ 

. a man, and as, pious a Christian, «| the b#r or on the 

. Jbench^ as if ypu were in.tbe piilptt. 

It ivf^f-r^osarkabie of Ihe^ great E^a^rl of Cluvndon, tb|it i 
When he presided in the court of chancery, his decrees * 
were so equitable,, that, no jappci^l ^as ever made firom { 
his decisions ; and the^ibuowing anecdote may, in some j 
measure, elucidate the rc^oos ^r his Integrity in such 
iniqukous times : .{ 

Whilst he was solicitor-general in the reign of Charles L\ 
lue went, during* r)ye long yacattoii^ io visit hii aged father^ 

- ioihe country, and l»ein^ waitiag tofelher oneoay in the , 
parden, theold geattenMi addressed his aon io theiidtMN ' 

. tng mannper: '^^Son^ you are now advanced to the highest 
e^siaence at the bar, and may «ne time or other pcesfde on 

H the bench; I have been ofle^^d, th^t gentlemen M)f year 
piofession are -as ready to eiigage in a bad. as in a.gpod 

* caose; but be assured &at Hzvtr, in order to aggrandixe 
^ourself, you should become an advocate for.despotiim,at 

ihee'xj^ense of the liberty ef your country,. you may, like 
> Samsdn of old» lav hold of the pillars, and demoltsfa the &- 
''^ brie; but voo will peri>b under the ruins/' No sooner had 

he tttterea these words, than be dropped down lo^Atif 

• apoplexy, and expired immediately. This is said 4o have 

- had such an effect on the eon, that he was determined ever 
after to act coneislonf iy with the dictates of his conscience* 
.Bishop Burnet telle OS, that when his father was at the 

' i>ar, he oonetaally observed the following rules: 

'Firstk Never CO mdertako a cauee tbs^ he knew to be 
bad. 



Itecondly, ifevcr iotteoy tp^pi^ for iha^ mho'.w^t^ 
rttnable to psiy hina. And, 

T^ffdfy, Never to aslL^oy fee fr oin^ ^fergyqiaii .when 
^e flaed in tke right of his bcmefice. 

The gi^eftt Sir dlatthew gale t^lls usi that h^'sprof perUy 
{a secular jafiaifsdurif^ th^ wedb sMoceeded in pr^{>ortion 
4o his atteatloh to religious daties on the l^^ay. HU 
jordfthip was as great an on^i^eoi to Christianity as he 
^w^s An honour , to iho^w. Soch^xamfiles as 1 have, men* 
4iQa«d» cap^i^t M« i ^hiok,. to stir you ap.to ema^tiof , 
:Bnd one day or other yoM may be aqvanqed^o 1^ hjigbi^st 
:P«^t$ 11^ the coajis ofjud^^^e* l«et mo; bff to bear from 
yot| aa o^en a« is coopiiSjtaat mthy^ ot^ avo^tiooa; 
Aod in the^ mean time coatinoe lo ppr^av^i^ in the same 
^vkfsc of virtue ^oa ha?$ bi^aii. Virttte is hs own ra» 
.ward, and you, wil) at Jail be conviaced, '* t^t h^er waja 
^l^pe ways (if pl^M^ntness, W.idl her pii^ar« pe^uoe.'' 
XluRrdear ftir^yott^ aificaro ,wfMiTW^|tctr» 

!L£TT£RCXIZ. - 

jFrom 41 young inercbant loan aged ^wiUmmih f^mfrly of 
tbeiame profeMion^ but mw ceKred fromb^tioeM* 
Honoured Sir, 

'*«TOpR fw^miiy m«5»dWig me instr^Ct|otts during my 
V% appr^nticestiip* will erer remain alattin^proofbrthat 
3pnaiegoodness for which you h^ve beerl long just Ivcele-* 
^aied, and fikewis^ encourages me (6 trouble yon tor ad* 
yi^ebpw to cosc^act, myself, so as to support my credit in 
the wprlc^ now I am ei^ter^d upon business. Your long arid 
/extehsive knowledge ofmiercaniile affairs^ l^lves a sanction 
to every thing you say 9 and your goodness of faejart encou* ^ 
rages the unexperienced Id address themselves to you with ' 
cHeerfulfiess. I have been now about two years in busi- 
«esji, and although my fucc.ess hias ^en equal to my ex* 
pectations» yet there are such a variety of failures daily in 
this city, that I am every day thinking my own name may 
be that week in the gazette, i $houId not be mu0h sur* 
,f>fised« wereaIltobee<^mei])9^nipts who areof #ba^on* 
ed characters, as I do.notseebowaoy tluoglessc^n be^. 
peeked. . You know, ^ir» th^^t aiisi^uity and rjegularjty are 
!f u»lji/i«lktioilf 4|ft^sp9i^»Uy v^tQ^WS ^ ihejfkerc^t f so 
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Uiat it mu%i appedriBorallyitnpossible foV (lie man to pros- 
per in trade, whose time is spent lA dissiptition itnd idleness, 
n ndt (i^hich too oft^happertj) in debauchery. When t 
hear of such failing in their payYnents, T am no way sur- 
prised; but when great "iminbers of those apparentlf in 
affluent circtn»8lance«, ^andthe fairest cliaracters, daily 
faii, I am justly alarmed, and my fears continue to increase 
in pro))ortif>n to thefr number^. 

I would not choose 10 judge rashly, njuch lesstincharita- 

•l)1y,of anynnan; althonj^h; Itnust confess,' I dm very much 
shocked when I hearthat a commission df bankruptcy « 
awarded agdnst one 8upp09ed worth thousand^i, and n#t 

-sufficient left to pay five shillings in the poalid. I am filled 

^^th horror on ac(!oont of my own «ifraalt ion, nhd led 10* be^ 
lieve, that thereis a fa tent curse attending mercai^ttleaffairSy 

^hlcB the greatett |>rudence can nekher see nor prevent. 
I am sensilSe th^ th^ ^r)onl«whom I am writing kpows 
tbeabo^e tobe-ttu^e, Yaiir ^&ng a4qaafntance with the 
fluctuating state of merchandize procures respect, and 
gives a sanction to every tiling ly^a say : but, as far as I 
am able to learn, those failings in the mercantile world are 

-inore^^equenfftow tham i^hen you was engaged in trade. 
I am^not ambitious of acquiring ciches^ my whole^esire 
is to obtain a peaceable possession of the comforts of Ufe> 
to^do-jvistice to^er^ one with vyhom 1 have any deaUngf, 

^ an,H. i9 live and^die an honest man. Such, sir^ is the ^an 
1 h^ve laid dowii f^rtny fiiture conduct in HfeV but alas! 
it will reqil^re' thf assistance pf all my friends to enable me 

~16 execute it with a becoming propriety. Let me there* 

i fore l)'eg your advice on an affwr of so much importance, 

'^^nd' whatever you dictate shall be the invariable rule tff 
my conduct, whilst the thanks of a grateful J^eart shall bb 
;Continually returned foir so benevolent an action. 

-i 1 ^ T- .. •. 1 am, sir, &C. ' 

lETTER^CXX. 

. The answer^ 

• Sir, .••••■••• *• 

IF I t«n forth arty jadgineifk of the hitegrily cPf your actiot)^ 
and tfiepurityot your ttitehtions, from t4ie contents of the 
'•IcttefNn'ity before tae, i shot^d not besitaite one moment in 
dccliringi ll\at tt'ts ftlmestftepossiWe youi* nam« wiU«?er 
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appear in the gazette under the dii^p^ree^Me j?ircumsiaQce;$ 
you have qientioned: for bow is it'possilife lq.$uj;^&«, that 
the matt who keeps.a reg^ular accf-ilifit qi his proce^ings, hW 
loss and gain, shoolidjnot know whejlber his circumstances 
are affluent or distressed r and whatevj^r you may think of 
those merchahli who have* often failed, although reputed 
afHuent, y£t if ypu had attended to their .e^camination be-: 
fore the commissioners, I believe you would have great 
reason io alter your opinion.. I. speak concerning bankrupx- 
cie«i in gcnerafj ibr (here are some un fore jeen accidenis, 
Whi^h ,ever) ^the greatest prudenqe cannql prevent* ' Bat 
lh«se are eJwi'rE^prdipary cases, and seldom. fiappen. Ifyou 
examine.niinutely into tfie nature of those causes which 
generaUy occasion bank'ruptciesj you will fjnd them arising 
ifoin Romefhing with which you are ^^till unacqaaiuted. i 
«haft endeavour to point out a few, and submit w yourowa 
judgment whether J( am .rqi^'akeo. or.,not, , And the ^rscis 
generally a careless attention toj^ijisiness the not keepjng 




whose mind is continually engaged in the pursuit ofthing:? 

'foreign to, and whoUy unconnected, with that stal ion ia, 
whicn P/ovrdence has placticLhim. .It, is q. a)^j^radiction ia 
ler mi. Assi'duity always procures' respect,' aii<i generally 

Jnsui^s success. Another cause of th^ nujjy f<3i!ures in the 
tnerCantn^ world, is the vanity ofthose in trade, living above 
their circumstances. .This vice is.al present so predomi- 
Jia'ht'am bh^ the ciuzens,,an4 itsi^ons.e^jffences so fatal, that 

f'ne would almost Imai;ine che people were fabouring under 
ome penal infatuation.' Formerly tbp cili;zens of-fion»^on 
were distinguished in a peculiar mann^er for their gravity ; 
j Ihe Vhang<4 and/j|i#' custom- hous-i'v^'^re Che only place* - 
1 Ahey /reqiileivted vvlien they went Irorp hoipa. Hut now the 
} face 'of affairs IS changed, and those .pfaccs wh^re their 
f pl-edecessors acquired fortunes, are considered as too low 
and vulgar for them *lo be seen at. Nay, so far have they 
carried their .extravagance, Ulat all disilnciions are in -4, 
manner Contbunded, and the wife ota tradesman is hardly 
known from the lady of a peer. Dis<ipjlion, exiravaganc**, 
( and even debauchery, have taken place of activity, pr;i- 
" dence, and frugality ; ihat instead of acquiring independ- 

F 
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entfortunes, and .retiring from busiqess. with credit and 
honour in their advanced years, we first see their naroes in 
the gazette, and the remailicief of their liv^s is either spent . 
in a prison, or they are lefl to struggle through the world 
wttboot credit under the odious appellation or a bankrupt. 
The last cause 1 would mention is naturally the^ectof the 
others; I mean a desperate attempt (o repair a brokenTor- 
tune by engaging too deeply at gaming in the Alley. This 
practice has been attended with 8ucn pernicious conse- 
quences, that the children unborn will become real sufferers 
through the madness of their intalnated parenls..^ tVhen 
those who have wasted their substance )n riotou8;livin^4 
are awakened by a feeling sehse of their, approaching 
shame and misery, they gefierally muster up all ihey can 
procure, and at one stroke venture it all in the Alley, where« 
if one is successful, most commonly twenty are ruined. 
What I have now told you is the result of lopgexperteace, 
and I doubt not but you will find too glaring proofs of it. 
Itnow remains thitl should, in compliance wilhyoiir fe- 
<|uesr, point out some rules tbbeobseryeci^ in order io carry 
on business, both with credit, honour, and profit. ' But I 
.know of no method more jjrpper than to act diametrically 
opposite to the conduct of those already mentioned. ^. 
Learn to be wise by others' harm. 
And you shall do f lit! we'll. 
Never leave that undone till to-morrow that can be per- 
formed to-day. ' ■'■',.'.'■ 

IS^ever trust that to either a friend or a servant which 
cAn be done by yourself. .''[ 

Keep an account of every day's expensej, and on^e at 
least every week compare you^debt with your credit. 

Be not ever anxious in acquiring riches. Trade is solid, 
but slow; and experience has long since convinced oie, 
that those who are over-hasty in acquiring riches, most 
commonly fail in their attempts, and sooii find themselves 
real beggars. But, above all, remember,^ihat ** In valndo 
we rise soon^ or sit op late, unless our labours are cfowoed . 
with divine blessings.'* I le»ve these things to your con- 



s(deitttion, and. am 



With great sincerity, 

your well-.wtshec 



i^riliKSUN i?KiiUNUiJMir, etc. vrs 

LETTER CXXI/ 

From a gentleman of decayed circumslancfes in the ctrtlh- 
try, to aQo4h«r Utelf f<|(«urDed'f?vm tbe.£aktljBdie5»fe^ 
commendUig hiu toa t9 hi» protecii^ii. . ; . . 

• Sir^ •' ■ 

I W AS gf€fa(tly pleased to hear of yoor arriva!,^hul much 
more w, that you had ftcquirfed'an ample forione. Y»>u 
knew me when my circumitanctrs'were not onl/Rrfsy, but 
ItkewiseafHaent; and yoa also know' ihaf," at tlia't time, f 
was glad otever}*tippoftunlty bfas^isting nfty friends. Btit* 
alas! I am now in a quitfe different sftaatmn.' By thefo^i 
i^ftfihip from Jamaica, I was obliged to stop paymeni, and* 
give up all to my creditors, who have genernnsly allowed 
me a small Anniiity for ray subsistence. When that tktal 
event look piace^ 1 retire^l into 4be country, with my wtfe 
and children) and iny lime hUs *ince been ?pcnt in super- 
intending their edscati(H). The bearer, my eldest son, is . 
ju«t twenty,andift very deiiroiiso^j^oing'to the East Jiidie?; 
but iiiy:circutiistahces aresucll/that it ism>t in my power to 
'.^fve him any assistaace, nor fndeed do I know in what 
.manner to proceed in An- affair of sonroch rmportantf;' 
The friendship which sub<itstedi>e(wi^t us before }-ou left 
-Engiand/gites me some elicouragemefnt to hope« tha^ your 
elevation to affluence and grandeur will hot make atiy al- 
teration in your sentiments concerning benevolehce, not'«< 
wiUistanding the<iepresi»ed.»itttalioh to whrch \ atn reduced. 
I rather think that my present distressed circom^tances 
wtllplt^admOHs poweYtuUy in favour of the )Oufh, than if 
^ was supported even by the recommendation.of the whole 
body ordir<ic'iors. _ 14iavegiven him aneducation perhaps 
beyond my circums^nCes, and suitable; i hope, to any sj- 
tuaticm in the mfiTcanlile' world. His morals^ so far as I 
know, are pore, a^nd 1 do^bt nOl his conductwiH give !^ati$- 
facdon; if therefore' yoo Will be pleaded, either' tb -take 
himnindcr y<Mirown direction, or instruct inc in what mail-'T 
ner to proceed; in i>rder to promote his interest, you ^AT 
thereby confer a UiSiing ot)Iigatton on an indv|lgent^ ihougfV^ 
a-fflicted parent, anrf it shall be acknowledged'^^ ?th grair^* 
tade, to the latent period of my exigence.' •'" 

' ' ' • 1 am, Mr, . ' • :. 

• ' '■'- -^ ' • ' : ■ Your very huitjblc sferVuut; 

f 2 



LETTER CXXIL 
The ah« wer. 

, Dear Sfr, 

VTC7HENJ^itead your affecting letter, I scarce kneiy wlie- 
W their I was more grievjed Id hear of yotir^ stressed 
circumstaoces, or filled with shame (hat I had been three 
months iiifEtigUnd, and never inquired iqrd)newhoh«d not 
only treated me with humanity^ but evei) assiHed me in 
makings my first voyage to the Indie^. Youri^ouse was an 
asylum tome wheni wasuUerly destitute, and 1 should coa* 
sider myself as an object of (be utmost abhorrence, if I he* 
sitated one moment in complying with your request, rela- 
ting to the amiable youth who brought meahe letter. But 
in what light must I consider myself were my gratitude to 
ihe best ormen confined to such a favour as would costme 
nothingi or what I would grant even to a stranger ! No» 
siTi I am sensible of benefits received, aqd ^houlc) consider 
myself as a mean abject wretch, if I did^ot acknowledge 
them with gratitude. I have just been with your sun to 
the Directors, and he is engaged a» a writer at Bengal* If 
ibe climate agrees with his ^ofisAitiitiji^n, there is no great 
fear but he will .soon acquire a considerable fortune^ For 
which purpose 1 have deposited, in the hands of the super'* 
cargo, five hundred pounds for his use, which you know is 
more than I bad when 1 first embark^ for ihatpart of (he 
world. But still I should. consider myself as acting, very 
partially, if whilst lam making provision for the son^i 
fihould forget his aged parents. The ships for India doo^t 
»ail till next March,1io tbajt yqur son will have at least three 
months to remain .with you before he embarks. He seta 
off with the coath to-merrow, and I have entruat^him 
with somethipg for your immediate use. I intend calling 
to spend a few days with you next month, and be assured 
that nothing in my power shall be. .w-aniiitg to make jour 
life as agreeable as possible. . I have not so far forgot Ihe 
)irincjples of a virtuous education, as talook.with indiffer* 
^ce on the various di.spensations of Providence. How irwi 
n that saying of the wise. man, '* The race is not to the 
swiflt, nor the battle to the strong!'' as hum^n wisdom can- 
not discern the progress to earthly grandeur^ so man's pru- 
dence is not always able to guard dgainstcalamitous events. 
1 am .therefore determined not to place any confidence io 
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nch«9> Iwi: only consider myself as the ifeward of thai ali- 
bouBttfui God from whom I have ftjceived Ihwsny This ii 
my fiTLfsd fesolulion>. and I hope* no allurement wiiatever 
shall tempt me to deviate from it. 

I am» dtar sir, 

Yonr sincere friend.- 

LETTER CXXIir. 

From a clergymati in the country^ to a bdy in London, on 

the death of a valuable friend. 

Madam, , . , . • 

DEATH, that king of i^rrors, having pierced with hi« 
fatal shai4 the heart of the generous PoUto, I went tu 
pay my last duties to my. decea^d friend ; but who can de* 
"icribe ^Mt.^'T®**^ of so'f9w.wh»«>b overwhelmed my breast^ 
on my arrival at the house of mourning 1 he had just com-* 
pleied«an ample and: eommodious seai> but was not per- 
mitted to spend. ons^.jpyful hour under Us roof. His gar<* 
dens we;r& planted with the choicest fruits, and. decorated 
in the most graceful matiner: but their matter i« gone dowii 
to. the valley of the shadow pf death. Since death is tho 
portioaof every individual we shouid engraven the thoughts 
HI the mo^ legible characters, on the tablets of our .me- 
SDories. We see ovr neigh1>oai!s.faIl> we turn pale at the 
shocV^ and feela tiemhliag dread. No sooner are they 
removed from our sixht,. but driven in the whirl of busi- 
ness, or lulled rn the languors of pleasure* we ferget Pcovt- 
dence> and, neglect its erraod«. The impression made.otv 
QMr unstable minds, is like^ the trace of an arrow through 
the penetrated air, or the path of the keel in furrowed 
waves* Did we reflect seriously on the numberless dis- 
HMcirs^ S^Qh asi no haman prudence ^au foresee, nor the 
greater care prevent^ that lus th wait lo acoomplish our 
doom, we should be obliged to look upon ourselves as te- 
nants at will, and liable to be dispossessed of our earthly 
tabernacle at a moment's warning. The last enemy has 
not only unnumbered avenues for bta approach, but even 
holds his fortresrin the seat of (Mir i>fe» The crimson fluid 
which distributes health, is impregnated with the seeds of 
dea|h. ^Ome unforeseen ipipediiaent ipay obstruct its pas- 
gage, or some unknown violence may divert its course ; iu 
either of which cases it acts the part of a poisonous draught, 

FS 
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or a deadly Woand. The parlition which separates time 
from eteroity, is.notKing more than ibe breath of oar noa- 
tjtisj and the transition may be made in the lea^t particFe 
of time. 

If we examine the records of mortalify, we shall find the 
inemprials of a- mixed muJtitode resting tof^ether, without 
any regard to rank or seniority. None are ambitious of the 
uppermost roonos, or chief seals in themansionsof the dead, 
none entertain fond and eager expectations of being ho- 
tiburably greeted in their darksome fells. The man of 
years and experience, reputed as an oracle in his genera- 
tion^ is content to lie down at the feet of the babe. In this 
common receptacle, the master is equally accommodated 
with hU servant. The poor indigent lies as softly aa the 
most opa lent possessor. All the distinction that subsists^ 
is a grassy hillock bound with osiers, or a sepulchral stone 
ornamented with imagery. 

Wby^then should we raise such a mighty stirabout supe- 
riority and precedence, when the next Vemove will -re^^ 
duce us all to a state of ^qual meanness ? why should we 
exalt ourselves and debase otherS|«since vrt mu.^t all one 
day He upon acommon-ievel? we must all be blended to- 
gether in the same common dust. Here persons of cob- 
trary interests/ and different sentiments, sleep together. 
Death having laid his handaon the contending partis, and 
brought all their difierejaees to an amicable conclusion. 

Eternity! how are our boldesr, our strongest thoughts, 
lost and overwhelmed in thee ! who can set land-marks to 
limit thy dimensions, or fiitd plummets to fatliom tbjr 
d^pth? what numbers can sute, what lines can gauge the 
Jengths and breadths of eternity^ mysterious, mighty ^x^ 
istence! when ago5^ numerous as the bloom of spring, in^ 
creased by the herbage of the aummer, both augmented by 
the leaves of autumn* and all multiplied by the drops of 
rain, which drown the winter — ten thoasand more than 
can be represented by any similitude, or imagined by an/ 
conception^ are all revolved in eternity — vast, beundless 
eternity ! after all those numerous ages are expired^ eter** 
r.ity is only beginning to begin; ' 

•I am, madam, 
Yoursixicerei though afHicted friend, > 
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^ -.' _ \let.ter cxxiv. . 

. .From a geRHemanto his. friend,. oir:lnipplnes». 

^^'D^arSfrv' ^-T " '''■'''"'' '['"''- "* V''" ' ; '' ' ' 

IT W5fe?iB^ to be ttie^ftfte of man to »eek all huconsolallow 
«n ftrttiTity. The lime present is v^ry seldom aWe to fiU 
deiireor tmagmatiofn with immediate enjdymenl, and we 
are therefore fbrced to supply ihc deficiencies by lecollec- 
lion '01" Brttiiciiiatipn. 

' Every one so often 'experiences the fallaciousness of 
tiope, and the inconveniences of teaching himself to expect 
Hvhat a thousand accidents may preclade, that, when time 
hasainted'the confidence Vith which youth rushes out tt>. 
l-akc possession of the world, we naturally en*leavotir, or 
*wish at least," lo'find entertainment in the review of life, 
ftttd'to repose lipon real facts^ and certain experience. 

But so fall is the world of calamity, that every source of 
p?feasure"T3lfK>flfuted, and, franquillity disturbed. When 
lime has* su^ipKed us with evenis sufficient to employ oor 
fhotrghts; n has mingled them wi£h so many disasters and 
afflictions/that we shrink from the remembrance of theitt, 
'dftead their iofnision on our minds, and fly from them to 
eohipany and diversion. 

No.man thai has past the middle point of life can sit 
down to feast upon the pleasures of youth, without finding 
the banquet embiKered oy the cup of sorrow.. Many days 
<>f harmless frolic, and many nights of honest festivity will 
recur'; he may revive the memory of many lucky accidents, 
or pleasing extravagances ; or, if he has engaged in scenes of 
action, and been acquainted with affairs of difficulty and 
vicissitudes of fortune, may enjoy the nobler pleasure of 
looking back upon distress firmly supported, upon danger re- 
iolutely^ncountered, and upon oppression artfully deleated. 
jEnea^veily properly comforts his companions, when, after 
Che horrors 4>f a storm^ they have landed on an unknown and 
des^ate (^Ountry^ with the hope that their miseries will, at 
aonvd^dicfttflil period, be recounted y^hh delight. There are, 
perhaps;' fe^bighergraiifidtatiohs than that of reflection on 
«vife surmounted, whet\ they are notincuirred by our own 
^olty arid neit her ref) roach' us with cowardice nor guilt. 

'fiut((his kiftd'Of felicity is always abated by the reflect 
*iioB,Hl|at< they- with 5#hom we should be nlost pleased to 
^har* it, areiiWid t8e grave. ' A fev^ years make such 



\fock amongst tke human race, that wesoon see ourselves 
prived of those with^ whom we entered the world. The 
in of enf erpHae^ \i^enihe has recoitnled hisadveAture.^, 
breed, at the dose of the narration, to pay a s^fa, turjthe 
!iDory of those who contributed to kis success; andhet^art 
s spent his life aroong the gayer part of mankind^ ii^s 
ickly his remembrance stored with the r,eiZ9 arks and re-- 
rtees of wits, whose sprightliness and merriment arenow 
t in perpetual silence. The trader, whosje |ndus4ry has 
3plied the want of inheritance, when he sits down to ^en-^ 
f his fortune, repines in solitary plenty, and iantenls tb« 
sence of those companions with whom be had planned 
t amusements for his Jatter years: and the scholar, 
lose merit, after a lon^ series ol" efforts, raises him irom 
scurity, looks jound in vain from his exaited slate, for his 
I friends, to be witnesses of his long-sought^for affile Qce^ 
i to partake of his bounty. 

^uch is the imperfection of all ha man happiness; and 

Ty period of lite is obliged to borrow its enjoyments from 

time to come. In youth we have rfoihing past to.e^ 

:ain us; and in age we derive nothing from Xhe retror 

Dt. but fruitless sorrow. The loss oif our friends and 

tpanions impresses h<'ur!y upon.us the necessity oFoui' 

» departure-: Wefiwd that ail our schemes are quickly 

n end, and that we must Iu5 down in the gfay^ iwilk 

forgotten .multitudes of foiirneT ag«s,^^nd yield' our 

es to others, who, like us, ^ha)l be drl^m avybile by 

s or fear about the surface of the e^xih, ati^ ihenjjike 

e lost in the shades of death. . 

tyond thi-s termination of our corporeal j^xistencei we 

her efore obliged to extend our hope^;. aad every man 

ges his imagination with something which js n^ to 

en till be has lost the power of perceivii^ jU, . Hutn^ 

e tbemselv.es with entails and setttem^l5>,piroyid^ fl^r 

icrease and perpetuation of families and b^n^ra^ 9Xtd 

ve to obviate the aissipation'pf for.tunefl^whi^ph it luis 

the whole business of their lives tO; ai»?^ti^uU^fc 

i, more refined and exalted^ congratulate thiuir'Oiiira 

ttpon the future extent of their reputation, the la«w 

ne of their performances, tho reveretice of distant 

s, and the gratitude of unprejiidiced poslerily. . 

notj therefore, fron^ this worldi. that any ir^y .^f 

t can proceed to cheer the gIoo{n,^.iLh«.lasi bottr. 

urity has itill its prospects ; there is yet happiness 



ii> ffcftctn^ sofiittent «>' supjiort uj^ lender eVfcrV iifflidron. 
Hope is the cWef bte'isiffg of mart, ari<f <Kat hop^ o«Iy is 
ra(k>nat| wWch w« afe«ert«!n cannot 3ecciVe. ^ 

1 atn,sir, fee, 

LETTER CXXV. 
From his ffitfhd ift answer, concerning the immortaTity qf 
the soul. 
TVfy clear friend, '. 

THE pitli^te ydti have drawn ^f human nalure is loo 
true to be denied, and what ^ou have said oftheimpos- - 
sibililyo^f enjoying real happiness in this life, has ledtne to 
-consider 4h*t pJeasiiig subject, the immortalily of the soul. 
The-sciolhas Iseen treated of b}' many philosophers; se- 
-veralhtove pretended to defrne it, some to describe its sub- 
8tance» aod,*rn'a ivord, noarty have pretended to say what it 
really rs in Stscif. For mV part, rfarrly renounce every at- 
ifcrapt to explain feitber iis nature or connection vn^th the 
bod^ : I am contiint with mv confidence, that I have a rea- 
soirtng faculty witjiitt myself, of which, together vvilh my 
-visible body, I am composed and constituted. R must be- 
<al}owed, that throogh*!! the parts of nature there appeaj;s 
^ most bene volent'intentidn in the Providenceof God fot 
man's preservation and comfort. The earth and waters ad- 
tnimjter^ng to liwfoo^ and raimtnl, acimarlsofvarrous kind^ 
are preiiey ved fbr Inm-iii due season, as we e\-ery day e^pe- 
fieiice.' Bo* these pleasures are but of a subordinate de- 
gree; 'he enjoys something of a far more sublime nature, 
his pi>wer ol contemplating on the goodness of his Mikcr 
in tfkte creation* of all these things which renders himdfesi- 
fous of something abov« and beyond thein all. 

Can h tbfepefore besuggesiod, that beings capable of the< 
4«6sl refined ijontemplation on the vvorks of the creaiion ;. 
be irtgs Capable of being ttioved and affected even to an inex- 
pressible degree^fpJeaiUrc, by the combined harmonies of 
donnd $ beings capable of increasing and advancing theit 
kfiOirledge and speciilation in alt thing;, even to their lasc 
moments;. beii*gs capatblc of conceivifig notions which no* 
part dftheir mottal frame can possibly convey to their under- 
standing, aftd'ln-^htch no instflimental influence can have 
•riy»#har€j; beings that are never satisfrecl in searching after 
truth through feH the binding labyrinths ^nd hidden recesses- 
of iiat'dre-; 1 WVjCan ti-bt imagin^jlhat-srfohtlimg* should; 

.E 5 
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bedejinriyedQfaUex^Unce. in tiieiaidUof tbeae^rowtaf^ 
tpeculationsv which can h«ve no origin but wbat \% truly 
diTine f its fuIne&sjpiQst b« In an lier^fter. Our very tma* 
gtnaiion reaches to cternitv^ Tn spite of all that can be satd 
by th« most obst inateatbeistj or our own doubts can deviae. 
Hope iHa constantiinstifict whic^h ijvi^ires men with ade- 
aire of finding some better atate, and h a tare presage of 
fqturity ; nor could any roan on eartb be possessed of it, if 
that state were not certain, no more thap he should shrink 
At conunittinga wicked ac^^ if there were no power witbin 
Jbunself that is to live hereafter. Another strong proof of 
tlie immortality of the sout flows from the infalJibie gpod^ 
ness and justice of the Divine Being; lor if it were not inur 
mortali and ever conscious of good and evil done inthislife,. 
that goodnefs and justice woald be liable to be called in- 
question. This notion has often confounded some of the 
greatest phrlosophers, and is at the same time one of the 
greatest consideraticns to prove a fatarestate^ when ei>- 
tered upon with deliberation. Can we hesitate to believe 
the immortality of the soul, when we see how the moat 
abandoned miscreants Hve and prosper in affluence of iorr 
tune, carrying it with a highhamt against their ceighboufa^, 
distre<ssing all in their pc^wer^ enjoying and rioting on the 
substk^nce. of widows and orphans, and at last going to the 
grave unpunished ; whilst the ionocent and virtuqua suffer . 
a serit:<; <rf afiiictions and miseries b.y themeana of these 
powertul t\r^iHs^ all their I*ves, and^ at I^n^th^lie down ixi * 
ihe^diisi vtcrt ngtfd ard unre^ressyd in Ihfs liter if then. there 
be not an be'eafter for the soul^ and if it be not cooscioaa 
of past good and evil, v\here is the justice, where is the 
goodness, where is the m<:rcy, where is the bi'nevoltnof 
in giying being to mankind^ for no other end i^uttosulfer 
pains alia' miseries at the hands^ of another^ and what boi 
imrtjaJtiy, which isin^ustice in iUelf», would hare ordered 
.Hufiferingsiike these for at) me, and a. power of tyrannizing 
iO<^thers^ for the short date of the life of man here^ were 
there no puni>kmenl for the unjust andbase^no happHiesa 
iur the virtuous. and inj^ured hereafter? thia iaa considera* 
tiof! dreadful in Us very essence,>if justice waa aovrhere to 
casue. .But who can behold the beautiea of all thep^nr 
of the creation.^ who can s<% himself and know- be ea&ists,. 
^nd at the same time observejiot only the.careful provi- 
;ihn ppiiAp fof him^but also the tuugcifberfess method^ of pro* 



LBTTEfiS ON FRIENDSHIP, &:c. , I SI - 

pagating iiftd 'preservini; them for his u«e, wiihoul know- 
»iig,.at tkesftme tube, ihal they w^re created for him as 
well as the t jfratvt who deprives him ofthero ; aiul theaya- 
ribieus, wh^ Abus^ die good things of this life by denying 
them not only to ^tbers^ b«t ev^n to himself. 1 say vyho 
can be sensibieto those things, who observe this divine im- 
, partiality/ and doabt of future rewards for the vtrtaoos> 
and future punishments for the wicked ? for millions ofevil 
deedsrareunpufiiRhed^ and as many wrongs done with- 
out, restitutiomtn this life; and, therefore, though a wicked 
man may es<:ape punishment in this li(e^ it is impossible be 
should even shun the justice of thAt divine law, which ne-. 
eeswarily points out, that soeia} virtues and benevolence 
ahouid be the reciprocal commerce between man and man, 
during his sfiort stay here^ and thai under the severest re- 
al rtctions and penalties. Where then must the uncertain 
jmtice of the Divine Being take place ? if not on this side 
(be grave,, it mun certainly be aiter the soul is separated 
Irbm lire boiy.. Such, my dear friend, are my thoughts on 
that most imp<H!taDt subject, dnd I leave ihrm with you as 
31 'testimony ot my unfeigned alfectioh. - lanirsir. 

Yours ui the gicalpst affection* 

LETFER CXXVl. 

; F(:c^ a gentleman to. his friend, concerning prejudice. 

Sir, 

1VVAS lately in company with several gentlemen, and aa 
theconversatidn turned upon a variety of subjects, I was 
much surfiriacd to find every one prejudict'd to his oWn faV 
<vouritet(Vpitiion» without hemg able to assign a reason why 
4hey should fio hastily take upoft themselves lo dogmatize 
with ^sb' much anurance; * . 

. ^Am4>ag'the vanons ef ror% into vi^lttch human nature n 
Uabto^to fall, there-are aome which'people i^f a true under- 
itartfding are petf^ictly sensible of in tiiei|Hf|»|ve!l, yet either 
^aiaing* a'Hrenigth of revfd»tion tobrea)^ ihrough what by 
IoBg'Cu^to1lvba8oeeome'habitJ^aVof being of too indolent 
k temper td endeavour a» a deration, still persi<st to act in 
€Oiftradiclion #o the dictates of ^veo their own rt^a^toB and 
j^udgmeiKt^' ' Wkat-^jve el^l^prejudice, or prepossession, i^ 
4^efQi»nry that ^llich stands fotVtltiOst iAihe'rank of si-rviiify^ 
Itis the gr^al ringleader of almoUaU themisiakcav^%ai% 
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guilty of, vrhetiier in the. sentiments of our h^^rtfi or t&e 
conduct of our actions. As milk is the fint no»ridmi«iit of 
the body/sQ pre)ttdice is the £rst tki^g given to the mind to 
feed upon.— No sooner does the thinking faculty begm to 
show itself* than prejudice mittgles with It^ and spoils its 
operations: whatever we are either taught, or happen oi^ 
ourselves to like or difiltke, vre, for the most part« continue 
to applaud or condemn to our lifeU end. Sod;iflEcuit it la 
to eradicate, in age, those sentimemts imbibed in our yoath*. 

It h this fatal propensity which brnds asit.werei our rea^ 
son in chains, and will not suffer it to look abroad^ or exert 
any of its powers^ hence are our conceptions boudded;^^ 
oor notions toearJy narrow ;^-f our ideas, for the most paft, 
unjust; and ourjudgmentshamefuIl3le<i astray. Tbebrigbt<» 
est rays of truth in vain shine upon our minds, when preju* 
dice has shut our eyes against them. We afe even render^P- 
ed by it wholly incapable of examining any thing, and take 
ail opon (rust that it presents us: this noi^only makes vt9- 
iiablc to be guilty of injustice, iiUnature, and ill manners to 
others, but also insensible of what is oyring to .our selves 9. 
we run with all our n tight from a real and substantial good». 
and court an empty name, a mere nothing. We mistake* 
iiifiiiny for renow n, and ruin for advantage r in short, where- 
a strong prejudice prevails, all is sure to go amiss. 

What I would be iinderi^tood to mean,, by the word pre- 
judice, is not that liking or dialiking, which natUfalljF arises^ 
on the sight of any new objecf presented to us. As* for 
example, we may happen to fall into the con^pany of twO' 
J ( rsors equally <ieserv}ng,aRd eqoally strangers to US| and. 
with neither i/f whom we either have, or> expect to have^ 
the least concern : yet shall we have iu.spiteot u6»aod witk— 
out being able to give any reason lor it, greater good wishes- 
tor the one than the other. But this jii occasioned byJhat 
;iympaihy whichfMtui^ has i|»pkuit^ kifuU created /bfi^ivg'.^ 

ThtSy ther e6i>re, ' is what JW^:caU feocy, an^ very much 
tiiffe ret) t from pri^tidice, whifih indeed entersehiefiy through, 
the eajrs. Wheh our notions of'persons or thiegs^whioh w« 
^)f ourselves know nothing, of^ are guidedy si^d .ounappro*^ 
^tion, ordisappsobaCtoti of the«i eHciied sMrely by what 
we are told, and wkich afterwards we refuse to oeGoniFin* 
^ed is false, then it is that we may be said* to bej^ftvecned 
by that settled prepossession so dangerous lot the worlds. 
joidtQ our eharaeters^ in lerest^. and happiness I fox the other 
is light, voIatilTiUnd of little Cjonsequence. 



LETTERS^ OWrRIENDSffllP, &ci. f% 

1^ kvoid. being led wva^r^b^ stick t ^n|;eroQ6 «jWI», Wd 
shoiiidtakviioiiliog iipQWlTa«t«ibfi!taili<fif(>0^ <WII«th^r 

in tbe.iiladjr oftbe orts^of in bat ifii^^r«rs>od nooning re*^ 
ISgiofi/ poiitica^ or «ny thing eliey^ we tticmid ^i do¥/n with 
» determined i<ttSGl}ution to hetf iin partially both «Mttit/ftiKt 
to be direc^tod b^ that whicbonr reason iii68tftppr<tv^. H^* 
notMimegrefttpef was divested themtelvea of pre^(id}ces>w^ 
hod neTBf been farvidured wifehail thos« vahiableittpmve-' 
nueotft in expedmentai piiiiosophy, m^de 6^ late ymrs 1m 
difieresit parts •of £erope«-' A(«er ally it is n^ ea«y it}«fter 
tt> dtv«»t ^uvselvvs of: aoqilired pvefudilses ^ and it m a me* 
lailehoi^ cefiectiony tha^ part oif our years are'spent in ac- 
qnimng ^udi fatal notions^, that th#re is scacce tim6 le^i to- 
•radicate ibem: 

So from the time Hve first begin' to bnovv", 
We Live and^leara, y0i not IhO ^sef grdw^; 
. . BoA be whor troili from ^hebood would discern,. 

Must -first disrobe the mind» and all uiilearn ;. 
.. V To difposseits Hhecbild tbemortdi lives; 
' ^ J And death approache» ere the^man arrives v; 
Thu^ ti%itb lies bid, and eve we o£in explore 
The glittering genii our fleeting life is o'er. Piiio«>T 
I am, sir, yoot sincere friend; 

'•.; : .[,. >EtTER cxx-vir:. ; 

•JPhe. four follbyving .letters, are pn sij^ects. of (he uiiffost 
importance. . ,^ . 

from scg^ntlemsn listelyientefed upon hoiM^k^^p^g, ton^ 
• friend*.; 
. - Dear Sir^- . ^^ . . -^ • '■- i'- ' . > 
^F we f efiect-oa tbeMtmr&of ibe :bi]m«n fipeeiMs, wesh)!?!' 
l^beoOnvinced MuU all mankinti^cre drigina% denned frf 
the gMtC]%atioi-fbrioeiftixn6«t4ireii. Fordtfntre imagine, 
tkatj]xuB)^aboveail|dthc0antmiih»;.ts imrn^tbe«n>«t tndtg^ 
beipiess; andrabjeet? oor;intttttttl'dependande<oneikcb other 
is, thence, one of ti«e ftrst thhigs we should' l^n6w>. and 
be icdnvin^c^* of f aiM^ donseqnefitfyy we ought* to aid %nd 
r^Uevie on«ailotl»r, and'p^otndte the htippiiiesso^-et^eTy in« 
dividttaV^a<£|r fts la^oonsistant Mn«h4fetiH drfd^^e di^tatei 
of right reason.^ Gafnaive Aippdse> Ibatiht Stipr^e&e Being 
bestowed open as4 he wvuiderfiitibictth'y 'Of ex pressing and 
eoiAiB]Uicatipgt^Jo^er^:o!irid6as|D()^soondsy.fc^ no t>w'{^^ 
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U it reasonable te Uiiok 4bai tn«fr/<tni|^ toJiveiir sbfi tiide 
and expect bapfMoets. only frem binteirf iiLOtbex parts at 
the creatioii^ thewiadomxn Provyeace hai dfinetMitbiogin 
vain. Tbe use of words was aot gtven us to converse wilh 
brutes, for they oetiher uoderstand nor relurrt them. _ li it 
tbereffire evident, Ibey were.dOiiffned foe tbe matiial inter- 
VUHirse-oftbebiHDanspecies.^ B&Mea, tbesaoie passions are 
coounon to aU men ^ love and batredy hope and fear, p\t>t^ 
sure and pain, are tJbe same in every individual, wb«acts 
conforaial^Ie to his na^ixe. : This likeness inourdedrea4iiaat 
necessarily attract lis and create la ns siicb an esteein for 
each other, thai nothing but unnatural dtsposii tons, :or the 
gfeatest corruption can dissolve* L«t> us soppose a man 
banished into the remote&t wilderness^ without tbe com'- 
merce, thecompanv, or the friendship of his feilowwbeings, 
how dismal must, his- condition be ! be aiay^ perhaps, find 
means to continue hh existence by taking siich animals es 
the desert affords,. and by gathering sucbi'ruiis and vegeta- 
bles as the earth spontanettua^y yi^kiss: but bis life most bea 
continual scene of horror and despair; no friend tc^ con- 
verse with; no mortal to defend him from the ravenous 
j«iws ai the savage inhabitants of the foreH y no pbyiiciaa 
to administer, the salutary productions of nature, when pain' 
and sickness m'ake their approach.. In short, he would be 
so far trom arriving ^tbapp|ne;ss^ that be would scarce de- 
sire to support his extstenc^, ^tid even court tbe king of 
terrors to terminate at once his sorrows with hr& life. 

Since choice, as weH as necessity and eonveniency^ should 
induce all men to unite attdform societies; it is the indispeh- 
fable doty of eeeryjAdividual lobeceme'aavseful mcivber^ 
and contribute ail in his power to promiOte the happiness of 
the whole. In order to this^ before we embark in any ac- 
fi^ajt we shoaid reflect en the ^pnte^iuiences whicbmaat najF 
4ur$ii|y 4ow from it by imagining it toiiaTe been already 
done by another ^ aad we shall immediately be able to jodge 
of che modes of pieasere or pain it will give 16 othcss^ no» 
the manner of its affecting oorsehres. Ton reasenabie beings 
nothing Mngs patn butyicej er pleatore but visiae*,> This 
precaution most tend ISo.promote beaevoknce^ friendships 
and honesty among mankiadf whefieas the not obae? ving it;; 
subjects ns to ihe.tyiaai&y oft>HFpa«nons> to gratify, which^ 
men fre^iMintly bacene faithles9|effiie&»diskttDefit^end Iraa. 
iorous. WeaceGon)vi«4fted<|ihat:]aenroaskltVi6intocit;ties; , 
andj ill order to Kve haj^y^ it is e9iidentc,t4^y masibeiiiiT 
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Ittoiis, since notbing else in our fM>W€r can mutoally secore 
us; httttan beings are so circumstanced, that tbey should 
. loye« assist, and protect each other. The great end of our 
being is happiness; it cannot be supposed, that the omnf- . 
potent Antbofft^oatare rnlen4ed any being should inevi- 
tably be miserable. Human happiness is always propor- 
. tional to the perception we have of ideas^^or things ; that is, 
file same object may give a hsji^her degree of happmessto 
, one person than to anotber;. but nodegnseof human hap* 
IMoefts csm snbsifri without society : men, (nerefore, enter In* 
to jiocieiies for thef mutual happiness of each other; and that 
. every individual shouki enjoy the advantages resulting frolm 
suoh as uniony by regulating all human actions by some 
stAndard or law. In childhood the taws of action naturally 
. fow Oom the. modcft of pleasure and pain, which sensibfe 
•bjects kapiess on their tendet organs. Those of men fbn- 
da mentally arise from the former, but with this dtfi^rence, 
• that the reasoning faculty, now g^wn strong by experi* 
. ence, determines these things to be good or evil, in the same 
manner^ in which we before affirmed tkis» or thM, to be 
.pleasure or pain. Hence it is evident,, that the spring 6f 
' action is the same both in the mind and in the body; for 
tbat which. is evii'^ the mind» is by the same role painful 
tQ tbe body> and that which is truly pleasmg f^ the body^ 
is also good to the min4« It is therefore evident, that the 
ideas of good and evil are naturally'evident to the ro'ind, by 
the assistance of reason. The very laws of property may 
lie examined by these first principles of pleasure and ^ijp*. 
- WBile we are infants, we are subject to the law of oiic 
senses;, when we are men> to that of our reason. And^ 
therefore, unless we abandon reason, the characteristic of 
our nature, vse most regulate our actions by her precepts. 

Though^ a man has a ^e^dom of ^H1, he irifot, on thart 
account^ ta wiess, and at liberty to commit what outrages dr 
violence bis vicioas appetites suggest* 't'he will,as weH^as 
.the appetitey are the servantiof reason, and shoufd be go- 
verneo by keir, as she. is by her own laws t we may, there* 
ibre, rationally conclnde, that men should livle in perpetual 
obedience to some bw » and^as the iawof reason is (he most 
* suitable to human nature;, it is consequently ^e-most eligi- 
ble» The immutable wditcf the Supreme Being is a kind of 
la w wiHch he hal i mposed Upon himself,^ those immed se orbs, 
wkicb regularly moi^c through rbe sy^tcm^^of the univecs^, 
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Jbave motion 8f)ci f^ravi4«lion> aitfactren andTefvkioti^ «*<« 

.«igo«<i. fer tbeir 1» wr: and man.has reasosi. And it is xea- 
S4Mifibj^ 4o ihink, lliat >iiesame cooAdnyj rans thfoogb all 
lihe beings ia mature. 

From v^h'H -bas been saM, it ericku(}}r.af»pear&4 Ihat socie- 

:4ies ar« nolonl)^ theaottfeeofhappinesft^ buti&Uoabsohitely 
r.ecessary ; and that they €«Bitoi sabsistwithoui some law, 
JL^JoK,6hould man, not withstanding the load d«i»ftit^»^f ^^^^ 

.passionn^think himseilensbKved'ioTiiviAg aR<iertliedofi^mioo 

. ef>eason» since the gneatCrealor ii&nselt^regiaUles bttceH* 
4uci by a taw^ wjikh« fcom the nnchangeabienets ot hie na- 
iure^ has sobsisied from, and will contimie to all eter^ttj. 

' Why then should net weatrictly conhrva ourselves^ Un the 
pr inci|>les of reaton } fffklea^ure bedesirabi'e, as most MiTely 
it is, we can only bopeio obtain it by A>ilomng hm dktates. 
Tbose pleasures we enjoy, contrary to her precepts, always 

^leave a sting behind ihsm, infinitely superior to tbe joys we 
find is^ theix possesion. Wa should^ tberefore, always let 
i^f^so» direoi oor actions, and jemenrber the golden ruleof 

.doing io others what we ourselves, id their ciFCuaoistajJces, 
fihouid desire from ano tben ThiR k alone t^afHcient to con- 
d^cX a man isinoceatly and safely through the journey of 
life^ till death drawA:tbe veU» which separates this from the: 
world af apiriis« 1 ain« sir, yean atiectJonatelj. 

- LETTiER cx^yni.. .^ 

.^ From tbe^ satqe^ oa pcide. : 

!Dear Sir^ 

THE great inequality t]iat we often perceive in tbe}M«- 
d actions o f the n)i ud of i]te aamo man, is not i n the least 
to be wondered at ; for, as 'man's body is ooaipos«rd of the 
elemeiitsy^o tt varies witbtbe weatber^and cbaogasroftener 
.thah the moon : fo the i ^otal^ though in itsslf imfl3«lable«- 
yet itif conAecued wiih,vati4^)^'i>^^^^^^^^^"^'^^^^^g^ 
those corporeal organs, whicWaroai wa^isobangibgiy imist of 
.necessity J have its powers of acting OMire or. less'impedad y, 
must rise and.faU liiftO Jkbe ^meiscary in Iherg}ft8s..acoordiitg 
to their decree of cJearaefts^ Henbe ithe aii nd is one hour< 
pure as ethereal air, the next, foul as (he t^Hokest ibg^ 
For pride, that' busy: silly. •• . 

, Spoils ail tW we perform. Wa^ti, 

Slnc^ the powers pf the mind do thp depei»iiopn« ihe 
jorgans of the body» which irary liko the wind^ w4tere>i«&^ 
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cftrteiiM^ of human ^k? ,w{)«r^Uie boMt«r oillidisahites- 

'«,9« ?< li^is-fick.4epes& qF the niortal fmiac^ ibi4 ifwtajbiHtf <if 
.:t^^la4D.v^^^In> should l^ftcb Uft- Jiumiftt/, and abase oilr 
pride^ T^b^r^ is snrelj no pas^^ioR what$oever bo untarersal 
ii> (h^ human .specieaa» priae^ y^t noneso unr^asonabie; it 
18^ indeed, the very foundaUon o( foUj/i ^ and he that has the 
i;reatest ihare of i4i muj^t ol* Gon^equfinco hare the leaet 

l£^^e lQpl( thfougb the wb^Ie race of ntan/we^hallsinf 
Ih^fQ all c6ii>p]athi.i^g\Qf SQ^e want or oibtsnibot ^nrheiis 
.^hali.W^fuid one wh()'bas sensie efaough t^compiattvef the 
Ayant of reason ? we ^11 ^ooi^ain of the waattOf'SoHije thing 
.ivjbii[;h we do noi really need, yd the only thing which we 
do.lrMiy want« w^ all think W(e have ii»t only enough oi^ 
^j>ut tci4pare I for who U there that is noi satidteidt with hi» 
own «h^re^ ^f s^nse, or does not thtnh. himself able to dif eet 
aikiit^} our pcide of reason is indeed so great> th«t weare 
X9^T/^ ambiiicivis of being, esteemed wise than good ; yet 
'yvjs^i can. mere plitinly ^oiG.^Mt &>\iy/h foi; who was ever 
^.Qh^e both wtcfced; ami Wisei wisdom < and wickednesa 
jQanh^nom64« uniti^dthau.lftttjh and falsehood^ when4>XM» 
.eiii^Sytl^e other must retire. 

Of all human excellences^ reason* is undoubtedly the 
'greatest; but. there are some whonv nature has indeed fa« 
vpitred with superior powers^ wbp are too apt to look down 
4/Kii^a6<»£t<o£cpntempton their ieilow-creariires of tnferioif 
parts; yet, if they would but impartially look into«nd caah 
^aider th^l»sel|ie% they would surely confess they can hare 
nothing. in uatufe to boafit uf > as really their own'; they 
that have most wisdom, will ever b^e most humble^ they 
wiU ackiibwledge, thai whaUtoevef qualifications tbey tiay 
))e.bles^ed witb^the honour of them is only due to> their 
Creator £ lifmy walch goes welt, nhall it hoasd itself} ^ kh 
/bhetmaker to be praised? how- much mstfe the Creator, 
I^h6 tiot only put thi^ humaui maxrhinery; together, \M 
made.aH the materialaAiio! he that srrc^gatss. to hkotelJC 
lionouc on account of any exeelience whatiQevei^utl thi^f, 
^ Md robtthia Creator. The rayal Psalmict, when^he l»^Med 
•ad praised the Lord fb« hris people's offeriag «0- wiliingly 
towards erecting the temple, most truly says^ ^ But wh* 
aihlf and what iamy peopb, that* we should b«abl«t^ 
tiffier aa wiilingly after: this -sortl ibr things come pf theis^ 
and lof thine own (h^e we given theiev'^-^haie' it indcle4 
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MOtfaiBg ibat mankind ^« ^ prtfne (o be pread of> in tbeit 
rcnion; mn bok apon that as our own intrinsic jewieU not 
liable to be lost, like Wealth, or fortune^s other eKteftial 
^tvoan^ babfbced to oufselte», and permanent a« our ex- 
istence; yet how often do we see Ihis boasted excellence 
totally perish by the most Irivfal nocans^ a tile falling shaM 
diaordersome slender TCMel of (he brain^ when, like aflame 
extingaished, it vanishes, never to be rekindled. How 
•flfteny like the shrivelled branches 6{^ free, whose vesseh 
jBteti^ obttrvcted wither for want of liieir nutritive sap, is 
this vaunted jewel lost by a paralytic Mow? nay; fndeed, 
^ow eflen has the vain pride of reasob> and the ael^ 
assumed hrinoar of tt^ degraded humin nature to a brutd, 
and procured the just punishment of Nebuchadneassar? 
pride is the parent of evil, and of aB the passions h the most 
odious to our Creator and most hurtful 10 ourselves; it 
makes us rob him of his due praise, ant} ou reives- of all con- 
tent ; for ^prottd man wtli evei meet With Mme poor Mor- 
decai. Pnde makes- men look at their own merits thre' 
a magnifying optic, at others thretpghe contracting glass; 
and tlioagh it blinds us to our owfi ibtliei;, yet it makes ul 
pry out the frailties of others with eagles' eyes; and, ac- 
cording to the word of perfect wisdofa; ft makes" us ^see 
.the mote in another's eye, but not Ihebeatn in our own/ 
-^Fride and reason can never accord^;" th^y are in nature 
opposite, and a&conlrary as love and hatred^ and^at tncooi'' 
patible as itghtand darkness. ...... j 

. There is, however^ a just, nec«S!%ary, and weiUfdunded 
ambition, which we should ever carefully distinguish from 
-prideir • 

To delight in, and take every opportunity of exerting 
iJl the powers we are possessed of towards honouring our 
Creator, and serving our felloar-creatares, is not only rea> 
^a^able, bet the highest and noblest useto Which horaaa 
jieltson. can be applied; it is indeed the very end for v^ick 
*jt waa^givea.. When we see a man exerting his power to 
these purposes, nothing can be more unjust tohkn, or mora 
4etrim!entai jte aocwty, than to attribute them tohi^ pride» 
We are toofipt to judge of others by ourselves; when we 
aee another possess <such qualifications as would m^eus 
fwoud, we,^ without lurther.evidencef'cenclude htm to be 
/o; SQperier>excel!ettcfe always attiacta ehvious eyesy.aUd 
iwhat vlrtsfQiniiUViat envy construe imtb vica?. that.ambW . 

tioQ can never be justly blamed^ that produces^ or endea- 
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vours to produce^ pM'tc food; bat«ome are so envious, 
Ihat they cannot see any shining talent in another without 
BOarling at it, like dogs barking at the moon. 

To curb our pride, and check our unjust censures, we 
should all look into, and study that living and most instruc- 
tive book, oar own hearts; for nothing will so efTectually 
suppress oar pride, or correct our censures, as to know our- 
selves. Hq that most deafly pefceives hisi»wn imperfec- 
4ioas, will be the last to seek out and condenan those^f 
others ; he will be, like those who brought the woman ta- 
ken in adultery, self-convicted, and steal away in silence. 
Man's only true way to wisdom is to know himself. He 
that would be esteemed truly wise, mdst fir^^t find oat and 
amend his own faults ; for, what regard will be paid to the 
lips of him, who contradicts them by his life? who will 
mind the praises of freedom from the mouth of one who 
chooses to be himself a slave ? or j who will be directed in his 
way by 6ne Ihat cannot see his own } it is certain, that he- 
aide the various external tmpulatons of the elements, which 
sqan can no ways avoid, he has within himself so many ftlse 
friends, .so many flattering courtiers called passions, who 
paint in his mind such pleasing delusive images, and draw 
fuch an artful shadeover his reason, that render's it vervdtf« . 
iicult for him to seehim^lf in an impartial Mght; yet, now- 
ever diffieuU it is, it m.iy be dohef this mist of the mind 
may be cleared up ; these false friends may be unmasked, and 
theae mental flatterersdetected and condemned.by resolute- 
ly exerting our reason, and trying them at her uribiassedbar. 
The best of mankind will, by a thorough and impartial in- 
spection into themselves, by carefully viewing*the mirror of 
^eir minds, find failings sufficient to abate their pride. 

Self-knowledge is ofall attainments whatsoever tbemost 
lueful i0 ourselves^ abd most beneficial to 'others; it not 
only leaefaes ua to think humbly of oufseivea, and toamend 
our faults^ but, like heaven, to pity and forgive the fraihliefs 
of others ; i t teaches us, whatsoever 4egtt^ of reaton w^ 
may be blessed with, not to be puffed up with pride, but 
to consider it^as a talent intrusted to us, of which we mtut 
render a just account ; not to assume the least honour of it 
to ourselves, but to act as becomes reasohablecretftures, and 
to give all the glory to him from whom we received th^ 
poWtr. . ' V - . . '• ^ "• •...■•'• 

I am» or^-y#«'r siucerefriend.' ^ 
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XETTER CXXm. 

From' tli« same,' on the utility of studying t}ie sciences. 

My dear Friend » 

THAT wobder i$ the efTcct of ignorance, baa qftenbeen 
observed. The awful stillness of attention,, with which 
the mind i a overspread at the first .view of a^ <«Qexpecte4 
efiect| or an Dncominoa performance^ ceasos^ wbeti we have 
leUure to disentangle conipiications, and .inve^gftte 
causes. Wonder is a pause of reason, a si^dden cessaiion 
of the mental progress, which lasts only while the under- 
standing is fixed upon son^e single id«av an4 is at an end 
when it recovers force enough to divide the object into itt 
parts, or mark the intermediate gradations from tke firsl* 
'motive to the last consequence.. 

It ma/ be semarked with equal truti), that ignojtaDce ir 
often the efiec^ of wonder^ It it conraion for those wba 
have never acciistdmed themselves h9>ih^ labour of inquiry, 
^jdor invigorated tiieir confidence by smy conquests of diflBcuU 
i^^ to sle^y^ in th« gloom v cpiiesccnce of a«tt)nishi]cient,.witb- 
outanyefibrtto an imatelangupr^ or dispel obscuniy. What 
they cannot immediately cooci^ivei) they consider as too higji' 
to be reached, or too extensive to be comprehended ; they 
.therefore content themselves Wftb %he gaze^of ignorance^ 
and, forbearing to attempt what they have no liop^es of per* 
.forming, resign the pleasures of rational cont^tropl-alioUi to 
.findi,ipotre pertinacious study* or miore active ia^CfiUteift. 

Many of the productions of mechaoic art, are ofafbrm 
so different ^m that oC their first materialsy and consist of 
l^arts s^ numerous and sp nicely adapted to each otheri- 
that it IS. not poasiMe to consider them without ftma^ment 
But; when we enter the ahop^ of attiftcers, observe the vari- 
ous . tools by which every operation is f^iUtated^ ^d trace* 
the progress of am^nufiiciure tliirauglrthe4iffer«ftthat)(lt 
that^ in^s^cc^saion to each other, <^o«iiribute to Us perEeo 
.tipOy wo soo»disQ»vef that eveiry single loan-hasan easy 
cask, and thai the extremes, however reraoie, of imtural 
rjDdeneps and artificial eTeganqe,^ aro joined by a regular 
concateiiai)i9>o of ejects, of whicl^ ovesy oae is introduced 
jby that which* pcecedes it, and oqualiy introdus^es that 

The same is the state oJPinteH^cruai and manual perform- . 
astOK A loag catei^ktioxv^^or a complex dii^ram,. a ffrigkls 
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(he timorous and unexperienced from asefcond view* bat» 
if* we have Rkill ^afficient to analyze them mto uimple prin- 
cipie$» it' will generail/ be discovered that our fear was 
groundless. Divide and conquer, is a principle justequi^Tly 
iQ science, as in policy. Complication is a species of con- 
federacy, which, 'while it continues oitited, bids defianpe 
to the roost active and vigorous intellect; but of which ^ 
every member is separately weak» and which tnay there-! 
fore be -quickly siibdoed, if it can once be broken. /* 

The chief art of learning, as Locke has observed. Is to* 
attempt but Htt4e at a time. The farthest excursions of tfie 
mind arc made by slrort flights frequently repeated; the' 
most lofty fabrics of science are fi»unded by the conttnaed 
accumutation of single propositions. 

It often happens, whatever be the cause^ that this impa- 
tience of labour, ordread of miscarriage, seizes those who 
jire most distinguished for quickness of apprehensioii ; and 
that they who might with great reason promise themselves 
victory, are least wilting to hazard the encounter. This 
I diffidence, where the attent ion is notlaid asleep by laziness or 
dissipated by pleasures, can rise only from confused and ge- . 
sierat views, such as negligence snatches in haste, or from 
the disappointment of the first hopes formed by arrogance 
without reflection. To expect that the intricacies of science 
will be pierced by a careless glance, or the eminencies of' 
fame ascended without labour, is to expect a peculiarprivi- 
Jege, a power denied to the rest of mankind ; but to suppose 
that the maze is inscrutable to diligence, or the heights in- 
accessible to perseverance, is to submit tamely to the tyranny 
of fancy, and enchain the mind in voluntary shackles. 

it is the proper ambition of the heroes in literature, to 
enlarge the boundaries of knowledge, by discovering axid 
conquering new regions of the intellectual world. To the 
success of such undertakingj*, perhaps, some degree of for- 
luitoushappiness is necessary, which no roan can promise of 
procure to himself; knd, therefore, doubt and irresolutiqn 
may. be forgiven in' him that ventures into (he tmtfodden 
abysses of troth, aild aitempis to find his v^ay through the 
fluctuations of uncertainty, and the conflicts of contradic- 
tion. But when nothing more is required, than to pdfsue at 
path already i)eat en, and to trample t>n obstacles which 
others have demolished; why sh^ld any tnah so much sus- 
pect his own intellects, *a^ 'td Imagine 'himseffatiequal t» 
jlhc attempt? •- "' * I 
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It were to be wished, that those whoclevote their livef 
CO study, would at QBce believe nothing as too great for their 
altainment, and consider aothing as loo little for their re« 
gard ; that they would extend th«ir notice alike to science 
and toltfe, and unite some knowledge of the present world 
to their acqoaintailce with past ages, aiid remote events. 

Nothing has so much exposed men of learning to con** 
tempt and ridicuie^as their ignorance of things which are 
known to all but themselves^ and tbeir !n«ybiltty to conduct 
coiiUPon negociationSj and extricate their affairs from tri- 
vial perplexities. Those who have been taught tirjCMsn* 
sider the institution of the schcQls. as givitig the last per- 
fection of human. abilities^ are surprised to see men wrin* 
kled with study, yet wanting to be instructed in the minute 
circumstances of propriety, or the necessary forms of 
daily transactions; and q\)ickly shake. off thetir reverence 
for moiies of educatioDj which they find to produce no 
ability above the reslofmai^kind^ ., 

Books, says Bacon, ^n never feach the use of books. 
The student must learn, by commerce with mankind^ io^ 
reduce his speculations to practice, and accotnmbdaAe his 
knowledge to the purposes of life. 

Itist<Hi common j'or those whohavet>een bred to scholas- 
tic professions, and passed, much ol' tbeir time in. acade* * 
mies, where nothing hut learning confers htmoufs, todis. 
regard every qualification, and to imagine that they shall 
find mankind ready to pay homage totheir knowledge, and 
to crowd about .them lor instruction. They, therefore, 
step out from their cells into the open world, with all the 
confidence of authority and dignity of importance^ they 
look round about them at once with airogance and scorn 
on a race of beings to whom tliey ureequaliy unknown^and 
equally contemptible, but whose manners they mm^t imi- 
tate, and^vith whose opinions, they must comply, if they 
xlesire to pass their time happily among them. 

To .lessen that disdajn with which scholars are inclined 
to look on the common business of the world, and the UQ- ' 
willingness with which they con.descend to learn what is 
not to be found in any system of philosophy^ it may be ne» 
cessary to consider^ that though admiration is excited by 
abstruse researches and remule^dlscoveries, we cannot hope 
to give pleasure, ,or to coocihat($ affection, but by softer 
aeeompusbinentsy and by qaalilies more easily* oomm.^nicvi* 
ble tbihoci: about as* He that can only converse uppn quei- 
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^lons, about which only a small part of mankind lutfjmdvr* 
ledge su^cient tp be cuiiauit« must pass bisdaytin unsooial ■ 
«tknce»an(l live inthecrowd of lite without i^compajuon. * 
.2le that can odIj be useful on g^eat occationv may die 
w^boMtexerttDg his abUijtie^, ^nd stand a helple«8 specta- 
tor of a tliousand vexations which fret away the happiness . ' 
of being, and. which nothing 13 reaair^ ta remove but a > 
little dexterity of conduct, ai;id readings of expedients. 

. No degree of knowled^e^ attainable by mao» ts able to . 
fiet him. above the want ot hpurlj assistance^ or Xq extio^ . 
gtnsh the nature.of fond endearments* isnd tenderofiiei^us* ' 
ness ; ancf, therefore, no 4>n>e. should think it uaqecessary to ' 
learn thbs^ arts^by which friendship m.ay be gained^ Kind* 
ness is pres,erTed by a constant reciprocation of benefits, or 
interchange of pleasures.; but such benefits only can be 
biestowed, as others axe capable to conceive, and sudi plea- 
sures only imparted;, as others are qualified to enjoy. 

. By tiiis descent jfrom the pinnactes of art no hpnodr will, 
be lost; for theconde^ensiQ^pf learning i^re al^^ay^oyer* < 
paid by gratitude. Anelevate^ geniuv^fnplpyedjn^ Httle .• 
Hhings/ appears, to use the simijeof Longiuuf^ likeihe inn«^ 
4n his evening declination ; he4-emit« his iplendour, but/e- ' 
4a)ns his roagnitudei and pleases more, though be,dazales ^ 
iJejSs. I am, sir, yours affectionflely* 

LETTER CXXX. 

|l^rom the same^.'p^ ihe necessity of being virtuous. in our 
.. , jouth. ,. 
Dpar 5ir, ^ ; 

MAN is the only creafure in the world, whose bapniness . 
is imperfect, and who, at the same time, is sensible that 
it IS to ; woo has something in him that disdains tjie imper- 
Jection of his owq being, ,and languishes ailer a condition . 
more perfect, Were-hecomposea only, like of^er animals,, 
of flesh and blood, he would iind no nBi,oxe laults with his . 
being, than they do with iheirs^ matter alone being incap^- , 
ble oTretlections ;. these are, sir, the secre^trepinings of the 
soul, by which she evidenily discovers her existence. And, 
* siQce it is natural for 9I) beingsio seek and thirst after hap- 
piness, it is necessary to know where that seat is fixed, tt 
oerng the want of ihat kn^wled^e that makes us waste so 
much time in vain.pursuUs .^' >^ v^j.-'^Htab^ I'^-nnts, in 
endeavouring toconfine ii.-ppt -* * h ^. c^i »t« 
j>ri^son ^>o weak to hold ti : :.)•. ' *« .- :oxtluctit 
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thither ^e t«o fi^e^le long (& guard and retain it ; h h 
conttantly endeavouring to make its escape, and what is 
w6rM^ it Here/ foit^ tn accompK^hingfts aiqi. Besides, if 
it ha» «o other exi<rtcnce^ Uian the body, it must be Tery 
trantitory^ and p6rNih with fi4 in -a contemptible portion of 
time. A man of thai opinion' ifiu«t be sure to keep l^is 
thoughts always steaditjr eonftned within the conipass of 
this life and Virorld ; A>r, rf they happen to wander beyond 
these Mmtt», 4hey will enter into dark and uncomfortable 
reg«otis,affdrding nothing, butfylaf^ ant! dismal }9rospdbts,as 
toe tnanygayunthinkiog persons find by sad e^t>^rience.' 
Ntiw^wtttej^he tfHie "science of happin^RS, will give u^ 
jciSt^ taotloiM k>f it, and teach us that th^ itue seat of hap- 
pineM is iti tbe soul, whidr is of a capacity ^arge enough to 
contMn ity and of d ^duration lasting enongh id preserve it 
to eternity; there if may rise to immeasurable heights 
without restraint ; it can never overburden" or overpower 
the «bal. It is the poorl^eble body only; that is not able 
to support k, and that is too weak io bear the rapid and 
vtolertt ittotions of the soul, when his lilFcrd alid agitated 
with an excessive joj^; - The* heart is capable -cif beartngf 
bat a' small insignificant measure 6f jay ; it n>av be easily 
destroyed by its trresistible efforts. -Th^ heart is equally 
incapable of supporting imnroderate joy, or immoderate 
griet; the one proves df^tri^iive. by too great a dilation^ 
and the other by too great a depression. Whichsoever of 
them liappetis in an immoderate degree, ihe frail vessel is 
broken, and life gushes, in si'tor^nt, through the wouiuji. 
It is a preposterous resolution of some people to defer )>e-. 
ihg vircdou?; till they gr^w bid, imagining ih^t wrisdomis fhe 
. natiifal consequence of old age J as if that which Is the 
greatest imperfectioti of human nature, were most ptoper 
to confer on us tfie highest perfection of it,. Long ebser* 
nation, indeed; is j)r«jductive of experience; but experi- 
ence 4^'very different frt)m wiiidom. tliough it is the utmost 
advantage eld kge can firetend to bestow upon us. Noctr 
it mus^ be cons!<tered, iJiat virtue isa K^bitof mind, which 
snust \>e acquired by industry and appfrcation, to be forci- 
bly introduced into the sotrT, In opposition to vice ; and 
after it has gotten a long and undisturbed po<;se<:sion o( it, 
must be attended with great drificulty, and rt^quires a per- 
severing resolution. It isnbtto be effected in a small in- 
lerval of time ; th»* *»' Caches must he regular and gradual 
to dislodge so pot. ^ -ncmj. Jtfs a ta^kthal re^|iiifes 
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Ihe vigoar of youthi and more time than old age has tm 
bestow. 

The chief end of a virtuous life is to give us as near a re- 
semblance as is possible to the divin^nature, to make us pure 
as he is pure; that is, to raise us to the utmost degree <»f 
purity our frail nature is capable of. Now, the deferring 
this work till we grow old, iji resolving to be as unlike God 
as possible ; it is a confident, bui very ridiculous assurance, 
that old age will help our deformity, and give us a very good 
resemblance of htni, and in an instant confer upon us purity 
like his, after we have wilfully passed overour whole life in 
contracting pollution. But can we think that, when the 
purest and sprightiiest part of life has been prostituted to 
vice, the dregs are an otfering fit for our 'Maker ? and can 
we think, that he will accept of such a sacrifice ? 

It is then our highest.wjsdom to tread the paths of virtue 
in the morning of our days, that the evening may terminate 
with a smiling serenity; and when the struggles of reluc- 
tant nature are over, the soul may securely wing its way 
to the settled regions of unmolested security. 

1 am, sir, your dear friend. 

LETTER CXXXI^ 

On marriage, firom a lady in town to her friend in the 
country. 
Dear Madam, 

MARRIAGE isdespised by some, and by others toorauch 
coveted. The first sin against the law of nature,and di* 
vine ordination ; the last (too often) against their own peace 
and hap|)inesf. For those that are in extraordinary baste 
for a settlement, do coromonty extend their expectattoas be- 
yond what they have possessed in a single life,and manylimef 
the imaginary heaven proves a hell. Though your changing 
your condition liad an extraordinary proapect, yet 1 hear 
my last letter, which was to wisb you joy, found you in sor- 
row : but I know you are too well principled not to jremem- 
ber the time will come '* when the wicked sfaati cease front 
^troubling, and the weary w»ll i>e at rest." For if your hus- 
band continues so industrioua to torment you> as the world 
represents him, I believe you -can expect but little rest till 
that time is come; unless k is by the inward peace of a 
£ood coufidence^ which none can .take from you* TdU is 

G 
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aconsolation which clamoraus wJves.aUya)^sJ9se« aBd.wbich. 
can never be recompensed by any point they gain, howei^er 
apparently to their advantage, Since t,h^,la,w.f«f God and 
nature have given men the suprenxe-authprity in marriage,, 
we ought not first lo accept them.upi^n tho^ei terras, and 
thca mutiny upun ajl occa^sions. Tor t.bpu^h some men are. 
so kind as to make our yoke li^ht unto us 4. yet we take 
them" for belter for wor^e ;" and experience shows us, that 
the odd? are on the worse side, . All this we sho,uId consider 
belbr^ we eng^age ourselves in tbo.^e strictties, which joblige, 
us to deny (^f owi> iot^linations^.an^qogipjy, with. those of 
our husbands. ladeed human pojicy oyghi to,teacK us thijv, 
lesson ; for if .ve maie a majn's ho;p,e.le^s agreeable lo hia\ 
than any ot^er place, we furnish. him with a good eycuse 
for going abroad, which can lieve^r^be tQ.our mutual advan-. 
tage. Thpse men. whpm. bi^iiness.dpes not pall out, to get 
mopey, are generally on the spend ^a^d.he that is drivta. 
from home by a wifie's ill bui^jour, is always more extrdva<^. 
gant abroad, and even thi,n,k^ he hafrS a. better pretence, to 
be so, while he sacrifices his body and soul, a»s well as his, 
estate, tQ his revenge, . . 

Some women, indeed, will divert themselves, and not 
seem to mind it; andinsiea4^f ®Adeavouring to winiheir 
husbands by complaisance, turn as extravapjant as they; or 
as the old proverb say«, ** they lighi the candle at both 
ends,*' though they know it must at last burn their own 
efmgers. However, they seldom fail of sutfering by Ibeir 
rashness; amdthefurtheribey runouti the sotuier they. find 
a check upon their; expenses ; Resides, if tlieyisbotiUl pre- 
serve their honesty, yet they undergo tlie certain .lo^ of 
their reputattoiv, which is infinitely more valuable taiheia 
than anything else in the world; and although by such a 
conduct, they may think to reclaim the men, yet " they 
ought not to dp evil that good may come." ^ ' 

' But 1 most of all wonder at some of our acquaiivtanee 
-who seem to be sober women, andyet recorumend.it, as 
the best wav to deal with a passionate husband, to be.raore 
unreasonable tharfhe; sucharondvicl may silence somemen, 
and might be pardonable, if Godas. w«U<i5 man were to be . 
siJenccd by it. . Bat mir religion telU as " we must not be 
overcome of eNTil, but overcome evil Avith goo.d/^ An evil 
tongue neverappears so odious as In the mou^h of a passionate 
woman, railing against lier husband. We commonly say 
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thai a madman is possessed, and every one that is not in a 
rage himself^ will allow passion to be a temporary madness, 
which makes men act as irrationally as lufiatics, although 
they have not the same excuse to plead : such unhappy pen- 

' sons will ofteir tell you, that passion is a natural infirmity ; a 
violent distemper which they strive against, and therefore 
they ought to be excused ; but let them Yemember that their 
conduct is the moreunjustifiable, as th^eyare sensible of thei»^ 
folfy. If a husband js unkind and cruel, it is a great afflic- 
tion, a|jd the scriptures tell us, all things of thatnature are 
gfievous; but as contrary as they are to flesh and t>lood,.yet 
they arise not from, the dmU and that it is not for iis to 
contend with our Klaker. He that c^a with a word control 
tfie fury of the winds und seas, can with as littfe trouble 
avert any storm that threatens, when lie sees u« fit objects; 
of mercy. For if we attempt to shake off the yoke, or 
think by struggling to make. the chain sit looserupon us, we 
shall soon be convinced ofour error, like birds taken in a net, 
who, by beating their feathers of!^ increase their misery, 
andat the same'time disable themselves from makiiig th'^ir 
escape. Those amqiigst.us that know we have been so oblig- 
ing as never to deserve an ill word from our persecutors,, 
should remember, that still we every day deserve God's, 
chastisements; and that wicked and unreasonable men are 
a sword of his which wounds us the deeper, the more we 
love the jjarid which he employs for our correction. But 
how sharp soever it is, yet wt; should not repine, consider- 
ing it is to humble us, in order to draw us nearer to himself. 
He has sajd, that when we arrive at a proper degree of per- 
f<:ction, we shall be free from all our sufferings ;^but as. 
long as we continue to offend, we shall be punished either 

' in ihis world, or what, is infinitely worse,, in the world 
lo come, 

1 have k few thoughts more to send you on the same sub- 
je.cr, vvhicli I am nut able at pFestiil to t:o.n>municate, be- 
ing in a poor stale of healih, li'ut i am siill^ 

JJear mjidam, your sincere friend. 
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US XETTERS ON" FRIENDSHIP, &c 

LETTER CXScXIt 

From the same. 
Dear Madam, 

IN compliance with your reque^tt, I mentioned a few thin^« 
concerning marriage, and according torn/ promise, now 
sit down to trouble you with the remainder. 

It Is certainly a very silly thing for people to quarrel, wbQ 
must be friends again : unless they choose rather to live 
asunder than submit silently to' many things they cannot 
approve. I will not pretend to deter mtnevvhat provocatioa 
is sufficient to justify such a breach, nor to say that it can-* 
not be justified, since even the best of women have parted 
from their husbands although they seem sincerely tolamenc 
their separation. Nor does their conduct accuse them to 
hare done it lightly, or upon the account of taking their 
pleasure, which would soon he discovered, as in such cir- 
cumstances alj eyes are upon them, and they must live more 
reserved than the rest of the world, or else they would 
quickly be liable lo such a censure as .must vindicate the- 
conduct of their hujibands. 

And Chough in all quarrels betwixt a man and his wife^ 
if it comes to a hot dispute, there are faults in both parties^ 
yet the weaker vessel i<i so little considered,merely for being 
weak, that they are often blamed much more than they de* 
serve ; which censure they can no way prevent so well, as 
by a strict observance of their relative duties, and to have 
a conscience void of offence towards God and the world, 
' Nothing upon earth can be said to afford satisfaction, oniy - 
as our imagination makes itappearso at a distance; and this 
prospect is dressed by farrcy in such various shapes, that 
what would be a delight to one, is real misery to another 5 
and age or possession fik)es sometimes give the same persons 
such different notions, that they grow sick i^t the very things 
tliey languished for before. This is probably the reason, 
why old people are so much for denying young ones those 
innocent diversions they are grown weary of themselves ; 
though perhaps, at the sartie timfe, they may gratify their 
own foible in something equally ridiculous. It ts this con- 
trariety in the mind that makes matrimony so uneasy ; for 
when one sets up a separate Diana to worship, their hearts 
cannot be full of aiiection to one^ another ; and if both are 
bigotted in their own way, it too often ruins not only them« 
selves, but also their innocent children. But you,I^4dtyi), 
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are not in danger of falling into this error, beiftg oftoocom- 
p\y\ng a nature to bring yourself and others into any incon*^ 
venience upon that score; and I rejoice tohearhow unmov- 
ed you are under so great a provocation. I confess that 
a husband's keeping another before one's eyes/i& the craeiest , 
thing be can do; yet even in that case it is most prudent to 
show no frowardness ; far the mistress will be sure to en- 
tertain him wilh mirth and caressing, which wilTraaice the 
wife's frowns seem in<)re intolerable, and such women never 
fail to magnify all domestic accidents. These prostitutes are 
indeed the greatest enemies lo conjugal love ; for them the 
gentlemen put on their best coantenance^:, and with them 
they pass their most pfeasing hours ; the indignation is re- 
served for the wife of his bosom, who must share in nothing 
but the grievances^ till at last they.become partners in their 
wants^ the unavoidable consequences of such courses : some 
few instances we have seen of husbands whaha\'e been re- 
claimed by a-wife'^<^ tenderness, before the intrigue has gone 
^oo far, but none I believe were ever hectored out of it. 
$ome men are so kind to their wives, as to endeavour to 
conceal their falsehood: which if tliey do, it is very indis- 
creet for the ladies to inquire into it, and they are no 
friends who give them the information. He that goes about 
to hide his amour, shows either a sense of shame, or a re- 
gard to his spouse ; and that may in time wean him from 
such company, or at least it is. a sign he does not desire 16 
grieve her, which most men esteem their great preroga- 
tive, and would lose half ibeir satisfaction in their intrijjues, 
were it notfor their pleasure of tormenting the wife. There 
are some husbands, who, to \ise the old proverb, " have 
stretched the bow till it has broke;" for any woman, whose 
heart is divested of every virluoas principle, in such cases 
is to return the compliment, especially when stimulated both 
by pride and revenge. She thinks a gallant's admiration re» 
pays the affront which a husband puts upon her charms, b^ 
giving her place to another, perhaps less handsome thai^ 
herself. This has been thought a plausible excuse by 
many women, and upon their husbands running astray^ have 
diverted their melancholy hours at the expense of their 
honour. But whatever 1 have said of mutual fcselings, I do 
not make any comparison in favour of my own sex, as I 
know the crime is much greater in the wife, arid even de- 
testable^ modesty being the highest ornament of a wonlsn, 
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and the casting it off becomes a sin.hpth against God and 
nature. For my part, if I commit a fault against my sex, 
it being for so m.och rt^signation, they must pardon me; for 
I cannot advise others to more obedience'than I would wish 
lo practise myself; and I enlreat aH those ihat despise me, 
as beiDg so tame a fool, that they would banish all anger 
but of their minds for one year, and then tell me if they have 
not more content in forgiving than returning a reproach. 

I fear I have -already exceeded the bounds of a letter, 
for which I ought to "make an apology, but more wards 
would give you trouble ; therefore 1 wiJI only bejg of you 
to excuse and love 

Your ever sincere, and affectionate friend. 

LETTER CXXXm. 

From a lady to her friend, whose lover had bas^ely left her 
and married another. 
My dear friend, 

OUR expectation of happiness jjv general^ sb,)ll pJaoeH^ 
ih^t it, is no wonder we rueet whh perpetual di^ap- 
poiiiJniffnts. Wlien x>ur choice arises froip passijon, we 
have so blind a guide as will inevitably lead us to destruc- 
tion ; for though love appears then gentlest, yet our aftec- 
tionsare somiKb the right of our Almighty Creator, ^hat as 
often as we fix them imipoderately upon any of the fading 
objects here belovy, we are certainly guilty of sacrilege to 
the Divine Goodness, which fault ii commonly punished by 
the very thing we doat on. This, I doubt not, has been 
your case, and not yours alore ; for soon or late few escape 
.that mischref^ especiaUy amongst our w'eaker sex, whose 
tender nature leaves them most exposed to ii^in ; and 
though they see others shipwrecked before their eyes, will 
yet venture out to sea on irhe same bottom, insensible of 
danger till they perish, and oRen fall unpitied. 
■ Men have a thousand advanxages over us, but in the af- 
fairs of courtship they add cunning to all their other accoro-- 
plishm^ts, and are as zealous to deceive, as if their lives 
would be made happy by thecheat. However they wiU find 
jt a sad mistake, at least if perjury is to be accounted for 5 
allboughyour false traitor, like maay others, may iook on 
ths^t time at a greai distance. But I suppose he thinks 
hioiself excused^ as being more knave than fool, which titl^ 
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i ndeed is so highly Xl^e to him, that, I believe nono will do 
him sach manifest wrong a* to di<?pute it; and I am sure, 
the blacker he appears, the greater reason you have to 
bless that Pcovidence, which permitted him to break the 
conttact, for, without dpubt, he ihat proved so ill a lover 
to the best of mistresses, would have made an intokrable 
husband to the best of wives ; and ill usage would have 
cost you more than his infidelity. I am sensible a heart so 
generous and constant asyours, catinoteijily efface the deep 
impression he has madeiii it; that must be the work of time, 
with God^s assist;^nce, which Ihope w ill never fail you. f 
do assure you, I am deeply touched with every thing. that 
concerns you, nor is it without great regret, that I submit 
to my unhappy circumstances detaining me from being 
the companion of your melancholy hours, which I shou d 
endeavour, with afl my power, lo divert. 

You say it is a -daily aggravation lo your trouble^ to 
ihinkyou suffered yourself to be so easily imposed on j but 
'that, as I told you before, is our common fate, although all 
impostorft are not equally industrious to be wicked ; and 
you ought not to condemn your own judgment, for Want of 
sagacity to discover a cheat, as it would be to arraign the 
conduct of almost all the human race. 

■pardon me, itear mstdam, for troubling you so far. Indeed 
Irnight have told you at first what I must mention now, 
and Whatyou'knovv already, that ht: only can give as com- 
'fort whom we seldom regard but wl:en we are driven to it 
Dy necej^fiiiy, uoloiiion, who had tried all the aiiurirsg 
charms oflove and beauiy, whose quality and riciies gave 
hipti an opportariiey of grf\tlfyiiig every inclination, with- 
out any bounus to his vvishe^:, could call them all '' Vanity 
and Vexation of spirit." it is no wonder then, if every 
one of us discover the sam«2 truth to our own cost. Let us 
therefore resolve, as much as we can, to submit our wills 
to the vvillof our heavenly Father, who ^ees all our i'liops, 
'and has so decreed, 'that our way to everlasti'u; hu^..^ ; ':^si 
JBhould be through the wildernessx)fafflctijn.' 

I am, dear madam, your sincere ffionU. 
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LETTER CXXXIV. 

From a gentleman* on the circuit, to his friend Sn London* 
Dear Sir, 

THE many trials I have been witness to on this joar* 
ney/ has led me to an inquiry concerning the nature 
ot justice. ' 

Justice is a relation oFcongruity, which h really found be* 
tween two things: this relation is always the same, wlial-* 
ever being considers it, whether God, angel, or lastly, man. 

Tndeed, ntendo not always see these relations, and, even 
when they do see them, they are often neglected to follow 
tlieir own* peculiar interest. Justice exalts her voice, but 
she finds it difficult t6 be heard amidst the tumults of the 
l^assions. 

Men often commit injus(iee, because it is their interest, 
and they choose rather to satisfy themselves than others.' 
Their actions always tend to their own emolument : no- 
body is wicked for nothing ; some reason must sway him, 
and that reason is always a reason of interest. 

We ought to love justice, because by that means we re- 
semble the Divine Being of whom we have so lovely an 
idea; because he must inevitiibly be just. And, though 
we were destitute of revelation, wp should still be under 
the government of equity. 

This induces me to believe that justice is eternal, and 
does not depend upon human conventions: and, if it did 
depend upon them, it would be a fatal trufh, which we 
^should conceal even from ourselves. 

We are encompassed with men stronger than ourselves ; 
they may hurt us a thousand dij9erent ways, and generally 
with impunity. What a comfort is it to us to know, that 
there is in the heart of all those men an inward principle, 
that exerts itself in our behalf, and protects us from their 
violence ! 

Were it not for this, we should have reason to live in a 
scene of perpetual horror ; we should be as much terriBed 
at meeting a man as a lion v and we should never, one single 
moment, be secure of our lives, our estates, or our honour. 

When I reflect on these things, my indignation is, in- 
flamed against those persons, who represent God as a being 
that makes a tyrannical use of his power ; who tells us he 
acts afler a manner which we ourselves would not, for 
fear of ofTending htm ; who accuse him of all the imperfec* 
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♦ton* which he punishes in us ; and, in their contradicterjr 
opinions, describe him ^t one lime as an unja&l being, and 
at another, as a being who bates and punishes injustice. 
' When a man examines himself, what a satisfaction is it 
to find he has an upright heart ! this pleasure, severe as i( 
is, must fill him with rapture; he looks upon himself as a 
being so much above those who an; destitute of itj as he 
is abNt>ve the brute creation. 

There is one tiling, com ixion al.the assizes w.hich tro|ibl«a 
lue very much, and that is, the diversions of all sorts carxi^d 
on al such times of solemn ity« To see' a ieUow-creaturegP'^ 
ing to the place ofexecutiou, whilst the people are engaged 
at play, is a practice of so inhunKin a nature, that I scarce 
know b^ what name tocall it. IFever seuousness was to be* 
found amongst mortals, surely such are the times. It ought' 
always to remind us of two things, the eorruplion of human- 
nature, which- renders those executions i>ecessary, andthe^ 
last day, when we shall all appear before the Judge, who 
cannot be deceived. But Idoubt not you- have lt»ng since- 
considered these things, and liiepefore 1 sh«ill conclude: 
with my assurance of bein^ Your real frieiuk 

LETTER CXXXV. 

Vrom a gentiieman in (he country to his friend in Londoner 
on retirement.. 

Dear Sir^ 

YOUknowIwas^ sick ortfie Kurry and confui^ion in 
London, and therefore retired into the country lo en- 
joy a caim tr^nauillity,^ and feast my eyes w^ilh nature 
clothed in the blooming garment of the spring. Here L 
often contemplate (be wonders of the creation undisturbed, 
and think myself happier in solitude, than the gaudy cour- 
tier amidst the splendour, noise, and hurry of the court. 

This issareiy'shabitation; siTenceguards the door againsfc 
the strife of tongues^ and all the ira pertinences of idle cbn- 
vernation. The swarms of temptations that: beset us 
amidst the gaieties of life, are banished fVom these scenes- 
of retirement ; here, without disturbance, I can survey my 
own thoughts, and ponder the secret intentions of my-owiv 
heart. In short, here I can learn the. best of sciencos^ 
that of " knowing myself." 
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The other evening I strayed into the ireld^:, aad pleas- 
wjr myself with the Viwiecy ot' objects that presented ihem- 
selres on every side, night overtook me before I was aware. 
The whole face of the ground was soon overspread with 
shades, only a few of ihe lofty eminences were doiiied 
with streaming silver, and the tops of t4ie waving groves 
and summits of the Bsountains were irradiated with th^ 
smiles of departing day. Theclotids expanding their pur- 
'ple-wrngs; M^erc^ipp^d with a ray of gold, while oXhers 
rep'reseiU'ed achain of lofty mo\ij(itain«, witoxe craggy «nRt7 
Tn.6sbv*efshtfdo<ved4he tales below, and along their, inacces- 
•siftHe side^'the're appeared various pits. and romantic Caves. 
' ' A caFm of^tranqutliity and undisturbed repose spread 
over the whole scene. The gentle gales fanned themselves 
asleep, so that not a singl<i leaf was in motion ; echo ber« 
self slept unmolested^ and the expanded ear coutd only . 
caidi the liquid hipse of a murmuring stream. The beasts 
departed to their grassy couch, and the village sw«in« to 
their ptKows ; even the farthful dbg forgot his post and 
slumbered with his master. 

Ihtrkness was now at its height, and the df^rent objecta 
were only rendered vi^'ible by the faint glimmerings of the 
stars. This solemn scene brought to my remembrance the 
terrors which often invade timorous minds ; this, said I to 
myself^ is the time when the ^lo.sU^are supposed to make 
their appearance, and spiriifs ^iit the solitary dwellings 
of the dtad. But what shouy terrify me, when I knovy 1 « 
am encorapa.ssed by the hand of my Maker,- and that in a 
ihorl lime 1 shall enter a whole world of unbodied beings. 
Nor is it unreasonable to suppose, that numbers of invisi"- 
~ hie beings are at this instant palr^lling the same relreaf, 
and joining with hie in contemplating the works' of the 
Almighty Creator. 

When I reflect on the benefit ofreliremcrtl, lam ready 
.to plead in behalf of those Popish recluses who left the 
wojld, and shut themselA'es up in celU and cloisters. For 
although man is a srcial being:, yet he must at kast find 
tome retirement beneficial to his healthy and conducive to 
his eternal miercst. 

J am^ dear sir, your sincere friend. 
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LETTER CXXXVI. 

Frcm a laJty Mfho had formerly kept a boardirvg-school^ to 
ariot-hdr of the same profession, onfemale eduicatioh. '' 

IVfadam, 

I RECEIVED your .letter, corttainlng the following re- 
quest, V k. What krfe the most proper methods to be iis%d 
in conducting the education of young ladies, so as to avoiijl 
extrava^aiicc on the one hapd, and mesinness on tne other? 
This is a Very important question,, and perhaps above my 
j)6or abilities' to answer. However, as 1 have had manjr 
years exf)erience in female eduqaiion, I shall tell )ou my 
thoughts on the subject with the greatest freedom. 

It is the misfortune of the present age, that almost aU 
ranks of people are so much infaluateclas to strive who shall 
outdo one another in extravagance, and theiJaughter of an 
ordinary traaesipan can scarce be distinguished icom a ladj^ 
ofquality ; if vve inquire into the causes from which thosjp 
effects flow, we shall, find that they are partjy owing ij 
the conduct ^f the mothers', and partly, to those intrusiel 
wiA their educaiidh. * 1 sliall mention a rew things concern^ 
iog both, and leave you to j\jdge of the propriety. 

Mothers should, -on evrfry orcca5i6n, teach their daugh- 
ters thaik U a dUtj^ancvkirbetit onthero ot>t to have a^ptiiiil^. 
views beyond ihat^tati^n in which Proiadence has placed 
them. Thai humble unatVecled modesty in a stat^go^n^ . 
• will b<e preferred by ^very.senwble person before either 
silks or BriisseHsJace. That it ts a greater accomplish me t^t 
for a tradeamanV daughter to wash. a floor than to danc* 
on it; and much n^ofe us^fubto be able to dre^is adjoint ot* 
ipeat, than pi/int out the particular merits of an actress, \}nd 
applaud or condemn a song. But the keepjers of board* 
in^-schools are stUl more culpable than ]>arents. N© 
sooner is. miss placed in one of those semi naric*, than she 
is taught to.considei'.iicrself a young lady, Sud ev<n\ ho- 
flouted with that high a[)jjellatiun. Thus the seeds .of va^ 
nity are sown in tl^t: rirsi ru;iimenLs of Uariling, and conti* 
Uue to operate on herccnuiuct as she advances ni years : 
«* Grow villi her growtl», and stixuigthen T^ith ber strtii^th.'* Pope". 
* tt is alrab<5t impossible fof 'tho>e who .are any way ac- 
quainted Willi huin-dH nature, to imagine that 'he girl v\hii 
IS taught to consider hers'elf as a lady, can ever be a ])rb- 
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per wife for a iradesmani and common sense ieacheth her 
ihat she has no( any thing greater to expecl. 

fiui there is something still worse ; she is not only un5t 
to be the wife of ao honest industrious tradesman, but she 
often occasions his ruin ; she expects to be supported in the 
same extravagant manner as at the boarding-school ; dissi- 
jpation takes the place of pradencei public diversions are 
more attended %o than domestic duties, and the unhappy 
husband* to enjoy peace, is often obliged to leave his busi- 
ness, that his lady may be honoured with his company. The 
fatal effects of such extravagance are soon felt, and the 
woman who formerly considered herself as a lady, finds, by 
Woful experience, that she had assumed an improper name. 
The best, nay the only way to educate their children, con- 
sistent with their own Station in life« is, on all occasions, to 
teach them oot to expect more than their birth entitles theno 
to. It.woold likewise be Tery bentficiskl to the nation, if 
those women who keep boarding-schools, were to instruct 
the girls in useful employments, rather than in such useless 
arts as cannot be of any real benefit to them in the world. 
I am, dear madam, your sincere friend, 

LETTER CXXXVIL 

On sickness, from a lady to her Iriend, lately recevered 

from a dangerous illAe&ti. 
» Madam, 

AFTER so long, so strict a friendship as has been SnTio** 
lably preserved betwixt as, I hope it is not necessary 
for me to assure you how eager'y I wished to spend- the 
summer at your hoase: but wherever I am, ray heart is 
entirely yours; that heaxt which, by a thousand ebligalions^ . 
k tied for ever to you, I know your husband and mother's 
tenderaess would render my care almost unnecessary ; and 
nideed my present desire to see you since your recoverv,. 
is to kaow tTie state of your health from my own observa- 
tion,, rather than from the report* of others, lest they should 
'fitter me in [Jity tom^ trembling expectations. 
* While we continue m ihis world we are subject to a va- 
riety vi evictions, and when God sees fit to Jay us under 
severe afil»cti5as,eitherof body or mind, we are obliged to' 
submit with a becoming resignation : but, alas! incases 
of that nature^ we ar^ out miserable comforters to each. 



LETTERS ON FRIENDSHIP, &<:• 157 

other. Riches, and honours, as tempting as tliey appear 
to (he greatest Totartes when well, yet in sickness, if they 
aro accompanied /with their usual train of visiters^ instead 
of doing us good by gratifying our ambition, they help to 
foment the disorder, without ever producing a cure. A9 
crowned heads are no more exempt from the sword of the 

. destroying angel, than the poorest beggars^ how httle 
OBght we to value grandeur, which can give us no assist- 
ance in our extremities. A down bed is not a better in- 
surer of sleep in such a case, than a heap of siraw ; and a 
king that groans und er the a^ronies of an incurable disease^ 
is soon made sensible that it takes its commission from a 
higher power than his. 

Sickness multiplies all our grievances ; and the weakness 
of the body has such an effect upon the mind, that it sinka 
Doder j^hose troubles that would not move it at another 
time; but our judgment decaying with us, we shall too 
soon find its place occupied by wild chimeras of our own 
fancy, and startle every moment at giants ofour own inveno 
tion f every hasty word affrights, and every whisper gives 
us an alarm ; nay, sometimes we are so unjust as to charge 
our best friends with want of love and respect, when they 
have toiled about us, o> a degree that we cannot mention 
without blushing at our own ingratitu<le; and when the 
want of ability to help ourselves, forces us to become bur- 
densome to others, instead of excusing the trouble, we are 
too apt to increase their uneasiness by continual fretting; 
This is the common method which the sick use to afBict 
andtonfuse the brain.* Moufningover our misery is indeed 
so very natural, that of Our$eiyes we cannot fi>rbear it, 
though we know it leads us to doubt of the goodness of 
that God, whose mercies are daily new unto us. 
Aciisturbed conscience iscertainlythe w^orst circumstance 

. . tl\atx:an befall a sickperson.and I heartily beg of God to keep- 
you, and all others, from fulling into it ; that we may never 
have the least dislrust oi our salvation through Jesus Christ, 
nor presume groundlessty upon his merits, without lament- 
ing and forsaking our sins. But your life hitherto has 
been so strictly pious, that I do not in (he least apprehend 
you want a summons from-me to lookup to him who is the 
author and Bnisher ofyour faith, and to call on him inall yot>r 
distresses^. But it is with the greatest pleasure 1 hear of 
your unfeigned devotion^ even iu the midst of youi^sovere 
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afiHcttoBS/and^batyoa have retai nied your u^ual siacerity 
of mind, under aril your grwvous tort ttTe^,tv4tiiout repinmg 
at «he will of your. heavenly Fathtfr, ^Wlvo h^s fiio ordei^ 
that the road to Canaan should b6 throragh the w^ltlt?l^«ss. 
All this tedate frame of ydurv being considered^ U #)ay 
teetn impertinent in me to trouble'}OB,but I have been In- 
SQHibly led into it from the remvhibrirnteof tttihdppy^eventa 
■to which I was lately vi^itnoss ; I mean some v^ho ir/sfoad of 
<;a^bfoittii)g patientiy to the hand of G«d/^erie^o totftily 
Joist fto aU senseof duty,, as to call Ib^ A^migilfy urijust. I 
hope sooo io have the plea$«ireof liteeihg you, '§hd >atft; 
• Yow sincere frfend. 



LETTER CXXXVIIL 

From a la'dy'to her friend, who had burled her husband. 

. My dear friendi ,. . » . . • 

.TMPUTE noi .roystknce io any wan^ bttt^the excess <}f 

. jkijidness VKbich iBakes ree too much a partneC' in y#ar sor- 
row* foiind words at ail suitable to tke share I bare With you 
in it.. If, tberefofe^ I am. the last in condoling, Tdo most 
/faithiully asisure you, that ii is not iniensibiiity, bat the krgh- 
^st degree of love and tenderness that oocasion^it. The grief 
tJl^at is^east i,s soonest expressed, and perhaps the morenoiae 
tit maiies^ihelesslnischief is sustained by it. Had I been un- 
concerned, my tboughtsand pen might havei>eei>iiiore free, . 
thOugb £-could.not have saidany thing sui&rtent to stem so 
vtolt;nt a tide as your just iaroenl4th>ns. . I might have of* 
feri^d some poor reasons against other woman's afflicting 
themselves so much, which i should be ashamed to mention 
to you, having been a witness how far your husband's love 
and merits excelled the best of men I tsver met with ; and I 
am so senptbleof your reciprocal affection, that 1 know \\i». 
power of God only can support you under such a separation, 
which I bt'Iieve was more terrible than death itself. But, 
my dear. friend, your sorrow is m>t as one without hope. 
Use your utmost tjndcavoars to submit t»» the hand of the 
Almighty, with as much resignalicn in lhi« as you did in 
your own distemper, though that only assaulted your body 
while this pierces your heart. You must remember, that 
it was the same merciful God that ^ave you hiip, who has 
now t^ken him to himself, and in the midst of your affile- 
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iiot!S, btess God for sparing you so Jong fbrihe^ake of your 
children, I hope yOu will consider that thin parUng is tohh 
inetcprecisibieatdvantage, and ban removed him from a tran- 
sitory and imperfect, loan everlasting happiness, whither, 
I doubt not, you arc daily preparing to follow him ; and 
since it has pleased God to tieny you the further assistant* 
of such an example and counsellor, hfe will abundantly re- 
compense that loss, by a greater measure of hi*s grace, to 
carry you through those trials and temptations towhibhyou 
are daily exposed, nn-lew you neglecft to itnpk>re his help, 
by gi^»*tgup yourself to such' melancholy as mustdistoM^- 
pose your faculties, vthile it weakens yoar natural const ftt2<- 
tton. If the saints rn- heaven are arqaalnted with what hap- 
pens in this lower wor!d,« hey must-disapprove bf iuch a con- 
duct as leads them to contend with their greatest benefactor 
und best friend. Shall the thing formed say to its Maker, 
'why hast thou done so ? the time is fast approaching, when 
you, being freed'From all entanglements with the subFunary 
world, must visit those regions where you will again see your 
beloved spou.fe, in a itate never to be interrupted; never tt> 
have an end. The miseries of this world must have an end,' 
and so roust our mourning. ^Thls I have learned even frotb 
heathen sages,that all viofent pains are shtrrt . and but of tran- 
"Kitory duration. But we Christians are obliged toconstder 
fifflictionihaquitedrfferentlrghf, asthechastisement of our 
heavenly Father, wh6sffe benenceneeis hisdarllng attribute. 
If the dissoltrtion of the righteous is to exemptthehiTrbm 
labour, ihoQgh our temporal interest makes us eager to de- 
tain them longer with us, yet the sense of what they enjoy 
in heaven,mu$t be a great means ofabatingour grief : some, 
indeed, hate so little comfort in this v^orld, that they are 
ready to say with Job-of old, " Wherefore is light given to 
him that IS in misery, and Hfe unto the bitter in soul ; . 
which long for death arid it coriieth riot, and d^g for it 
tnore than for hid treasures; which rejoice exceedingly, 
and are glad when they can find the ^rave ?*' 

Your most flattering hopes could not, in the course of 
nature, have been many years longer gratified with his com- 
pany; therefore you must not spend the remainder of yout 
days in mourning, but being fully convinced ot the vanity of 
every thing mortal, let us submit to every alteration as the 
servants of God, Who has graciously promised to lay no 
more upgn ug than we<:an bear. That you may cxptrience 
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that mercy to assist 70U in this trial of your failh- and pa«^ 
iieiice, is tbe »inc«re i^rayer of, Be^ madam^ 

Your ever affectionate friend. 

LETTER CXXXIX. 

From a gentleman to hisfriend, indistreiHed circunntances^ 

who had endeavoured to conceal his poverty. 

Dear Sir, 
1 AM extremely concerned to find y oir have so vll an opini- 1 

on uf meastohidtf yourmi!feA)rtu&«ft, and let imrhear of |{ 
them froin another hami. 1 know not' how to interpret your- - 
conduct, as it makes me fear yoa never esteemed my friend- 
ships if you could imagine that any aUer^Hon in your cir- 
CBmstances should ever be abie to chani^e my luve. J had 
» di£ere»t opinion of our mutual obligations to eacb- 
other, and thou Id have thought it an injury to your generous' 
xialure had I concealed any thing concerning myself from 
vooy though it might have lessened me in your esteem. I 
hoped, till now, you had put the si me confidence in me^ 
who had nothing to recommend me to your favour, but plain 
sincerity of soul; and whose sole design was to promote- 
the happiness of my friend. 

I dare not quarrel with you Mw« lest you should consi« 
der me as taking the advantage of you in your present dis- 
tress, and induce you to break o^a corcespondence as dear 
to me as ever ; and this leads me to say sometiitng of reaf ' 
friendship in general. Real friendship -is not confined to ; 
any station in life; it is common in the meanest cottage^ ' 
and has even sometimes been found in the palace : simpli- 
city of manners, and integrity in all our actions^ naturally | 
lead us to expect sincerity in the conduct of those with I 
whom we are any way connected. The iraperf«;ctions inci- ' 
dent to human nature are so numerous, that w« are solicitous 
of finding some person to \\lv(.m we can unbosom our minds, , 
and lay open the inmost recesses of our beans. A real 
ihend, in ordesto preserve the chawicjter lie has assumed, 
will,' in the first place, endeavour to discharge every duty 
incumbent upon him to all his ilellow.creatupes. But stilf 
there is something wanting , and altlK)ugh w« may be phi- 
lanthropists in general,, yet we hke to place our afiectibns 
on oxie. particular object. . 

Why, my friend, any suspicion of my sincerity ? why did 
you conceal your distress from me ? friendship is of to.o ^ 



creda nature |o be trifled with, and the man who does 
not actconsisl^iit with his prot^ssions, proslitules thai amt* 
able appellation. No mental reservation can b« u»ed in 
irlendsi)ip; for whenever that happens there is some doubt 
of sincerity, which, iot the most parr, endvS either in a total 
iadiiierence> or which is inlinilely worse, an absolute ha- 
ired. ^ I ana sorry to say^ that there are few people who 
eilhef Icnow or value the blessings of friendship : if th^y 
did, (hey would not, upon every frivolous occasion^ find 
fault wiih the conduct of tbeir fellow-crealures. 

Atpresenl^my dear friend, let my purse (h<»wever empty) 
be at your service, but let it never be more open than my 
heart. Conceal nothing from me, and all I have is yours. 
Wc were once friends, lei us only remain so. Let me hear 
an account 'from you of your present crcumsiances, and 
my last shilling shall be spent in your service. Let the 
sincerity of my friendship be estimated only according to 
my actions^ and if il shall appe^ir that I have acted incOiv-- 
sistent with the sacred name of friendship, let me be for 
©ver blotted out of your memory • 

I am, sir, your sincere well-wisher. 

LETTER CXL. 

From a gentleman lately rctirrned from his travels, to hig» 
friend, concerning loyalty. 

Dear Sir, 
TT is very natural for the most curious travellers, after hav- 

ing spent some time abroad, to return with joy to their 
own country ^ but much more pleasant to me, who did not 
go out of it by my own choice, but impelled by necessity. 

When I returned, I hoped to find a general tranquillity 
among alt ranks of people, and the animosities which sub- 
sisted when I went abroad^ buried in perpetual oblivion. 
But I was strangely amazed to find the same spirit of mur<r 
muring as before. In one pl^ce the ministry are said to be 
seeking the loaves and the fishes, and the patriots are endea* 
vouring to dispossess them, with to other view than to ob* 
tain their places. In another place we are told, that th^ 
ministers are a^<;et of abandoned debauchees ; and when tho 
<rourtiers return the compliment to the patriots, the answer 
is, that a man may be an abandoned villain, a scandal 49^ 
iittman nature, and yet a lover of bis country. If you ask 
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th«ie>8evenal 'sorts of gerttlemen -what it rs they vrlsh (ofr 
-you <fill find I hey have several 'ends in view : some of ihem 
tare m«rt'f hat have, by» their elctr*=tag4nce,"spei>t their for- 
lune8,'lost their credif, and fherdfore )irc in a violent liaste 
for a'war, in hopes, by |^luiTcler,*lo replenish Ihejr pockets, 
•Jike vultures vvli* keep hovering over a dead carcase. They 
speak alotid just as they would have it, that all things are 
Yiinning: Ip confusion. Others, like ctows, lave the fruits 
'of 4he *earlh, but hate the smell of gunpowder; and these 
affirni as positively, though not so loudly, that we shall be . 
inevitably ruined unless there is a change -of the fninistry. 
tA thifd sort of this disaffected party, are aaet ofinen like 
moles, that are always digging under ground, and no kind 
of soil can (escape their taions. 

Beskies these there is ancTther party, whose designs arc- 
extremely foreign to any of the rest,' and yet they are. 
lequaliy pernicious. There are several select cofnpatiii^s 
-of drunkards, who, instead of n^inding their own business^ 
iftftsemble 6 1- different alehouse* to settle the state of th^ 
nation, over a tat:)kard of porter, OF a 'bowl -of' punch. 
These 'inay pro'perly be called, 

V A pampered people, and debanch'd with ease, 

'« No king can govern, and no God can please." 

The above gentry are allsll nuisance to human society^ 

as they raise aground less fears in the minds of .peaceabro 

people, who think it high lime to feel their grievances- 

when they really happen. 

. No man csn be more a friend, and even an advocate for 
the liberties. of his country, than myself; and a patriotic 
king will, at all times, attend to the voice of his people, 
and, as a common father, love to be put in mind of his 
.duty. But when I. find i\o fault committed by administra* 
tion, except such as is inseparably connected with hunnaff 
nature, I poDsider the abettors as real incendiaries, who 
want to create dissensions amongst a brave united people, 
and make their beloved sovereign conceive an antipathy 
^dgain«t his loyjjl subjectSi 

. JFor mjown part, when I consider the present districted 
<tate of affair6,and compare it with my duty as an iiKlivtduai, 
«X am ready, to cry out with t4ve Psalmist^ '^ May peaqe be 
'Withi^ her, walls,and prosperity within her palaces T' M«y 
^h^y prosper who wish her well, » and seek ^er. peace con- 
Jlfinually ! - and in. this wish ^4<>Ml^t nol-but you vyill jqin 
heartily with . Your friend. 
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CARDS ofcompliment should be short, easy, and con- 
sistent with politeness. Thty must begin with the 
title or style of the writer — and care must be taken imme- 
diately after to mention, in a respettful manner, the style 
or titk of tho!!e to whom "they ^re addressed ; they must 
contain but one subject, and that should be tjxpressed 
with elbgance and perspicuitj. 



MISS SPRIGHTLY's respectful compliments to Lady 
'tissue, entreats the honour ot her company this aflernoon 
_to a dish of lea. / . 

Monday Morn. 



LADY TISSUE'S compliments to Miss Sprightly, 
happy to accept her agreeable invUatkm. 
Monday Noon. 



MRS. FLEMING'S compliments to Mtss Dyson, hopes 
«he got safe heme, aod ■ is in heaUb, «fter tiie fifttig«i« of 
sitting up so late. 

Friday Morn. 



MISS DYSON'S compliments to Mrs. Fleming, g(yt 
home perfectly safe, and is extremely well ; retains respect" 
ful thanks for hi^r obliging inc][uiries. 

Friday 2 o'Ciock. 



LORD SPANGLE'S coroplinientsto Sir James Brilliant, 
should esteem it as a favour to be ofaiiged with his com- 
pany to take an aiiing to Kew — the chariot to be at the 
door at three. 

Thursday Noon. 
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SIR JAI^ES BRILLIANT'S respectful complimeirts 
to Lord Spangle — will be happy to attend his loxdshij^ 
punctually at the time. 

Thursday 2 o'clock^ 



MISS GUITAR'S compliments, should be glad ofMi%9 
Spinnet's company lo pick a bit of dinocr wiUi her. 
Wednesday 8- o'tlock, J 



MrS55 SPINNETs compliments, wUr not fail'towair 
upon Miss Guitar. 

Wednesday It) o'clock. 



MRS. SHADWELL's compliments to Miss Cloudy, 
should be glad of her agreeable company to pass the after* 
noon. 

lO oVIock Marn. 



MISS CLQUDY's compliments to Mrs. Shadwell, can- 
not have the pleasure of accepting her agreeable invita* 
tion, being engaged in a party to Cox's Museum. 

i I o^ciock Alorn. 



LORD HAIRBRATN's compliments to Mr. Sparrow^ 
should be glad of his company In tHe evening toVauxhaiK 
Thursday 4 o'clock. 



MR. SPARROW'S respectful complitfients to Lord 
Hairbrain, must deny himself the pleasure of attending h» 
Lordship, being already engaged in a party to Raneloglh 

Thursday 5 o'clock. 



< m ) 

jMavteg piresented «ut readers with letters en ^he me»4 
important concerns of life, and forms for writing com- 
plimentary cards in order lo make the work ai complete 
.as possible, we have here added several useful forms \n 
);»w, such as a mortgage, a letter of licence, bonds, in- 
dentures, &c, together with a great variety of pelitioM, 
from people in lower, or middling states of life, to those 
in higher stations. 

A COMMON MORTGAGE 6N AN ESTATE. 
j^^^r^H IS Indenture made between A. B. of &c. of the one 
I X ?^^ *"^ ^* ^' ®^ ^^' ^^ the other part, wilnessetn, 
khat the said A. B. for and in consideration of the ?um oT 
i.one hundred pounds of lawful money of Great-Britain, to 
thim in hand paid by the said C. D. the receipt whereof the 
[said A. B. doth hereby confess and acknowledge; he the 
usaid A. B. hath granted, bargained, and sold, and by these 
presents doth grant, &c. unto the said C, D. all that mes- 
suage or tenement, &c. and all those lands, &c, situate, 
j&c. and also the reversion and reversions, remainder and 
^remainders, rents and services of and singular the said pre- 
niijres abovementioned, and of every partand parcel thereof, 
I with the appurtenances, to have and to hold the said raes- 
j -suage or tenement, lands and premises above«*inealioned, 
[^nd of every part and parcel thereof, with the appurte- 
nances, unto the said C. D. his executors, administrators, 
and assigns, for and daring the term of five hundred yeiH^s, 
next and immediately ensuing and following, and fully to 
be complete and ended: yielding and paying therefore 
yearly, during the said tenn, one pepper-corn, in and Aipon 
/he tcast of St. Michael, the Archangel, if demanded. Pro- 
i vided always, and upon condition, that if the said A. B, his 
^ heira or assigns, do, and shall well and truly pay, or cause 
^ lo be paid, unto the said C. D. his executors, administra- 
' ton, and assigns the fuM sum of one hundred and five 
! pounds oflawTul British money, in and upon the day, &c. 
: withotttany deduction or abatement for taxes, assessments^ 
or any other irop>s^tionswhats^ever,*thero^dinalyrorex. 
traordinary f %bat then and from henceforth these presents^ 
and^every thing herein contained, shall cease, determine, 
* and be void ; any^ thing herein contained to the contrary 
jiotwilh'standing: and tjiesaid A. B. for himself, his heins, 
I jind assigns, doth covenant and grant to, and with the said 
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C^ D. his exoeutorsy adminjstratof^i and assigns, and that 
the tai(iA;.B% bis b«if8 or assigos, shall and will well and 
truly pay 9 or.caAisa to be paid^. unto the said.C. D. his. exe- 
cutors, admiaiatrators, or assigns^ the.said lull sum of ooe 
hundred and. five pounds^ in and upon the* said day^ &c. 
which will be in the said year^ &c. without any deduction 
as aforesaid^, accoidtae to the true intent and meaning of 
these presents. And also, that he the said C. D. his execu- 
tors, administrators, and assigps, shall and may at all times^ 
after default shall be made in performance of the proviso 
or condition-herein* contained, peaceably and quietly enter' 
intoy have, hold^ occupy, possess, and enjoy all andsingit- 
I^r the said messuage or tenement, lands^ and premises 
above-mentioned, and every part and parcel thereof; with 
the appurtenances^ for and durfnj; the residue and re-, 
mainder of the said term of five hundred years hereby 
granted^ which shali be then to.c6meand unexpired, with* 
out the'}et> trouble, hi nderance, molestation, interruption, 
anddenialofhim the said A. B. his heirs, and assigns, and 
of^ll and every other person or p^ersons, and his and their 
hein^ and things having or claiming in the said. messoa^ 
on tenement, and premises above-menlioned, oe> any pari 
thereof^ shall and will^ at any time or times, aftepdetault 
shall be made in performance of the proviso or conditioa 
herein contained, make, do, or execute, or causeoc procure 
to.be made, done, orexecuted, all and every su^h. further 
and •oitierlawful and reasonable grants, aots, and assurances . 
in'the law whataoever; forthe further, bet^tery and more per-, 
feet granting and asiut4ngof all and si^^galar the said -pre- * 
mises above-mentioned; with the appUrlenatices, unto the 
said C. D. to hold-to him th^ sa^d 0. D. his. executor;), ad^ 
ministralors, and assigns, for and during, all iherest-and re- 
sidue of ihe said term of five hundred yeaps above granted 
which shaH be then to come andunexpired, as bv ti\e saiii 
CD. his executors-, admimstrafors, or assigivs ur.hisi or 
their counsel l^arnfed in the law shall beTeasonablyidevisedy 
or •advised and- required. And' lastly, if is covtinanitrd, 
gra*i»t3di<ionclu'deO, and agreed up^n, by and between the 
said parties to these preseYils ; and the uue meaning here- 
of also is> and it is hereby so<l^^l«peii', thaLuniil cteJault 
shall be made in performance of theiprov Lsoion condition, ^ 
herein contained, he the said -A. H. his heirs and. assigus, 
shall and may hold end enjoy all and singular th^ said pre- 
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• niisesabov^ mewl tinned, and receive and lake the refits, is-^ 
sues, atidprofifs thereof tohis and their o^*n proper lyse^^ftd- 
benefit; atiy tiling herein contained ii0lwith«l»nd rftg-: in 
flvitii«st? wherepf I have hereun-to-set ri\y hand ^nd^^ea)^ this 
third day of June; in the — vear of the reign: of mur sove* 
reign lord GEORGE IH: by the graoe of. God, of the 
united kingdomof Great- Britain and Ireland; king; and in 
ihe year of oar Lord God, one thousand eight hundred 
l«nd *^ A.B. 

-Signed, sealed* and delivered, \'. 

(being first duly stamped) . ' ," ! 

in |he presence of as. , , - 

CD. . 

, E. F. ^ 



' AJLETTER OF LICENCE. 

TO all to whon> these presents shall come. We whose 
hands^nd se^s are hereunto set, creditors of George 
'Wilson, of the parish of Saint Luke, 01d-str.eet, in the. 
County of Middlesex, gentleman, send greeting, Whereas 
the said George Wilson, on the day of the^date hereof, is 
indebted to us the said creditors, in several sums of 
nioney, and not having wherewithal to satisfy us at pre- 
•sent, we and everyone of us are willing to grant unto him, 
the said George Wilson, lime for the payment of the 
same. JNow know ye that we the said creditors, and 
every one of us for his own proper debt, part, and portion, 
severally have given and granted, and by these pre,seots do_ 
giVe and grant u^to thesa(d George Wilson, free licenc^^ 
liberty, and leave, as in as severally lies, sure and safeco!^- • 
duct to come, go, and resort about his business and affairs 
at his free will and pleasure from the day of Ihe.datehere- 
f}f, unlo the full end and lerm of six months next ensuing, .' 
without any let, suit, trouble, arrest, attachment, or other ' 
-disturbance whatsoever, to be offered or done unto him the 
•said George Wilson, his wares, goods, money, or mer- 
•cKandizts whatsoever, by^us or any of us, the executors, 
administrators, partners, or assigns of us, or any of u» by '• 
' our Or any of our-nieans or procurement. And we the said 
creditors severally and respectively, each for himself and 
herself, his and her executors and administrators, severally 
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and aptrt, and not joinlly» covenant, grants and afrree (o 
«ad with the said George Wil»on, that if any Iroubie, vex- 
ation, wrong, damage, or hinderance shall be done unto 
him the said George Wihon» either in his body, goods^ or 
chatteUi within the said term of six months from the date of 
these presents, by us, or any of us, contrary to the tenour 
and efiect of this our licence, that ihen he the said George 
Wilson, his extcutors, and administrators, shall be, by vir- 
tue of these presents, acquitted and discharged against hini^ 
or any of us, by whom and by whose means he shall, con- 
trary to the true meaning of t hese presents, be arrested, trou- 
bled, imprisoned, atts^ched, grieved, or damnified, pf all 
manner of actions, suits, quarrels, debu, duties, and de- 
mands, either in law or in ecjuity whatsoever, from the Be- 
ginning of the world to the day oft he date of these presents. 
In witness whereof we the said creditors have hereunto 
set our hands and seals, the twenty-sixth d^y of Decetu* 
ber, one thousand eight hundred and > 



Scaled and delivered, being Orst 
duly stamped, in the preseD<;e 
of us 



A BOND. 



A. B. . 
C. D. Ac. 



E. F. 
G.H. 



KNOW all men by these presents,that I William Thomp« 
son, of the parish of St. Giles, in the coujnty of Mid- 
dlesex, gentleman, am held and firmly boundho Ge»rge 
Wilson, of the said County of Middlesex, Esq. in the penal 
snm of two hundred pounds of good and lawful money of 
Great Britain, to be paid to the said George Wilson^ £sq» 
or to his certain attorneys, his executors, administrators, or 
assigns ; for the true payment whereof, I bind myself, my 
heirs, executors, and administrators, firmly by these pre- 
sents, sealed with my seal. Dated this second dny of De- 
cember* in the year of the reign of our sovereign lord 
George the Third, by the grace of God of the united 
kingdom of Great-Britain and Jreland, k'ing, and in the 
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visdr of bur Lord, one Ihoosaiici elghi huncfred And -^ — ^ 
The condition orchis oMigaliota h such. That if ibe abov^ 
bounden WiUiain Thompson* hia heirs executors, or a()* 
tntnistraUM-n^ do well and truly p»y> or cause to be paidio 
the above*naned Geofge Wilson, his executors, adminis- 
trators, or assfffns, the full sun of one hundred pounds, of 
good and lawful money of Great Britain, on the first day 
ofSeptesiber next ensuing the date hereof, with lawful 
interest, thfen this oliligatiorn to be void, or else to remain 
ill full fbK)e. 

William Thompson, 

"Signert, sea1«?d« and delivered, 
in the presence of us, bemg 
iirst duly stamped, 

John Wilson. 
John Key. 

*^* When a bond is given, double the sum of the value 
received is mentioned in (he obligatory part, and the real 
sum meant to be secured is inserted in the condition. 



A LETTER OF ATTORNEY. 

KNOW all men by these f!»re8ents/1hat I Charles John- 
son, of Yarmouth, in the county of Norfolk* weaver » 
(tor divers considerations and good cau<ies 'me hereuni:o 
moving) have made, ordained, constituted, and appointed, 
and by these presents do make, ordain, constitute, and ap- 
point, my trusty friend David Williams, of Norwich, in 
the county aforesaid, gent, my true, and lawful attorney, 
for me, in my name, and to^my use, to &sk, demand, reco- 
ver, or receive^ of and from A. B of Thetlbrd, in the said 
county, ihe sum of sixty pounds, giving, and by these pre« 
sents granting to my said attorney, my ^ole and full power 
andauthoiiity, to take, pursue, anci follow such legal courses, 
for the recovery, receiving, and[ obtaining of the same, a^ I 
my self might or could do, were I personally present j and 
,tipon the receipt of the same, acquittances, and other suffi- 
cient discharges, for me aod in my nam^, to make, sign, 
. stal, and deliver jr as also one more attorney, or attorneys 

H 
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untlerin'mj'to sttbsiitfUe-^orftp'poinft, sndagaifi atliis pica* 
iTifre (o revoke ;• and iVirthefr to do,' perfuiiB, and ftnish for 
tne, and in m/tiamey all' and singufar thing isilid things^ 
^Mic*KslfaH'ofJmaj' b^ neeesfia/y, and entirely as i the said 
Chaflefrjobh^oo, Ml nij Own fVersonv ought or could do ia 
and about; ibe ^ame: ratifying, ailoMring, andxonfirmmgv 
x>^hatsoever my 8^i4 attorney «ha41 iawfiilly do, or cause to 
be done, in atad about the execution of the premises, by 
virtuCof these presents : in vcitness whereof, i have here- 
unto set my hand and seal, the first day of Novenxber^ in 

the ^yeai- ofther^ign of our sovereign lord George III. 

by the grace of God, of the..unued-£iogdoiD of Greats- 
Britain and keland^ l^ingi ^^^ iu (he year of our Lord 
God one thousand eight hundred and -^^ — 

_ . Cbarles Juhnsoiu 
.Signed, sealed, and delivered, 
in the presence of us, 

A. B. 

CD. 



A letter of attorney by a seaman, or a will and power- 

T/' NOW air men by tb^se presents, tlia< I John Fore- 
J^^ castle, mariner, now belonging to bis inajesty's ship 
Hhej'errible, for divers go<id causes and considerations jne 
thereunto moving,* havt, «ind by these presents do make 
my trusty friend (or beloved wife) Thomas Trusty, citizen 
and baker of London, my true and lawful altarney, forme, 
and in my name, 'and for my use, to as^c, demand, and. re- 
receive, of and from the ri^t honourable the treasurer, or 
. pay-master of his majesty's navy^ and commissicmers of 
prize-mon^y, an^ whom elsfc it may conc?€rn, as well all 

• R«ch wagee, and pay, bounty-money, pj^ize-moneyjand all 
other sum 6* sums of money whatsoever, as now arte, and 

' w'bic'h hereafter shall and may be due, or payable uutame; 

• also all such pensions, salaries, smart-money, or all other 
money-or4hings wha<so€v<3r, which now are, or at any time 
hereaHer shall or may be dne unto me, for my service, or 
otherwise, in any one of his majesty's ship, or ships of war, 
frigates, or vessels : giving and hereby granting, unto my 

^d attorney, fuH aaid ^hole power, to take, pursue, and 



A WILL, ni 

*1RiIlow, Sudi.lcsgd ways and coarsts, for theTecoverJ^, re* 
'-ceiving^ andobiainlng> and dischiirgli>g upoja the said sun 
or sums ►of moneys or anyofibcm, a§ I myself migbi or 
could do, were 1 personally present ; and I do hereby ra- 
tify, aUi>w, and confirm, all and wiiatever ray said aitor- 
ney shall lawfully do, or eauseto be done, and about thd 
execution of the premises, by virloe oi these presents ; ih 
>vi(ness whereof I have hereunto set^my hand and-seal this 
second day of November^ on^ ihousand eight hundred 
and — ^ ' John forecastle, 

Signed, sealed, and delivered^ 
in the presence of us, . 

A.B. 
. C. D. 



A WILL. 

In the name of God, Amen. The third day of O<jto* 
'ber, one thousand eight hundred and — 

1J0HN BALE, of the city of London, packer, being very 
sick, and weak of body, but of perfect mind and memory, 
thanks be given unto God : therefore, calling.intd mind 
the mortality ofmy. body^ knowing that it i.s .appointed 
unto all men onceto die, do make and ordain this my last 
will and testament ; that is to say, principally and first of 
all, I gi%'e and rebommend my soul into the hands of Al- 
mighty God that gave it, and my body I recommend tothe 
.<?arih, to be buried in decent Christian burial^ at the dils-^ 
cretipn ;of my executors ; nothing doubting, but at the 
general resurrection 1 shall receive the same again by the 
almighty power of God. And as touching such worldly 
estate w Ijerewith it hath pleased God to bless me in this 
life, 1 give, dtfmi.'Je, and dispose of t-he same in the follow- 
ing manner and form : 

First, I gtve and bsequei^th to Wary, my dearly belored 
wilife, the sjm ofeigbt handred pounds, of lawful money of 
England, to be raised and levjedout of my.es. a«e, together 
with ail my^hous^hold goodsj d*ibts^ and moveable elfects. 
. Also, I give to my well beloved dauj^htcr, Elizabeth Bale, 
the sum ol' two. thousand pounids of lawful money of Eng- 
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land, (o be raided and fevred oiitxif juy eit^ie, imd paid i^ 
her by Aiy eKecatora )ier«)ifler-nanied, on the day of her 
marriage, or when she bcfeomes twenty-one years old. 
Aisd atso (hat my eifecutors shall fvay her one faiuidred 
pounds, lawfn! money of England, on die fir^l day ofevery 
}ear, until she ciairtis the lib^ve two thbu sand f>ounds, ac- 
cording to (he intent and meaning ofthis will. 
, Also, I give dnd beqoekth to my well Beloved son Job nr 
Aale, whoinllike^tsei^dtistitute, niake,ahd ordain tAf note 
executor oft his my last will and testament, all and singular 
ifiy lands, messuages, and (enc^nients, by him ireely to bei 
}>ossessed and enjoyed. And 1 do hereby utterly disallow., 
revoke, and didanni^, atl and every other former testa- 
inents, wills, legacies, bequests, and executors, by me in 
any ways before- named^ willed and bequeathed; ratifying 
und confirming this« and no other^ to be my last will and 
testament. ]n witness whereof 1 have hereunto set m^ 
hand and seal the day and year above .written. 

Jobn Bale. 
Signed, sealed, published, pro- 
nounced, and declared, by the 
said Jx>hn fiale, as his last 
willandteslament, in ihepre- 
b^nce of us the subscribers, 

William Baker, 
John Smith, 
George Adains. 

N. B. If a will be already made, a^d the person hath no 
mind to alter it but to add something more, there may b^ 
affixed the following codicil or schedule to it, and t( wiUf 
stand good in law as part of the will, after being properly 
witnessed. 



A codicil, or sciiedule io a will. 

BE it known to all men by these )>resents, That I John 
Bate, of the city of London, packer, have made and de- 
clared by my last will and testament in writing, bearing 
date the third d^y of October, one thousand eight hundred 
and — : I the said John Bale, by this presient codicil, da 
ratify and confirm my said Kast will and testament, and do 



ADEEDOFGIPT. 17a 

£tye 9ktid bequeath UfQto my loving godson WiUidni Miliar, 
t})esum of ftily pounds, of goociand lawful money of Eng- 
la^idy lobe paid to him the sa^id William Millafrby my ex- 
ccuior, oat of my estate ; and m^y willand meanirrg h, that 
this codicil. Of schedule^ be adjudged to be a part and par- 
cel of tf^y l^i wilt and testament ; and that ail things there- 
in mentioned and contained, be faith folly and truly per- 
formed, atadas fully and amply in every respect, as if the 
.same were so declared and set down in my said last will 
and testament. Witness my liiand this tenth day of No- 
y^mbisf, one thousand eiglu hundred and — 7— 

Johti Bale. 

A DEED OF GIFT. 

TO all people to.whom these presents *hall cortre, I 
George Howard do send gree tins'. Knowyethat the 
taid George Howard, of the parish of St. Leonard, Shore- 
diicb, in toe county of Middlesex, gardener, for and in con-^ 
slderati^jQ of the love, good-!»'ill, and afleclion which l^ 
, baye and dqb^ar towards my Igving sister Mary Page, of 
ibs s^Jipe parish '4Tid cqunty, v^idow ; have given an4 
granied) atld by th^se present do freely give and grant 
unto thQ said Mary Pag.e, her heirs, executors, or ad minis* 
Iriitors, all andsiogular my goods ^pd chattels, now being 
in my present house, ki^o^yn by the name of (he \Vhit<;» 
$wan; of which the$<e presents I h^ve delivered her, th^ 
fa id 3Jl%r^ P^i^c* aft fnv«ntary signed with my own hand, 
land bearing date^ t9 haVe and. jlo hold all the said goods 
%nd chattels in the said premisefi, or dwelling-house, to heir 
ihe (aid Mary Page, her heirs, pxec.mQr.f^or administrators, 
i>om henceforth,' as -her and (hei^p^opyr goods and chat* 
iLels abyolulely, without any manner of condition. In wit* 
t^ess wher«<5i I have h^r^M^pl(Bput my hand and seal, this 
fenib d^ty of Novemberi one thousand eight hundred 
^nd — : — '- George Howard* 

Signed,, sealed, and delivered,' 

In the presence of us, v 

A. B. 
C, D.» 
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Note, This'precedenI may be extended' to Ifi'e givmg; 
away of cattle, corn, hou^e or land, if BOt entaikd^&O. 
but the particulars niust be named. 



AN INDENtOEE FOR AN APPRENTICE^ 

THIS indenture witnessetb, That Benjamin Wfcbb,«oir 
of Richard Webb, late of Guildfor-d, in th« county of 
Surry, hath put himself, and by these presients do voluntai-ily, 
and of his own fr«ie will and accord, put himseff apprentice 
to CFiarlesB'allamy, citizen and linen>draper of London, to* 
learn his art, trade or mystery, after the manner of an ap- 
prentice, to serve him from the day ofthe date hereof, (br- 
and daring the full term of seven years next ensuing ; du- 
, ring all whicii time he the said apprentice hi'J.said master 
shall faithfully serve, his secrets ktcp, h<s lawful commands- 
every where gladly obey. He shall do no damage to his 
said master, nor see it to bE done by olher*, without letting 
or giving not ice thereof to his said master. He shall net 
waste his said master's goods, nor lend themuniawfoHy to . 
others. He »hal^not commit fornicaiion, nor contract aaa* 
• trimony within the said term. At cards, dice, or any un- 
lawful game, he shall not play, whereby his* said master 
may be damaged. With hisown^oods, or goodsof others »<. 
during the term, without licence of his said master, he sball^ 
neither buy nor sell. He shall^ not absent himself day op 
night from his said master^s service, without his feave, nor 
haunt alehouses, taverns, W- playhouses : but in all things^ 
behave himself as a faiihfui apprenttce ought to do, during. 
the said term. And the said master shall use the utmost 
of his endeavours to teach, or cause to be taaght and in-- 
structed, the said apprentice. in the trade and mystery he 
now professeth, occupieth, or fblloweth : and procure and 
provide for him the said apprentice s^fScient meat; drink, 
apparel, washing, and lodging, filling for an apprentibe, 
during the said term. Ah^ for the true perfoimancejof all 
and every the said covenants and agreements, either' of 
thesaid parties bind. themselves unto the other by these 
presents. In tvilness whereof they have interchangeably 
put iheir hands and seals, this tenth day of November, in- 

the year of the reign of our sovereign lord George ill. 

by the grace of God^ of the united kingdom of Great 
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Britain and Ireland, king : and in the year of cwir Lon| 
God one ilwiisand eifhi hundpcd and 1 — r^- 

.- \ ■ Benjamin Webb, 

, , Charles BeUanX^. > 

George Jahnson; T ^Vilnesscs. ' ' 
Thomas Pine, y 

Note, If an apprentice be enrolled, he cannot sac out his^ 
indenture, but upon- proof of unmerciful usage, want of 
victuals, and other necessaries, or his master's being inca* 
pable oi teaching him his tradey or not causing it so to be 
done at his own proper ch'arg'e by others- And the same 
holds good in relation to a mistress. But th^ere being na 
enrolment, an indenture may be sued' out, withoat shawiug 
i^ause, in any city or corporation, fee*- 



A BILL OF SALE OF goods: 

T^* Now all men by these presents^ tfeati, A B. of 
JXi'for and in condderatlon of the sum of to m'e^ 

in hand paid, at and before the sealing ^nd delivery hereof! 
byC, P» the receipt whereof! do her'^by 

acknowledge, have bargaii^ed and sold, aiui/by the'^e pre- 
•sentsdo bargain and sell unto the said C. D. ail ihi^ jr^ods, 
iiousehold siufF, and invplemehts of household, and d'A other 
goods whaliBuever, mentioned in thescheuule hereunto an- 
nexed, now remaining and being in To 
have and to holrfall and singular thegoods, household stuff, 
and implements of household, and evefy of ihem; by theso. 
presents, bargained and sold unto the said C. D. his ex- 
ecutors, administrators, andasslgn*!, for ever; And I thil 
said A. B. for myself, my executors,, and admi?nislra.iorsv ail 
and singular of the said goods, unto the saidC« Dj^his ex* 
ecutors^ ad m in ifirators, and assigns, against me the said 
A. B. my executors, administrators, and assigns, and against 
all and every other person and persons whatsoever, shall' 
and will warrant, and for ever defend, by thes^ pr^seiits;, 
of which gopds I Ihe said A. B. have put the saidC. D. in 
full possession, by delivering him one silver tankard, fcc* 
at the scaliiig hereof: in witaess hereof I have hereuctV' 

Hi 
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pnl my hand and seal, this tenth day of June, m the year 
of our Lord God^ one thonsand^ght buiuifed aad • 



A. B. 



Signeil/sealed, and delivered^ 
in (he presence of t^s. 



CD. 

E. F. 



A GENERAL RELEASE. 

TZ NOW all jncn by these ptresenti* that I Timothy Love- 
-"^ peace, ofLorulon, in the counly of MtddiesKX, grcxrer^ 
having remised, released, and for e?er quit claim to John 
Needy, of Islington, tn the county afbresatd, carpenter, hia 
heirs, executors,, administrators, of all, and all manner of 
action and actions, suits bills, bonds, writings debts ^^^^9 
duties, accoiint5,suni and sumsof money, leases* mortgages, 
jddgmenis by confession, or otherwise obtained, execu- 
tions extents, quarrels^ controversies, trespasses, d*maf;4M 
and demands whatsoever, which by law or tquily* 9r 
otherwise soever, I the said Timothy Lovepe^ce, agairvi^ 
the said John Needy *ver had, and which I, my hwrs^j^r 
ecutors, and adminislratorSj shall or may claim* challenge 
or demand,Tor or by reason, means or cpfour of any matter* 
cause, or thing whatsoever, from the beginning of tbo 
v^orld to the day of the date of these prestnls : in witness 
whereof 1 have hereunto set my hand and seat, thia fifth 
day of February, in the year of our Lord Godj, one thoii- 
sand eight hundred and - 



Signed^ sealed, ai^d delivered, 
.being first legally, stamped, 
" in the ^{esence of UvS^ 



Timothy Lovepeace* 



A. B. 
CD. 



'♦^* AH the foregoing precedents must be wrote upoa 
stamped paper, otherwise ihey will be of no effect. 



MEMORANDUM. 177 

Three forms very necessary for persons in business. 

NOTE OF HAND. 

London, Feb. 8, 181 

ON demand (or after dale) I promise to pay Mr» 

Tr.jwt,oF 9f.5kr,lhe-sfi;^j of pounds 

shillings, and ^•nce, ibr value received : 

A.Bj 

%* Mr. Trust to make this note negotiable, must in- 
dorse his name on the "backrand so must every person 
through whose hands it goes. 

PILL' OF EXCpANGf*. 

Sir,* Lomion, February 1 3, I,8| 

,g^^]^mpnihif^rj^t^{i>€si^,or at sighj) please lo 
X^iJp^y^ Hj^* OWig?ii4i«n-, 1>r.ordf^r, the sfwn of, pounds, 

«4kliwig8> i^nd ' p^njce; and place the sunp to,- 

4iie accour^ ofv.. - i. X^m |3f|f^bU ftfirvaoi, 

Mf^ -r---4 j»efcJsOTti^Cbri)biil.^ . 

%* Before this bill is rendered prdpeflyqogoti able, or - 
ean'.be demanded .vvhen-duc it ttttst be accepted by the 
roercbantf, and indorsed by^'t he person in whose favoar it^ 
ii (draivrr^ smd af.wby'all 4u(lh*«s. receive it aflerwards, in 
^ase,<](f fftilure ortvtheaceeptorVstde. "* 

i MEMQRAd^PUM^L . 
^yjiic^ is i>i^C8.?arylqbjnd a sudden bargain. 

M*m.'M J|r7;E E; 0.^<Sf lS)i# 4ff bejfeb}Vm^M**|J)'/ag^«e to, , 

VV)^«« (or fibi4e'4)y4he%bpyemen,(ione(l articles 
offi)4rem«anl)ii^JniwiinQfli9 vv^rQ^f^jyedb^ereuntj^ set 
our hands, this • day of v^«kbci:^af)t, ISi > 

, :Witae3$* y: Zs. ; \ E.G. 

..•'.'- .. , S.-J?. 

*^* 'Eaf^Vof t-We: parties engaged ifl tbismenflLOrandiifa 
jmist ha^'e i dupli^iratc oif it. 

*** Our r.eaders aipe recjuested to objferve,- that no instru- 
ment of writing vyhatsover inyst be d^ted with the day of 
the month on vyt^ich Sunday tails, because such errors ar« 
always dttmed invalid'hv law. 



THE, 

COMPLETE PETITJONER. 



AS the very word Petition implies a want, the language 
of Petitions should be at once the most humble and 
respectful imaginable. 

A Petition should he expresstve and brief; exprci^sivey 
to move the passions of the person addressed; aA4 bfief, 
not to appear tedious'; for persons in power ha>re bat Iktie 
time, and persons in'alBtieineebut small inclination to pe- 
ruse long details of distress. A short petition, plainly 
written^ which mav be read with ease 'in a trifle of time, 
-will always prov«the more efiectaal. 

Let Ihe writer be careful to place the introductory sa« 
perscription and address, •t a. considerable distance from 
the body of the petitionf »i>ll 4be concluding prayer like^ 
wise should nerer be crowded ne^r the preceding words* 

As many unfortunate persons, under sentence of death, 
or transportation, prompted by the natural desire of Jife» 
or liberty, wish to petition his Majesty to extend his royal 
clemency towards them, but are unacquainted with the 
mode, we shall here inform stkfh of (he most probable .neans 
of proving successful, as w^Uks instruct any ottier persons 
of inferior station to sddfe^ss their supefiKurs witb pro- 
priety upon any emergency^" . «* . ' r 

With respect to a petition to the king, it'is> improper to 
deliver it into his own hands, unless some person of const* 
deration can be procured to present it. . A petition de- 
signed to appear before his niajeAly should be signed by 
some respectable names, and sent directed for his majesty 
to the Secretary of State's office in Downing-Slreer^ as that 
is the proper channel by which it should be conveyed. 
The petitioner may then set forth every favourable circum* 
jitance, properly confifmed by the signature of some re- 



PETITIONS. ^^ 

Metafile names in another petition to theli^cofder, as on 
llis report, if the petitioner is condemned to die, hisfate* 
will inf a great measQie depend: 



FETITI0N5; 

From a person ander sentence of death for murder. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty,* 

The hunvble petiiioD of A. B« 

Most respectfully showeth,- 

THAT your majesty's unfbrfaiiafe'pcfitiotierwascon*- 
victed at the last* Old Bailey sesfsions, of the horricP 
orime of mifrder, and received sentence of death accord- 
ingly: yet he hopes, from your majesty's hamauity, as 
Itiereare several circumstances in his favour, to partake of 
that royah clemency, which delights in bringing blessing* 
lo the afHictedr , 

As it appeared upon his trial that he did' not act by th^ 
influence of premeditated malice, but a-sudden gust of pas- 
sion, he humbly hopes lo obtain that indulgent consideration 
which he has no doubt but your majesty's humane disposi* 
lion will deem his unhappy case dcser^ng of, that througb 
yo\ir majesty's benevolence, he may live to atone for hii 
past crimes and follies, and become an example to others,^ 
and a grateful monttment ofyour majesty's royal clemency. 

And your majesty's humble petitioner,as in duty bounds- 
will ever pray« 

From a person under aentfence oF death for a robbery, otf 
a burglary. 

lb the King's Most EsBctllent Majesty, 
Tho humble petition of B. C. 

Most respectfully showeth, 

THAT your majesty's mOst unhappy petitioner wascon*^ 
victed in sessions^ibr having committed (a robbery, - 

* It is proper to mention the particular sessions, as there are fre'<<. 
^peatly mangr. of the -saOie oane under confinement at the same 

H6 
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or burglary) aiMl received sentence of (Iea|b accordingly.^ 
but from the known benevolence of )'Our majesty's dtspoti- 
lion, he humbly presumes (o throw himself at your feet, 
and hopes to experience that royal clemency which has so 
often been extended to dry the tears of distress. 

He is truly sensible of tbc enormity of his crimes ; a sin- 
cere penitent for having committed them ; and hopestbrough 
your majesl/s bumane consideration, to make amends for 
his past transgressions^ by being a grateful subject^ an ase« 
ful member of society, a comfort to his friends, and a cre- 
dit to himself, m any part of your majesty's dominions, 
which in your royal wisdom you may please to appoints 

Your majesty's petitioner bath six children \ and a wife 
at present pregnant, he therefore hambly implores your ma- 
jesty's compassion to be extended to a miserable husbaa<]»> 
ail unhappy father, and a penitent sinner. And that con* 
cord may dwell in your majesty's councils, ble&suig«»watC 
your family, and prosperity attend your rei^n. 

Your majesty's bumble peliticHier, as in duty bound, wiH 
everpcay§. 



From tbewidowof a military officer, solicit ingfer a pensieii* ' 
To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The bumble petition of B. C« 

. Showetlu 

TH ATyour petitioner is the widow of the deceasedMajor 
D — , of the — — regiment of foot. That your peti-. 
tioner's late husband served your majesty faithfully and 
loyally above thirty years; acid, during that time, having 
nothing to subsist on but his pay, and a Urge &mily to bring 
up, he died a few months ^go, and left your petitioner ut- 
trrly unprovided for, and four infant daughters, exposed to 
all the hardships of an injurfoa<i w«rld. That your peti- 
tioner h^s already applied to some ofy our .oiaje&ty's mrinis- 
ters, without ever obtaining an answer ; and .'betng detti^ 
tute of every comfort, and even necessary ofltfe, ba&.v«a- 

* This part, when requisite, to be omiite^. 

V With the altcffaViou ni » fvw «onlSf 'tlifisaioe |tttMtiou miillBmm 
for either sex. r 



PETITION!?. Ui 

tured to present her petition at the foot of the throne. Her 
Qwn life has been spent in discharjj^io^ ber domestic duties 
and her husband^s in venturing his hfe in defence of year 
aiaj£sty'4 person and goveronient. Froo your majesty 's 
great goodness^ sKe has every ibisg to hope, and to you, as 
the common father of your people, she loojcs up with the 
greatest anxiety, that your majesty would be graciously 
pleased to order a soiail annuity for her support, and to 
enable her to bestow on her chitdren asi education suitable 
to the rank of one of your majesty's miitlary servants. 
And your petitioner, as in doty bound, shall ever pray. 



To' the Right Honourable the First Lord Conmissioner of 
the Treasury, for a place io the «taaip»office. 

The humble ^lition of A* J3. 
Showeth, 

THATyour j»atitioner has formerly lived in credit in the 
world, but through the vairiety of losses in trade, is re- 
ducedy with his family^ to the lowest stance of ppve^ty aivi 
destitute oCthe necessaries of life ; and being desirous to 
discharge his duty as a husband, and a^ather, he has pre« 
samed to address himself to your lordship, for one of the 
present vacant places of distributors in the stamp-ofiice, 
and for wfafeh lie can make it appear be is prioiperly quail* 
fied, and will produce people of reputation to his character, 
and who fif requrred) w'A} give security for hi* fidelily. 
Being fully convinced that. your lordship's-readiness to re* 
lieve distressed meril^ and your gt^t .h^anity to every 
one in distress, he is filled with cheerful hopes, |hat hii^ re- 
quest will meet with a favourable reception, and ypur lord- 
Mp wiH reflect with pleasure, that your bount'y ha??r.esc|0ed 
^im from misery, and enabled his famvly to enjoy thftse 
comforts df life to which they haveiongbeen strangers. 

And your petitionery as ,in duty jb^und, ^tuJlei^^rnpi^. 
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.To the Right Honourable the First Lord Commissioner of 
tiie Treasury. 



To (he same, for a tide-waiter's place in the custora-Botrser.' 

Honourable the First Lord Go 
tiie Treasury. 

The humble petitioD of A. B^ 

« ' Showeth, . . 

THAT your petitioner had ihe misfo^tune^lobeb^ODgh^' 
op in a trade, which at present is so bad that fi^vr 
hands are employed in it, and even those can scarce pro- 
cure a subsistence. That your p€tit4o-ijer has sought for 
every opportunity to obtain employment in vain» and ac 
present i& left in a very distressed condition. That your 
petitioner being desirous to apply himself to some osefiil 
employment^ and finding that some tide-waiters are at pre-- 
sent wanting on the river, has, with the greatest humility,, 
presumed to beg of yt>ur lordship to be employed as one* 
He is ready to produce proofs of his ability to discharge 
the duty of ihal station, and if so happy as to seem worthy 
of your lordship's notice, he shall, on all occasions, observe- 
the strictest fidelity, and make it appear to the world that 
be has not been unworthy of your favour. 

And} as in duty beund>. shall 6vef pray.- 



To^tfae same, for a place in the excise; 

lionoorable the First Lord Con 
the Treasury. 

The humble petition of Ar. B^. 



To the Ri^l^t lionoorable the First Lord Commissioner of' 
the Treasury. 



Showeth, 

THAT your petitioner had the mis/brtune not to be' 
brought up to, any other employment than that of a 
gentleman's servant| in which station he continued till last 
year, when he married, and was discharged from his placv. 
That yoor petitioner being out oi' all manner of emplojr*- 
ment, and having learned the whole art and mystery of" 
gauging, he has presomed to address himself to your lord- 
ship, for one of the present vacant places of a common ex- 
ciseman> in any part of the kingdom where your lordship 
shall think proper to Order, His conduct bat always beea 
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blameless, and Iiis character will bear (he strictest Inquiry, 
and on ail occasions h« will makg it his principal study to 
discbarge every partof his duly with the utmost fidelity. 
Anif as in duty boundrshali ever pray.. 



From a decayed tradeMpan^ to (he president, and governorf- 
of Christ's hospital, for the admission of a boy on that^ 
. foundation. 

The humble petition of A. B^ 
Showcth, 

T^^T yottr petitioner has lived many years in crcdif,. 
but through Fong stcknes«,find m^ny losses in trade, is 
unable to bestow upon his youngeftlsoftaii education suit- 
able to qualify him for an honest employment by whfch he 
night become uiefpl in society. That your petitioner is a 
freeman of the city of London^, and while in prosperity 
served ail the offices in his parish. That his olherchtldren 
are so far grown up, as'to tie already bound apprentices* to 
different trades, without ever having any assistance either 
irom public ur private charities. That your, petiliol^er 
'wOttldnot haV'C made thi» request, had not he been impelled 
by the greatest necessity. That your petitioner has nothing 
snore to subsist oa,. bat what he earns by his daily labour, 
andwhich t8scarcelys«fficient to procure him (he necessaries 
of life^ In c«n^deration of which he humbly begs your 
honours will be pleased to takeih^ premises into consider* 
ation, and admit a friendless boy on your foundatioQ. 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 



From a yoiing m&t> ^^te u&her to an academy, to be ad- 
mitted <a clerk j[i> the bank. 

To the Governors and Pijrectors.of the Bank oC England. 
The humble petition of A. B. 
Showelh, • 

THAT your petitioner was formerly usher andaccompt- 
ant in an eminent academy in Sorry ; but having fately 
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married, was discharged from his office, as none ba^-fiingle 
men are permitted lo reside in those seminaries. That your 
petitioner being willing to do every thing in hrs power for 
support as an honest man, and being properly qaaHlied to 
discharge all (he (Imties in<*.umbent on a cierk ofthe bank> 
he has presumed to take this method of applying to the ho- 
nourable directors. His character W4ll bear the strictest 
raquirjjr, andsever,al gentlemen wiilgi:<^e sqfficient, security 
for any trust reposed in him. He n^s the greater reason 
fe hope >fbr success, as he is not capable offoliowing^ny 
other employment saving only that of the pen-; and if 8o< 
happy as to obtain his rejc|uest>itdhaiJ hie hisconstant study 
lo discharge with iidelily every duty of that st^ttion. . 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound^'shaU ever pray. 

From ^ dis^btfid ppFteir, to the pofUmaster-gMeral^ to he 
, ndqiiUed ^s a lettar-<»arrier.- 

To the "Right Honourable the Postmaster-^Genefalk . 

The h^mjble petition pfA* B.. 

Shosreib, 

THAT^y^iu: .petitioner was< brought up to tfaelmtittess e^ 
a porter, and by ^extreme hscd labour prncured a sab^ 
sisteace for himself^ together with a wife^nd>faurchildreff. 
That your petitioner had t be misfortune one day. la faN 
-40 wn under a >load; by which two «f his ribs we i ebrokeiy, 
^nd. otherwise somaoh''h«M4, as to be onable to canry Joads 
ibr.ihe future; That your petittooef was six monUtf in Sfe 
'Thoiqas's hospital, during which time his wife and famdy 
AKttne in a starving oonditionj, being^obiiged to Pavo their 
clothes ios the common oiecessartes of Tifo. ThaA nheft 
j^our pe^i^i^^er yvf^ d^^^bfifge^ firom 4he hospital, ^e con* 
sidefed it as bis duty to look for some eaiployment suitable * 
to the weak state in which his misfortune had lefthrm. 
That having heard that one of your messengers was dead, 
.und jtxeiog \v/eH acquainted wilh.e.viery pisiift of :tihet9W>,h^ 
thought himselffroper.iyqaaUfied>tOAQt<st8 a letter-carrier, 
and tor that purpose has presumed to present this petition 
to your lordship. That your ' p%tkioner's character wUt 
bear the strictest inquiry, .$md if so;happy as to succeed,- 
will give security (if demanded] and in all things act.^itb 
^^e^reaV^n fidelity. 

And ypur petitioner^ as in duty bounds shall ever pi^y. 
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From a youn^ mstn, to be adrailted as a'pttrSer in the East 
India service. 

To the Chairrnan and Pirector« of th^ Honourable United 
£asirfo4ia Cpropany, 
Tbe humble petUion. of A, B* 
Showeth^ ' 

THATypqr p^tili^oncr served an apprenticeship to ^ silk 
merceo and w«is discharge4 with a pro p^sr certificate 
of bis DprighibehavJQ^r. That not having money to set up 
as anaaster,and beingbut Htlle acquainted with the worlds 
he was obliged to look out for some other employment ; 
tLDti having an earnest desire to visit fopetgn countries, he 
has presumedto address himself to the Directors of the East- 
Ii^diiiCcmij^nyi in hf>pes of ofl^tainjo^ the pla^e of ope of 
their pursers. Ceitincs^tes will be given of his ability for 
that onice, security d^poiited for whatever trust is loagcd 
with him^ and his duty discharged with the strictest fidelity. 
That }our petttioDf r is at present Qa.t of all manner of em- 
ployment, and would wilangly spend b.is y<^^ii >t^ hoing 
usefiil to himself and cot^stituents : nor does he desire any 
further encpura^ement thjM his merit sh^ll apparently en^ 
titie him to« and if iio happy as to succeed^ ^hjn^U 

A« in 4uty bouad| ever pray. 



To the same, froma youag gentl^miiin* to be lux^n'sroi^l^. 

To the Chairman and Dtveeton of the Honoumble United 

Kasl India Ceesipany. 

The humble pctU^en of A. B. 
Sboweth^ 

THAT >oor petitioner served an apprenticeship to an 
eminent surgeon in the coutd^ry, and afterwards at- 
tended the praictice of the different hospitals in Ix^ndon ; 
that bavins been examined at tlie Cemppiny's ha|), he wa3 
discharged tik'kh avcerlifii^tie^ of bis abilitiea to exercise ih^ 
profession of a surgeon, either at home. or abroad. 'Iliat 
your petitioner b^ngyouftg^ wyuW wilU«gly^penidsorae 
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part of bis lime in visiting different nations^ particular 1j^ tHe 
'East Indies, in order to malte himself acquainted with the 
liisortiers pccbJiar to thf>se climates j« tkat not having it in 
his power to go at his own expense, he has presumed to 
solicit the honourable Directors to l?e admitted as surgeon, 
or surgeon's mate, on board <»fpnfc of thefr oYitward^bound 
ships ; and as he presumes that his abilities wil^ be found 
sufficient for th^ discharge o^ his duty ^ so likewise it shall 
be his principal study to tr^at every one of the patients' 
committed to his care with the greatest huiti^inity. That i 
your petilioner'shair, in aM things,' conform' to the rules ] 
prescribed for his conduct, and if so happy /as to" succeed, j 
As in duty bound,^ shull ever pray. 

To the samCj from a bb&urer, desiring to be admitted- a 
porter. 

To the Chairman and Director^; of the Honourable United 

' East India G«)rapany. ' 
. '„;.' iThe humble petition of A. B. 

! Siioweih, * 

TH^T your petitioner has- served sixteen years as a 
labourer in the tea- warehouse beloi^ging to the honour- 
able Company, and that during the above time he has con- 
stantly attended^i:* ducy« and his condu^^thas been always 
approved .of by his superiors..^, That your petitioner is now 
the oldest labourer in the house, nor has he had an) thing 
to subsist on during the whole time of his servitude,^besides 
his stated wages. That he has brought up a large family 
of children^ and has at present a sickly wife,, far advanced 
in years. That the eMer porter of that department to 
•whkb I belong being lately deceased, and tbere being se- 
veral candidates to supceed him, I have laid hold of the 
sameopportunity with thejp; and although I have not any 
fault to find in the conduct of my opponents, yet it is pos- 
sible the following circumstances may plead irt my 'favour, 
viz. Mylong ©ervilude,^ — my advanced yearsi — aad my 
wife's infrmities; and rf in compassion to my disfpess ^ou 
will be pleased to grant my request, it shall be thef business 
of my future life,, to act with the same conscientious fide- 
lity in a mo reelevated station,, as I always have done in 
that of a more inferior. 
And your petitioner^ as ia duty/b^und^ shall e^er pray. 
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Wtom ansged gentievfoittAn in.di9tres»«.«to a gentlenriui^ 

To J. S. Esq. 
The httinUe peiaion of A. B* 
SbcMfretii, 

TiATyour petitionei; bas the honotir to be nearly re*- 
lated %o yo^ f^ni'ilj, yew mother being my aantv 
That your petinoaetf, whilst very young, was marriect to 
an emixient luercbant in Brtstor/wilb whom sbe lived happy 
many year s« . Thac your pet icioner's husband was largely 
engftg<:;d in the trader to the coast of Guinea, and the West 
Indies. ' 'That during the late war he had shares in several 
ships tracing to and from- thase parts, and in the last- 
voyage h-ic; unfortunately forgot to insure ihem That two 
ef lhu«9 ships were attacked and takt^n by a French priva- 
teer, g^hich obliged youp petitioner'* hQiiban<l.*o stop pay- 
ment, and his'xreditops teaik-vout a conimtssiott «)f bank* 
ruptcy. Thai your petilioher's husband was «o^afK'ote<i 
with his \&is, that he soon alter died ot- a 'broken h<:ar^» 
and left your petitioner destitute of every necessary of lifei 
TFhatyour petitioner, confiding in your great humanity,, 
hath presumed to address herself in you. That the smallest 
matter either towards my immediate subsistence,, or fu- 
ture support, shall be i;eceived wiih the greatest thankful- 
nessy and acknowledged with gratitude to the latt^st period, 
of my life.. ' - ' — ' 

And your petitioner,. a^ in duly bound, shall ever pray^. 



From a decayed citizen, to an opulent alderman, who had 
been his acquaintance iiv bis jouth. ' . 

To the worshipful Sir John Freeman, Knight,'aml Alder- 
man of London. 

The humble petition of A. B; . 

Showeth, 

THAT your petit it>her served his apprenticeship in the 
ciiy of London, to an eminent grocer, and afterwards 
became shopman to another of the same prpfession. • That 
yoHT petitioner having, by hia indastry, (aved somemoneyg^ 
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entered into business for himself. That haTmg, at a great 
fnpeD«0y fitted 'ttp a shop, h« sent large q^oanttt^a^f gDod» 
to country shopkeepers: that hv was. obliged to pay their 
notes to his creditors^ and beft^e ibey became due, many 
of those dealers became insolvehf^ and your petitioner wa» 
obliged to receive their notes, and make good the deficien- 
cies. That your petitioner, after struggling to Baaiatam^ 
his reputation as an honest man^ was obliged to slop pay^ 
meat, and submit to the disagreeable necessity of becom- 
iog a bankrupt. That when your petitioner had obtained: 
bis cert ificatB, he had not wherewithal to osier iaip trade^ 
i^nd a journey man's wages was not sufikient ta sikpporl bia- 
family. In ciicumstances so distressiiig, your petiiiooer 
helhought himself of making his ease known to your wor- 
ship. He reflect?, with pleasure^ on the many pleasant 
hours he has spent in your company, when we wvre in the 
•awe da&s at Merchant Tailors' school : and if yoa will b^^ 
pleased to interpose so ^r in hii| favouTi as to procute hinv 
credit to open a shop as a grocer once m^ore in the place 
where he was originally br^ to that buMoess^ and if he ta 
9Q haofy u to succeed^ his whole conduct ia fatuie 1H« 
shall be one continued act o£ unifopm victa^ 
And ]tQU« {MMtioner^ as iaduty bpund, sha^l aver pra^t. 

From a decayed citizen to the livery^ for the place of 
Bridge- Master. 

To the tivery of tb« City of London^ 

The hontble petition of A. B» 

Showeth, 

THAT your petitioner served his apprenticeship in the^ 
city of London^ aiid was entered free of the Haber* 
dashers^ Company* Thaike set up far himself as a master^ 
ajQd carried on bv»S;infj5s yvilh credii ^^d reputa.ii9n for (h? 
»pace of near thirty years: tjifitduringthat time he brought 
up a large family of children^ and gave them an education 
suitable to their station in life ; that during the course of 
his trade, he met with a great variety of losses by tlie ipis- 
fortunes of some, and the iniquity of oth^r.^; that finding 
be w^ ^^^ able to make good |ii^ payments any lot>g^r, he 
■^Id his whole stock in trade^ and p^id his creditors twenty 
lulling* liiibf potind, choosing rather to suffer every hard^ 
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«feip llian involve anolher in distress. That your petUionef 
h9S iervisd »U pairisii and ward offices, and on dllloccas>on!i 
l>ehaved as a good citizen : thai your petitioner has several 
limes applied to the livery for some one of those places in 
iiietr gift, hut bath been hitherto disappointed : that one 
of the places of btidgb^master beingr dqw vacant, and your 
petitioner being every \va3iL qualiBed for that office, has 
presumed to solicit the votes and interest of his fellow* 
^citizens. Secuirity will be given for his fidelity, and he 
will, on every ixrcasion, acknowledge your kindness with 
.^ratiiude« 

Aod, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 



From a poor woibrati, whose husband was lately dead^ so- 
licitmg for a Weekly pension frotn the parish. 

To the minister, churchwardens* and overseers of the 
parish of B. 

Tb^biiitibie })^fUidii of A. B. 

Showeth, 

THAT )'our petitioner's late husband was a laborious 
and industrious hdne'st mail $ that he was, both by 
1>irth and '^erVitude, one of your i^a'rishibners. That whilst 
he enjoyed his health it Was hrs constant practice to do 
.-every ihing in his power for the supjportof bis family; that 
he was lately seized with a violent lev^r, Which, after two 
weeks' illness, terminated in his Heath. That ytMir peti«> 
lioner was left entirely destitute, with tbreeiielpiess cfaH- 
dren : that your petitioner is willing to do every thing in 
•Iter power towards their support by her own labour : but 
that being insuffi,cient^ she has presumed to present a stato. 
^f her case to you, humbly praying that a small laatier may 
•be allowed her weel^ly, which, with the profVis arising from 
her laboar, will enable her to bring up her children useful 
vmembers of society. 

And your {>etitiorier, iu in duty boundi shall ever pray. 
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Froia a working man to the trustees of a charity-school, ia 
behaifef a bo^* 

To the trustees of A. 

The httmbJe petition, of A. fi. 

Showeth, 

THAT your petitioner was brought up to the trade of a 
shoe makttr ; that he has followed that employment 
in your parish fhes'c ten years, and behaved himselfsoberly 
^nd honestly ; that your pe(Ui^>ner has a. large famtly of 
children, and his prmcipal desire is to see them brought up 
^s useful members of society ; that the small sum he receives 
as wages for his woTk, is not sufficient for so beneficial a 
purpose; and kfiowiiig that your school is established for 
instructing the children of the industrious poor^ he humbly 
prays that hi^ son, a boy of six years of age, may be ad- 
mitted^ in ordtrr -to qualify him for some useful <eni ploy- 
.jnent. .<• 

And your petit ioner^ as |n dutj bounci, shall ever pray. 



-From a poor man in distressed circumstances, to a gentle- 
.^ xu^ who lived in the sa^ie i^ieighbourhoocl. 

' ToR. D. Esq. • 

' ; T}je tumble petition of A. B. 

. Showeth* . , 

THAT your petitioner was brought up to (he trade of a 
cabinet-'maken^nd by constant application to business 
was able to stfpport himself, together with a wife and four 
children.- That about six months agoyoor petitioner was 
sei^ied With aseirer^ ftlne'ss/ vvhich'haisconfitied him lohis 
bed ever since. That during that time hef was cfbli'ged to 
pawti'hrs clothes^ and tjver-y necessary» in brd^r procure a 
subsistence for himself and family. TJfdt being slitl in a 
langui-^hing condition, and dcgtit^te of every manner of 
subsist t;iKe, I have ventured, with great humility, to lay ray 
disiressud case before you. The vSinallest matter for an im- 
mediate support will be ever gratefully acknowledged. 

And your petitioner, as in duly bound, shall ever pray. 
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From ^ poor widow, to a l^dy with whom she had formerly 
' ' * lived as a servant" 

To the Right Honourable the Countess of P. 

The humble petition of A» B. * ' :• i 
Showeth, 

THATyour petilKyn^r was formerly^nfe ofybar dt>tti<;sw 
tic servants in the character oPchambermaid: that she 
was married fr«m your ladyship^sliottSe^ to 'John Porter, a 
victualler, at the sign of the Red Lion in Thirst-slreet : that 
your petitioner's busbaud.lateiy died iosoivent, and lefit y<ni» 
p«lilioner with five young children, helpless and u/p|p- 
yided for: ,. that your pelitioner being well convinced of 
your ladyship's great goodnes«, has presumed to approach 
you i« Uiis. nxanner, earnestly praying that your ladyship 
will deign to look withcpmpassipi) oa adistressecl widowy 
and take under your kind protection^ one or. ipore of her 
iielpltss children^ so astheymay.be brought. up in the 
J)aihs of virtue. . • 

And your petitioner, 9s in duly b6qnd,;shall ever pra/, 



from the widow of a saHor, requesling thal*her dabgliter 
i might be admitted into the asylum. 

To the Right Honourable Ibe President ^nd Vic«-Preside»t 
of the Asylum for Orphans. 

ThehumblepetilibnofA. B. * " 

Showelh, 

THAT your petitioner is the widow ©f M. late mariner 
on board'his majesty's ship the Sfwiftisur^ ; thai yout 
petitioner's husband was killed on board tho' said shfp, 
ighting in^Iefenceofhisfroajeflty's person and government: 
that your petitioner had the misfortune Ho be left with an 
infant daughtjsr, whom she has by her labour stipportod till 
this time: that your petitioner is earnestly desirous that 
lier child might receive such an education as would qualify 
-her for an useful member of society $ and^s.it is not in the 
power of your pejtitioQerio b«:at that expeosp, ^ humblf 
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pray« that her liaughlef, who is now «even years of age, 

maj be admitted as one of the orphans of your foundation. 

And your petitioner^ as in daty bound, shall ever pray. 



From a discharjg^ed sbldier, to be admitted into Chelsea. 
' Hospital. 

To the Honourable Lieutenant General B. Governor x)i 
Chelsea^ &c. 

The btimble petitioti ef A. B. 

Sfaoweth, 

THAT your petitioner served twenty years as a private 
sentinel in the twelfth regiment t>fniot, and during the 
tvbole time behaved as became a good sold tier ; that he wai 
in every engagement Adrttig the last war in America ; am 
although he did not neceive ahy wotrnds^ yet when he re 
(urnecTco his native cbuntry, his health was ^6 much ifn< 
paired^ that the commandiDgoiBcer was obliged todischarg( 
nim from the regiment : that yoiir p^itroner, not havin] 
been brought up to any trade, hasnooiher way of procu 
ring a sobsl|tence, but by ^fiply^g tin your honour to b< 
admitted either as an in or out-pensioner on the royal 
foundation of Chelsea. 
. And your petitioner, as !n duty bound, shall ever pray 



•From a sailor, to be admitted oh the Chest at Chatham 

To the Honourable the Commissioner's ofihe Navy« 

The humble petition of A. B. ^ 

Showeth, 

THAT your petitioner served ten years on board t1^ 
lion, wliere he received a wound in hivS shoulde 
which occasioned his being dii^pharged, and when he r( 
turned to his native country, he found himself unable 1 
work for his livifng: that having faithfuliyyaud at thel^azai 
of his life, served his king and country, he humbly liop 
that your honours will consider him as a di object of beii 
admitted as a pensioner on the seaaian*s chest'at Chathan 

And your petitioner, at in duty bound, shall ever pram 
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j 
From a g iri of the town, to be adoMtted Into Ihe Magdalen • ^ 

To the Right Honourable the President, and Governors o^ J 
the Magdalen, for the reception of penitent prpstUut^s, 

The humble petition of A. B. 

Showethy ^ 

TH4.T your petitiotler had the tnisforiuhe to be se* 
duced by a young man, under the promise of marriage, 
allhoajgh he afterwards deserted her; that your p&titk>ner 
being with child, was discharged from her service, and 
ashamed to return to her relations : that being admitted 
into one of the lying-in hospitals, she was delivered of a 
dead child. That finding her character was ruined, she 
unhappily contracted an acquaintance with some women of 
the town» who led her into all manner of debauchery : that 
being truly sensible of her guilt, and willing to return to 
the paths of virtue, she has presumed to apply to your 
worships, humbly praying that she maybe admitted oh 
your foundation, and solemnly promises that her life shall 
be uniformly virtuous. 

And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 



From a soldier to his colonel, to be discharged. 

To the Honourable Colonel B. 

The humble petition of A. B. 

Showeth, 

HAT your petitioner has sertred ten y^ars in the regi- 
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ment commanded by your honour, and during the 
whole time has always behaved as became a good soldier ; 
that having a wife and children in a distant part of the 
kingdom, and being very desirous of settling with them, 
most humbly prays that your honour will be pleased to dis- 
charge him from the service. 

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 
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From- a decayed tradesman, tab^ admiiied a bea^e of a 
^^ompanjr. 

To the Masters^ Wardens, and Coairt Assistants of the WVn> 
^hipfttl Company of Stationers. 

The humble petition of A. B. 

8howeth^ 

THAT your petitioner was bred to the bastness Of a sta- 
tioner, and carried on trade for himself many years, 
but by losses* and msiny other misfortunes, he is, with an 
teed wife, almost destitute of subsistence. That the nlace 
of a beadle to your company being now vacant, he hum* 
bly solicits your votes and interest to succeed to that em- 
ployment, and by a conscientious regard to histiutyj shaU 
endeavour to merit the favour of his constituents. 

And your petitioner,, as in duty bound, shall ev«r pray. 



From a person afflicted with a dropsy, to be admitted into 
an hospital. 

TO the President and Governors of St Georgd's HospitaL 

The humble petition of A. B. 

Showeth, 

THAT your petitioner has long been afflicted with the 
dropsy, aitd having spent all that he could procure in 
paying for medicines, is still in the same unhappy condition 
as before ; nor does he conceive any hopes of recovery^ 
unless he is admitted as a patient in your hospital: that 
your petitioner is a real object of charity, and humbly 
i>egs to be taken under your, care. 

And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 
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From a person afflbted with the venereal dijtesse, to be 
ailmiUed into the Locke- Hospital. 

To the President and Governors of the Locke^HospUal. 

The bomble petrtionof A. B. 

Showeth, 

THAT your petitioner has the misfortune to labour un- 
der the elFects of the venereal disease : that your pe* 
litionjQT, in order to t;of\ceal his shame, applied to several 
of those persons<:al!ed Quacks, who gave him from time to 
time large quantities of their medicines ^ bat so far from. 
Temoviog his disorder, that be found himself worse than at 
-first : that your petitioner having heard of your charitable 
foundation for the relief ef the distressed, has presumed to 
tieg that you wiH be pleased to admit him into your hospi^ 
tal, until such time as he is perfectly recovered. 

* And your petitioner^ as in duty bounds shall ever pray« 



From a stranger in distress to the Lord'^Mayor, for a pass 
to kis legal settlement. 

To die Right Honourable the Lord^Mayor. 
The humble petition of A> B. 

Showeth, 

THAT your petitioner was servant to a nobleman wha 
lately made the tour of Europe ; that y(»ur petitioner 
accompanied him during the time of his travels, but unfor- 
tunately on his return he died at Paris : that under a variety 
of dilScttlties, your petitioner arrived at Calais, where he 
obtained a passage in his majesly's packet to Dover: ttiat 
your petitioner is a native of Newcastle, in Nurthumber-* 
land, and is obliged to travel so far on foot i that he has not 
any thing wherewithal to defray his expenses, and unless 
i^ssisted by the generosity of the publiC) must even perish 
on the road ; that your petitioner humbly/prays your lord* 
ship will be pleased to sign ao order for his subsistence ia 
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he different rounlics through which 
eforehe arrives af his'le^ral set({em< 

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shaft ever pray. 



the different roun lies through which he is obliged to pass, 
before he arrives af his'le^ral settlement. 



Frc'in a prisoner, for a small debt, to a gentleman cele- 
brated for his humanitjT. 

To G. E. .Esq. 
The humbK? petitioD of A. B. 

Shbwrelh, 

THAT your petitioner has laboured njany years ta pro- 
vide for a family of young children ; that having been 
some weeks out of employ menl^ be was obliged to contract 
a small debt at a ehandler's shop* that vyour. petitioner in- 
tended to pay it as soon as he possibly could, but his inex- 
orable creditor sent him a summons to the county court, 
and tbok out an execution against *him, and he i* now a 
prisoner in Newgate, and his children starving for want 
of bread : that your petitianer has often heard of your gre<tt 
goodness to your fellow-creatures in di.stre>;s. The whole 
»iebt and cosis for which I am confined does not exceed 
forty shillings; and if you will be pleased to interpose so 
far in my favour as to set me at libetly, and restore me to 
my family, my future life shall h& one continued act of 
gratitude. 

And> as in duly bound, shall ever. pray. 



From a decayed citizen, to be admitted to the. place of 
City-Marshal. 

To the Right Honoarable the Lord-Mayor, and the Wor- 
^ shipful Court of Aldermen. 

The humble petition of A. B. 
Showeth, 

THATyonr petitioner has been on tiie Ifyery of the 
city of London above* twenty years, and carried on 
with reputation the trade of a wine-merchant; butthroagh 
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a variety of losses in trade, and leng sickness .in bis family, 
be was obliged to compound with ills crcdilors, and retire 
from basine^is. That your petitioner is at present out of 
all manner of employment, andwould wilhngly succeed 
your late Marshal; and if. so happy as to be coiisidt-red 
worthy of your choice, he will, on every occasion, endea- 
vour to discharge the duties of his elation with ihe utrajst 
&ielity. 

And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray,. 



Erom a tradesman In distressed circumstances, .to hisiiria-. 
cipal creditors, for a letter of licence. • 

ToC. D.E. F. 

The humlble petition of A.-B; 
Showeth; . . ' - 

^TPHAT your petitioner hath long carried on business^. 
* and brought up a numerous family : that having 
lately trusted goods to a considerable amoujit, to a person 
in whom be placed the greatest confidence, he soon after 
Jbecarae insolvent, and he was obliged to stop payment ; 
that although his debts are but small sums,.yet being liable 
to be arrested, and confined in prison, he* has taken this 
method of applying to you, his worthy creditors: that 
from a review of his conduct ever sinco yuu have known 
him, he presumes you are already convinced that all bis 
actions have been coasistent with integvily and honour; 
that your petitioner having hopes of retrieving his losses 
in a little lime, most humbly begs that you will be pleased 
"lo sign the inclosed letter of licence, by which your peti- 
tioner will be enabled to follow his business without in- 
terruption. 

And, a3 in duty bowid, shall ever pcay. 
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From a Ikutenant en half-pa^, to be employed o&.a«hia& 
service. 

To the Right Honoofable the First Lord Gommi»s]Oiiec of 
the Adnairalt/. 

The htimble petition of A. B. 

Sbowelh, 

THAT during the last war your petitioner obtained » 
comhiisiion as lieutenant of marines, and" was in seve--^ 
ral different engagements ; that at the conclusion of tW 
war 4ie was reduced to live on haYF-pay, and «ince that 
time has had nothing but that small pittance to subsist on ^ 
but as some of his majesty^s ships are going to be put into 
commission, he^ humbly begs to be empmyed in actual 
service, in defence of his king and ifituniTj, 

And your petitioner^ as in duly bound, shall ief«cpl»y.. 



From B person whobad formerly been a purser, te be rein*- 
f toted tn the same employment. 

The humble petition of A. B. 

8how*lh, 

THAT your petitioner acted as purser onboard hk 
majesty's ^.hip the Robust, during the whole of the 
last war ; that When he was discharged he sought lor em* 
ploymenl among several tradesmen, but unfortunately 
could find none, and therefore was obliged to live on the 
remainder of his wages : that your petitioner having heard 
that seyerelof 4116 «najesty> ships are going to be put into 
commission, he has presumed to address himself to your 
lordship, and if so happy as to be reinstated in his former 
employment, he will make it hisprincipal study to discharge 
the duties of his station with the strictest fidelity. 

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray* 
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From B g;enlleiDan in distfesied circamsUuicei, tb hit tai- 
lor, fur a suit of dothrs^ to enable him to appear 
• decoQtly. 

Tb STr. Fairclolh. 

The bamble petition of A^ 61 

Sfaowethi 

THAT joar potitiQiier having ui^fbrtunately married^ 
vvidow, in order to retrieve himsetf from a- variety of 
inhfof tunes» un4er which he iaboared at (hat time, but to 
•his great nmlbrlane she was muchtndebt :: that ^onr pe- 
Irttioner has at present an opportunity of entering into 
business^ but from a variety of auctions is not able to ap« 
f«ar deceniiy in the world. Being yet wUAng to become 
Ml useful member of society, he has presumed to address 
himself to yoa. Tour petifiioner, in his^ prosperity, always 
employed you as his tailor, and all he requests at present. 
Is only, that you will be pleased to trust him with a suit of 
elothes for a few months. 

And your petitioneri as ia duty bounds ^all ever pray* 



From a poor working man, who had been impressed for sea* 

Tb the EighC Hbnoursibie the Lords of the Admir«ity« 

The humble petition of A. B. 

Showetht . 
^TT^HATyour petitioner has all his life been a hard work- 
J[^ ing« iadostrtous man,, and at present has a wil^ an\l 
ftmF chiklren^ who have nothing to subsist^ but your,pe- 
'iMNier's wages as a journeyman carpenter : that )rour peti^ 
iiooer, last night returning from his W4^rk to his family, 
was stopped by a press-'gang, and carried on board a tender 
tfnthe river, where he now is; that being utterly unac- 
.quainted with the sea, ani as ineTttabie ruin will be the 
consequence to his family, he earnestly b^^ that your lord- 
ships will order him tu be discharged. 

And youf peiki6Qiejr, bs uidtuty :h6ttQ'd> shall ever pray.. 
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From a poor clergyman, for his son beiog admitted a 
scholar. HI the. charter -house. 

To the Right Honourable ihe Governors of the Charter* 
House. 

The bumble petition of A. B. 
Showcth, 

THAT your petitioner receii*ed a liberal education, and 
took the degree of roaster ofartjs in the University of 
Oxford; that your petitioner, whilst very young, entered 
.into holy orders, but never could obtain any other prefer^ 
ment than a small curacy : that having a krge family of 
children, and being willing to see them creditably settled 
in the world, and having a sot) who is desirous to acquire 
the knowledge of the classics, he humbly prays that he 
may be admitted as a scholar in the charter chouse. 

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 



To the same> from an aged and decayed tradesman, to be 
admitted a pensioner. 

To the Right Honourable the Governors of the Gharler* 
House. . J 

The humble petition of A. B. 
Showeth^ 

THAT your petitioner has lived many yean In credit 
as a grocer, and brought up a large family of children ; 
»thal having been afflicted with long. illness, his busioesi 
,wa8 utterly neglected; and by many other losses, be ,wsa 
-.obliged to let his shop, after having paid all his just debts; 
thatyourpeti^tioner being, not only destitute of ail manner 
of employment, but also in great want of every necessary 
of life* he humbly begs to be admitted a pensioner in the 
Qiarter-Hottse. 

Andj ai in duty bpandi sbail ever pray. 
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From a widow, to ihe justices at Ihe quarter-sessIori'?,^to 
obtain a licence for keeping a public-house. 

To the Worshipful the Justices of D. 
The humble petition of A. B. 
Showeth, 

Til AT your petitioner's late hu'^band was an eminent 
carpenter, and carried on a very considerable trade, 
but dying suddenly, his affairs were left in a vt r) perplexed 
manner; and when your petitioner employed dne to state 
the whole of her husband's debts and credits, there was i\oi 
above one hundred poundsremaining for herself; that your 
petitioner has six children utterly unprovided for, nor 
Knows not of any other way to procure iheni a subsistence, 
but by keeping a public house ; that she has not money 
sufficient to pay the good-will of one in the common man- 
ner, and having a neat convenient bouse left by her hus- 
band, she humbly begs that your worships will be pleased 
to grant ber a licence. 

And, ^& in duty bound, shall ever pray. 



Frpm a poor roan, whose goods had been seized for rent,' 
to a worthy gentleman in the same neighbouchoodr 

ToR. D.Esq.; 

The humble petition of A. B.' 

Showeth, 

HAT your petitioner has always laboured hard to 
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_ supporthis family. That his wife, and two of his 
children, having been long confined to a sick bed, run him 
to so much expense, that he had it not in his power to pay 
his landlord half a }earV rent due last quarter-day. That 
your petitioner's landlord came yesterday and seized his 
goods, and unless redeemed in five days, they will be ap- 
praised and sold. That your petitioner has often heard of 
your gre^t bumaDity to the afHU ted^ and humbly begs that 
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I 

And, as in dut^ bound, shall ever pra/ 



ou will so far inlerpose>.a!; to save a poor honest man and 
is family from being turned into the streets. 



From » sailor^ late in the merchants' service, to be ad-- 
milled as a penstofiec^ 

To the Directors of the Office for wounded Seaman In tbe 
Mepcbants' service. 

The bumble petition of A. B« 

Showeth, 

THAT your petitioner served as a seaman on board 
the ship Spitfire, trading to the Levant : that your 
:peiitioner continued rear twenty years in tbe said servic€> 
until he was disabled by a fall from the mijeen-mast, b^ 
which one of his arms was broken, and otherwise so much 
-bruised that he is utterly iBcapai)leof ^<^ing to <tea. That 
not having been brought up to any other employment^ and 
destitute of every necessary of life, he humbly begs to he- 
admitted as one of your pensioners. 

And) as in duty bound^ shall ever praj^ 



From a friendless boy, to the Directors of the Mari&e 
Society. 

The humble petition of A. B. 

Showeth, ^ 

THAT your petitioner's only remaining parent died a 
few weeks ago, and left your petitioner as a helpless 
orphan. That your petitioner is fifteen years old, and in 
good health, and would be willing to be employed in bis 
majesty\^ navy, in whatever station your hom>urs shaH 
think proper to appoint; and if so happy as to be admitted^ 
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abvil at all times ^^d on etrery occasion^ discharge hin 
duly with ihe greatest ch^erfutnfess. 

Andjour pelitionc»i^> as bi duty bound, shall ever pray.* 



From a hackney coachman who had charged more thaa 
his fare. 

To the Honourable Commissioners for licensing Hackney. 
Coaches. 

The htinyble petition of A. fi# 
Showeth, 

THAT your petitioner was i hired from (he 4teifd at' 
ClMr»ng«Cross,to earry'^faretoRticherond io Sufry, 
^ndtagain >to -Fieet^slreet. That your pctittoner not being 
well aoqaaiatfed with the prices, charged ' sixpence >iAore 
Ihaa hi^due, for which he is sunimoQ^ to -appear before 
your honottPs. That yoar> petitioner is 'soisible df his 
lault,. and -oxtfemely sorry forhiseondact; and humbiy 
p4!ay8^ihai^as it istthe first time he erer was gmityi arid hrn 
iaalt arising from ignorance, yoar honours will be pleased 
to excuse mm 4h is time. 

And your petitioner^ as in <!aty bounds shall ever pray. 



From a iiackney^-CQachmaa wiio had been illeg^Ify «inr* 
moned. 

To (he Honourable Commissionei;s for licensing Hackney. 
Coaches, 

The humble petition erf A.;B; 
Showethi 

THAT your petitioner' was employed to carry a fare to 
Enfield, Which is ten miles, and for which your peti- 
tioner de in and ed only ten shillings; but instead of being 
paid was grossly abused » and al last summoned before) our 
honours : that your petitioner is always ready to oblige 
hisiDaster*s vusiomers, and therefore humbly frayS;, that- 
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your honoon will be pleased to order the f^re to be patd^ 
as also a proper recompense for his Joss of time. 

Andy as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 



yFrom a drayman, who had been taken riding on his dray^ 
to the sitting Alderman. 

To the Worshipful Sir W. B. 

The humble petition of A. B. 
Showeth, 

THAT your petitioner lately came from the country, 
and was employed as a drayman : that being used 
to ride in the country^ he did not know, nor was ever told, 
that it was contrary to the law in London, and therefore 
was inadvertently guilty without any design of giving 
o0ence ; that your petitioner is sincerely sorry, for his 
fault, and promises never to offend in the like manner again, 
and therefore humbly prays, that your worship will be 
pleased to forgive this his first fault. 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray* 



Fr6m a watchman, who had gof drunk on his stand, to the 
Churchwardens, &c. 

To the Churchwardens of C. 

The humble petition of A. B. 
Showeth, . . 

THAT y«Jur petitioner has been several years employed 
as.a watchman in this parish ; and always behaved 
soberly and regularly^ .ti!l last night that he was unfortu- 
nately advised to drnik with some company, and neglected 
his duty; that your j^etitioner is truly sensible of his folly, 
and heartily sorry for his fault, and humbly prajs, that 
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yott will excase him Ihisonce/and solemnly promises never 
to be guilty in the like manner again. 
And yoar petitioner, as in duty bounds shall ever pray. 



From one to be admitted a w^atchman. 

To the Churcbwardens of C. 

The bumble petition of A. B. 
Showeth, . " ' ' 

THAT your petitioner has lived in good credit formerly, 
but is now out of all manner of employment : that he 
looks upon himself as able to discharge the duty of a watch- 
man in this parish; and if so happy as to deserve your 
notice, shall on every occasion behave as an honest man. 



And, as in duty bound, shall ever^pray. 



From the masterof a trading vessel to the lords of the ad- 
miralty, for a protection for his men. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty. 

The humble petition of A. B. 
Showeth, 

THAT your petitioner is now rea^dy loaded for a coast- 
ing voyage^ but the press for seamen being so ex« 
tremely violent, your petitioner cannot get men to work 
his- ship, unless your lordships will be pleased to grant 
. them your protection* That the interest and properties 
of many Families depend on the cargo I have now on 
board j and therefore humbly beg your lordships to grant 
me a protection for as many men as are necessary to work 
the ship. 

. And your petitioner, a$ in duly bound, shall ever pray. 
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From a lieutenant on lulf-pay^, to be en^ploy^d in the 
servHje. 

To the Right Honourab^ the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty. 

Ttm /httmbie.piilsU0A of A. fi. 

Showetl), 

THATyourpefitfonefiserved «ft<a:ImieRant durin^^ M 
the last "war, and ever since has remained on kalf- 
pay. That he is very desirous of being employed id d0- 
i^nce of the }txa rights of his country, therefore humbly 
prays your brd ships to send liim on board one of the ships 
now filling out. 

And yQar,petilioQer, as in duty bounds ^baii ever fpf ay. 



From a. poor woman, to the churchwardens of' C for tbe 
Christmas bounty of coaIs«> 

TolheCfaarchwarden&of C*^; . 

The hanibre petition of A* B; 

^owetby 

THAT your petitioner was left a widow with two chil- 
xlfen, whom s:he ha& continued to suppott by iier la-i^ 
• beur. I'bat it has long been the practice vf -this ^iatrhh to 
.give crtais, &c. ho ike intduslrious poor at this severe sea* 
son; and as yopr petitioner ha^ never tiroubied the parish 
for any thing" before, she humbly prays that you wi^icon* 
■ skier her as an object of charity. 

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray* 
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[ Ttom a decayed tradesman^ to havehi» son adffiittred mta 
Merchant Tailors' school. 

To the Masters and Wardens bflhc WorsHipfd Company 
of Merchant Tailors. 

The humble petition oFA. B. 

Showetb, 

THAT your petrtioncr has long carried on Irade-in 
credit, and is free of your CSompany ; bat having a 
tiamerous family, he is obliged to solicit (he iavoar of (he 
Company to have his youngest son admitted as a schtrbtr 
on your foundation ; and tf' so happy as to succeed in thia 
' fais iirst request, he shall. 

As in duty bound, ever pray. 



For a watchman's place at the bank. 

To the Hooouiable the Chairman* and Directors of the 
Bank of England. 

The humble petition of A. B. 

Showeth> 
HAT your petitioner was brought up to the trade <(f a 
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watchTgilder, but at present there is little or no em,' 
ployment for hands in that branch of business. That your 
petitioner has a wife and children^ and at prt; sent nothing 
.to support them with ; (hat a certificate of his honesty and 
industry is ready to be produced, signed by three reputar 
ble housekeepers ; and if )0U will,ln consideration of his 
distress^ appoint him one of your watchmen, he will dis- 
charge his auty with ihe utmost fidelity. 

And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 
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From a wiclow to the lord almoner, f^ot a share of ibm 
king's b'oanly. 

To the Right Rev^the Lord High Almoner. 
The humble petition of A. B. 

Showeth, 

a'^HAT your lord<!hip*s petitioner is the widow of an- 
. eminent tradesman, but by loag sickness and other 
afHictions>. reduced to (|ie lowest state of poverty ; that 
your petitioner has no relief from any parish^ but has been 
Dometimes charitably assisted by ihe beoovoience of some 
iender-liearted Christians. That at present she is ii> very 
great distress, and therefore humbly prays your lord^hifi 
U)r what share of his majesty's royal bounty you shall 
think proper. 

And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray* - 



From a poor widow to the dean of Westminster, for th^^ 
weekly allowance of bread and meat at the Abbey. 

To the Reverend the Dean of Westminster^ 

The humble petition of A»^B. 

Showeth, 

HAT your petitioner has lived soberly and honestly- 
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many years, and always attended div'ine service ; 
that at present she is greatly distressed in her circura- 
-stances, although she labours very hard for her living: 
that there being now a vacancy in the number of poor 
widows who receive the weekly bounty, she humbly begs 
"to be admitted as one. 

And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 
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From a poor citizen, to be admitted into Bancroft's almt 
houses. ; ' . 

To the Worshipful the Trustees of Bancroft's Alms Houses. 
The humble petition of *A. B. 

Showeth, 

THAT your petitioner is a native of London^ where he 
•served hts apprenticeship^ and afterwards carried on 
business for himself} but by a variety of losses is now re- 
duced» in 'his old age, to solicit the relief of some public 
charity ; that hearing there is at present a vacancy in your 
alms houses, he huoirJy begs to be admitted as one of your 
pensioners, being well convinced your wor^hips will find 
him a proper object of charity. ^ 

And your petitioner, as in dut/boundi shall ever pray. 



From a vintner's widow, to be admitted into the Company's 
alms houses. 

The humble petition of A. B. 

Showeth, 

THAT your petitioner's late husband lived in great ere- 
dit inCheapside^and waa free of yoar Company many 
y^ars ; that he died in very low circumstances, and left 
your petitioner, in her old age, w holly unprovided for; 
: that your petitioner is at present utterly destitute of all 
the necessaries .of life, and therefore humbly begs to be 
admitted inio your alms bouses. 

And your petitioner, as in duty bonnd, shall ever pray« 
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From a poor widov^ to the lord chancellor; 

To the Right Honourable the Lord High ChanceUor oF 
Great- Britain. 

The humble petition of A. B^ 

• 

Showeth, 

THAT your lordship's petitioner has been long involved 
in a chancery fruit, and has spent all her substance 
'%/Mithoiit being able to obtain, a decree* That your peti- 
tioner not hai^ing^ Sboncy to proceed farther, huoibly begs^ 
your lord4shfp to^saSer her to sue in /dnMapaupem. 

Afidjfour petittoner>^ as in duty bound,, shall ever prajs 



From the wife of a aailor vho had beenlmpr^ssed^ 

To the Right Hoaourable the Lords of the Admiralty ». 

The humble petition of A. B. 

Mowethy 

THAT your petiiionerfs husbanil has bean absent ftonr 
England these three yeartf in the East-Indies, and wai^. 
upon bis returni impressed into his majesty's service, before 
he had an opportnoity of settling hts affairs, ofeven seeing 
his femily. That youir petitioner is in vei^ diettessAl cir- 
>eaaistances, oecasioned by her/husband^s abseace, nor «aii 
she receive hts wages iinleSs i^e ^ia> present. May jt ihere-- 
Jbre please yoiar lordshipsi^in cansyieration of your peti* 
tionerV^reat di€treas/to|;rantan order for berhusbandV 
discharge, oral leaist^^arfew wedts liberty, ibr bim to settle 
hisafiairs. 

And your petstianar^ as iniduiy bound) shall; ev^r pray,. 



SUITABLE DIRECTIONS 

ADDRESSING PERSONS OF ALL R ANKS^ 

fcOTH IN .^ 

WRITING ANi> DISCOURSE. 



TO the Kfng^i Moit Excellent Mc^ei Ijr^ Sire^ or Miy ft 
)>)ease your Majesty. 
ToiibRoyel Highness George, Prinoe of Wele», Sir^ 
Wf Mej k please your Royal Btghoess* 
' In the same manner to the rest of the Royal Family. 

TO THB |f6a.lLlT7. 

To his Grace the Duke of S. My Lord Dufce^ or fiSayit 
please TO|iT Graeey orYour Orace. 

To ih» Most Noble the Marquis of H. My Lord Mar«- 
^aUn .your Lordah tp •. 

To the Right Honourable the Earl of B. My Lerd^ 
y€MU'LordA^, 

Tonbe Rprt HonooraUo the Lord Viscouat D. My 
Lordy your &>rdship. • 

To the .Right Honourable the Lord F. My Lord, your 
Lordship^ 

The Ladies are addressed according to the naik of their 
Htfsbaads. 

The Sons of Dukes, Marqulsses, and the eldest Sons o^f 
Earls have, by the Courtesy of England, tbe title of Lord 
and Right Honourable; «nd ihe title of Lsidy k given to 
tbetr Daughters. 
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The youngest Sons of Earls, the Sons of Viscount«t and 
Barons are styled Enquires, and Honourable^ and all their 
Danghtf rs Ht^roarable. 

The titfe of Honourable is likewise cottferred on such 
persons as have the King's Commission, and upon those 
Gentlemen who ei^jov places of trust ami honour^ 

The title of Right Honourable is given to no Conimoner, 
excepting those who arc members of his Majesty's Most 
Honourable Privy Council, and the three Ijord Mayors of 
London, York, and Dublin, and the Lord Provost of 
Edinburgh, during their ofHce. 

TO THK PARLIAMENT^ 
/ 

To the Right- Hon curable the Lords Spiritual and TencK 
po?al in Parliament assembled, . My Lords, or May it 
please your Lordships. 

To the. Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Bar-* 
gesses in Parliament assembled. Gentlemen, or May it 
jplease your Honours. 

To the Right Hon. C. W. C. Speaker-of the House of 
Commons who is generally one of his Majesty's Most 
Honourable Privy Council, Sir. 

TO THE CLERGY, 

To the Most Reverend the Lord Archbishop of Canter-^ 
bury. My Lord, or, Your Grace. 

To the Right Rev. the Lyrd Bishop of S. My Lord. 
- To the Reverend the Dean of C. or Archdeacon, or 
Chancellor of D. or Prebendary, &c. Mr. Dean, Reveren<^ 
Sir, &c. 

All Rectors, Vicars, Curates, Lecturers, and Clergy* 
men of other inferior denominations* are styled Reverend. 

TO THB OFFICERS OF HIS MAJESTY*8 H^OWSEHOLD. 

They are for the most part addressed according to their 
rank and quality, though sometimes agreeable to the na^ 
tore of their Office; as, My Lord Steward, My Lord Cham- 
berlain, Mr. Vice Chamberlain, ^c, and in all superscript 
tions .of letters, which relate to gentleipenN employments,, 
their style of Oilice should never be omitted j and.if thftjv 
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have more offices than one« you . need meDtion only the 

highest. 

TO '1 HE SOLDIERS A<NB N A V7. 

In the army all noblemen are styled according to their 
rank, to which is added their employ. 

To the Hon. A. B. Esq. Lieutenant-General, Major- 
General, Brigadier-General of his Majesty's Forces, Sir, 
XO.ur Honour. 

To the Right Honourable the E. of S. Captain of his 
Majesty's first Troop of Horse Guards, Band of Gentle- 
men Pensioners, Band of Yeomen of the Guards, &c. My 
"l^rd, your Lordship. 

All colonels are styled honr^urable ; all inferior officers 
fhould have the name of their employment set first; as for 
example, to Major W. C. to Captain T. H. &c. 

In the navy all admirals are styled honourable, and no- 
blemen according to quality a«d cJffice, The^ther officers 
as in th^ army. 

fTO THE AMBASSADORS, SECRETARIES, AND CONSVLS. 

All ambassadors have the title of excellency added to 
•their quality, as have also plenipotentiaries, foreign go- 
vernors,, and the Lord Lieutenant and Lord Justices of 
Ireland. 

To his Excellency Sir B. C. Baronet, his Britannic 
Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the 
Ottoman Porte, Sir, or your Excellency. 

To his Excellency E. F. Esq. Ambassador to his Most 
Christian Majesty. Sir, or your Excellency. 

To his Excellency the Baron d'A. his Prussian Majesty's 
Resident at the Court of Great-Britain, Sir, your Excel- 
lency. 

To Seignior W. G. Secretary from the Republic of 
Venice, Sir. x. , 

To G. H. Esq, his Britannic Majesty's Consul at Smyrna, 
Sir. 



TO THE JUDGES AND LAWYERS. 

All the judges, if privy -counsellors, are styled Righ* 
Honourable; as for instance : 
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To tt»e Right noflOttKible A. B. Lord Higii Cliaiicenor 
t)f Great-Britain^ My Lord, your Lordship. 

To the Right Honoarable P. V. MaUer of the Rolls, 
Sir, your Honqitr. 

To the Right Hon. Sir G. L. Lord Chief Justice of Ae 
King's Bench, or of the Common Pleas, My Lord^ your 
Lordship. 

To the Honourable A. B. Lord Chief Baron, Sir, of 
May it please you. Sir. 

To the RJgM Him. A. D. Esq. one of the Jvstices^ or 
to i^^X^ ^* Sir». or May it please you,. Sir. 

To Sir R. D. his Majesty's Attorney, Solicitor;, or Ad«- 
vocate General^ Sir. 

Ail others in the law, according to the offices and rank 
they bear, every barrister having thp title of esquire ijivcn 
him. 

TO THE LIfOTENAJWCT AK9 ITAGISTRACY. 

To the Right Honourable G. Earl of C. Lord Lteu>. 
tenant and Gustos Rotulorum of the County of Durhami 
My Lordy your Lordship. 

To the Right Honourable T. S. Esq. Lofd Mayor of 
the City of London^ My Lord, your Lordship. 

All gentlemen in the Commission of the Peace haire the 
title of esquire and worshipful, as have also allsherifis and 
recorders. 

The Aldermen and Recorder of London, ere styled 
Right Worshipful ; as are all Mayors of Corporations, 
except Lord Mayors. 

To A. B. Esq. High Sheriff of the Cqunty of York, Sir> 
your Worship. , 

To the Right Worshipful Wi D. fesq. Alderman of 
Tower Ward, London, Sir, your Worship. 

To the Right Worshipful J. A. Recorder of the City 
of London, Sir, your Worship. 

The Governors of Hospitals, Colleges, 8ct, which con- 
sist of Magistrates, or have any such among them, are styled 
Right Worshipful or Worshipful, as their titles allow. 

• TO THE GOTBRNORS OF THB CROWW. 

To his ExceHency C. M. Duke of R. Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, My Lord, your Excellency. 
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To the Right Honourable Lord N. Governor of Dover 
Castle, &c My Lord, your Lordship. 

The Second Governors of Colonies appointed by the 
King, are called Liealenanl-Governors. 

Those appointed by Proprietors, as the £ast4ndia 
Company, &c. jire styloid Deputy-Goveraors. 

TO IHCORPORATB SO Biff* 

To the HonourableCourt of .Directors of the United 
Company of Merchants, trading to the East-Indies, Yoar 
Honours. 

To the Hon. the Sab-Governors, Deputy-'Governorsy 

and Directors of the South-Sea Company, Yeor Honours, 

To the Hon. the Gevernors, Deputy -Governors, and 

I Directors of the Bank of England, Your Honours. 

i To the Masters and Wardens of the Worshipful Com* 

j[MLny of Mecceri, Your Worships, 



THE £NJ>. 



.Prom the OiBca of 

THOMAS WILSON and SON, 

High Ousegate> York. 
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